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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the
Texas State German Contest
WORD NERDS!

German Language Favorites
Abendland – Morgenland (das): (“evening land” –
“morning land”) The West (Occident) – the East (Asia,
Orient).
blau adj. / Blau, das: blue – The color blue in German
has many different meanings, as in these expressions:
die blaue Stunde: twilight (“the blue hour”)
ein blauer Brief: 1. notice of termination; 2. failure
notice/warning (school)
ins Blaue reisen/träumen: to travel/dream
aimlessly (“into the blue”)
Er ist blau. : He’s drunk.
ein blaues Auge: a black eye (black and blue)
Sie hat schöne blaue Augen.: She has pretty blue
eyes.
ein blauer Fleck: a bruise (“a blue spot”)
blaue Flecken haben: to be bruised up (“have blue
spots”)
mit einem blauen Auge davonkommen: to get off
lightly (with only a black eye)
einen Vogel haben (“to have a bird”): To be crazy,
not be all there.
Er hat einen Vogel.: He’s got a screw loose. He’s
nuts/crazy. [This expression goes back to an old
belief that mental problems were caused by birds
nesting in someone’s head.]
jemandem den Vogel zeigen: To tap one’s
forehead with a finger, indicating that someone is
crazy or stupid. [This is a punishable offense in
Germany, for which you can be fined.]
gang und gäbe sein: To be the normal/usual thing.
Bei uns ist das gang und gäbe.: For us that’s just
the normal way of doing things.
Gassi gehen: (“to go down the lane” – related to Gasse,
lane, alley) To walk the dog, take the dog out, go
walkies (Brit.).

grell (adj./adv.): shrill, piercing (voice, sound); garish,
gaudy (color); loud, flashy (style); glaring, dazzling
(light, sun)
grellbunt: gaudily/brightly colored
grellrot: bright/garish red
grün adj. / Grün, das: green – The color green is often
used as in English, but here are some variations:
alles im grünen Bereich: (“everything in the green
zone”) All is running well. Everything’s okay.
Das ist dasselbe in Grün.: (“That’s the same thing in
green.”) It’s all the same thing. – There’s no real
difference.
grüne Welle: (“green wave”) Coordinated/ synchronized traffic signals.
Grüne Welle bei 70 km/h.: Signals synchronized
for 70 km per hour.
Grüner wird’s nicht.: It won’t get any greener. (Said
to a driver who is slow to react to a green light.)

The Wernesgrüner brewery in Wernesgrün, Germany dates
back to 1436, 56 years before Columbus sailed to the New
World. Referring to the green in its name, it uses the slogan
above. IMAGE: Wernesgrüner Brauerei

heimlich, still und leise: (“secretly, quietly, and softly”)
Furtively, like a thief in the night, on the hush-hush,
on the QT, on the sly; quietly and unobtrusively.
Heimlich, still und leise schlich der Dieb durch das
Haus.: Furtively the thief crept through the house.
Heimlich, still und leise renovieren wir das Hotel,
während sein normaler Betrieb weiterläuft.:
Quietly in the background we are renovating the
hotel while its normal operations continue.

WORD NERDS! (cont'd)
Jahrgang, der: (year of birth/manufacture/birth/issue)
Sie ist Jahrgang 1985.: She was born in 1985.
Er ist mein Jahrgang.: He and I were born in the
same year.
Welcher Jahrgang ist dieser Wein?: Which vintage/
year is this wine?
Kaiserwetter, das: (“emperor’s weather”) Glorious
weather; blue skies and sunshine.
Wir hatten Kaiserwetter in Wien: We had glorious
weather
in
Vienna.
Considered
dated,
‘Kaiserwetter’ is still used in a nostalgic, humorous
way.
Mangelware sein: (Mangel + Ware > “shortage” +
“commodity”) To be scarce/be in short supply/not
grow on trees.
Gute Ärzte und Ärztinnen sind Mangelware.: Good
doctors don’t grow on trees.
Sonne ist dagegen Mangelware.: On the other
hand, sunshine will be hard to find.
Ohrwurm, der: (“ear worm”; earwig zool.)
ein Ohrwurm sein: To be a catchy tune/melody.
Papagei, der: Parrot. The German probably comes
from Old French papegai (le perroquet in modern
French). The Spanish is similar: el papagayo.
Er plappert alles wie ein Papagei nach.: He parrots
everything. He repeats everything like a parrot.
plappern: to prattle, chatter; talk nonsense; blab,
blather
Schabernack: practical joke

Schmetterling, der: Butterfly. It also regularly tops
lists of favorite words by German-speakers. NOTE: A
monarch butterfly is actually ein Monarchfalter in
German. Latin name: Danaus plexippus (der Falter =
butterfly, not “moth”; divided into Tagfalter [day] and
Nachtfalter [night]; the monarch is a Tagfalter)
Schnapsfahne, die: (“schnapps flag”) Booze breath;
smelling like a whiskey bottle. NOTE: The German
noun der Schnaps refers to distilled spirits of any kind
with a high alcohol content, not just schnapps in the
English sense.
Schnapsidee, die: (“schnapps idea”) Crackpot/
crazy idea, stupid notion. NOTE: The German word
reflects the aspect of thinking influenced by too
much alcohol.
schwarzfahren/Schwarzfahrer|in:
(“to
ride/travel
black”/”black rider”) To ride without a ticket/fare
dodger. NOTE: The idea is similar to “black” in “black
market,” implying illegality.
der Tapetenwechsel: (“change of wallpaper”) A
change of scenery/surroundings.
überfragt/Da bin ich überfragt.: (“over-asked” / “There
I’m over-asked.”) stumped/You’ve got me there. That I
don’t know.
zwischen den Jahren: (“between the years”) The
period of time between Christmas and New Year’s
Day. In Swiss German it’s called Altjahrswoche (“oldyear-week”).

A skeleton mermaid is placed on a rock in Copenhagen Harbour where the statue of the Little Mermaid is
normally situated. A hilarious Schabernack if ever we saw one! Photo: picture alliance / dpa | Brigitte
Rubaek / Handout

Texas State German Contest
Gail Cope Scholarships
Eligibility Rules:
Students who have placed in the top five in three or more events at the most recent Texas State
German Contest are eligible.
The student must be nominated by the German teacher in the student’s school.
Only one entry per school may be nominated.
Recipients will be chosen according to how many awards each won at State in both individual and
group events, using the contest sweepstakes point system. Ties will be broken by essays of 100 words or
less written by the nominating teachers.

Teacher Grants for Texas German Teachers for Contest Materials
Each year, Gail Cope accepts grant applications for up to $500/teacher or entire German Program (if more
than 1 German teacher at school) to be used for materials, etc. for the program. For example, consideration
might be given to materials that would help you improve contest results, skits, oompah music, books of
poetry, dance costumes, puppets, needlepoint kits, kit models, etc.
This teacher grant is open to any teachers/schools who regularly participate in contest, regardless of
whether or not they were able to come this year to State. An e-mail will go out to all teachers who
participated in State this year, so please feel free to forward to any who were unable to attend this year.
Past Student Scholarships
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019

Elena Carlsson
Norah Rami
Molly Bennett
Dara Kotyczka
Veronica Castille
Sanjana Iyer
Roger Jarboe
Ronni Cunang
Cole Grotjohn
Drew Eno
Reagan Pavelka
Ashley Araniva
Lexi Havelka
Rachel Mannon
Elena Carlsson
Sophia Taveira
Holly Luebsen
Marcus Metsala
Roger Jarboe III
Jaime Hotaling
Emileigh Ott
Adam Copeland
Benjamin Murdoch
Paige Evans
Rishikesh Jangale
Benjamin Newton
Ethan Tettleton
Nika Pajuh
Docian Kephart

Heights HS
Clements HS
La Grange HS
Clear Lake HS
Cedar Ridge HS
Canyon Vista MS
Marcus HS
Ben Barber
Boerne MS North
Anderson HS
Whitney HS
Morton Ranch HS
La Grange HS
Plano Sr. HS
Heights HS
Cedar Ridge HS
Tomball Memorial HS
Ben Barber Innovation Academy
Marcus HS
The Woodlands HS
Morton Ranch HS
Whitney HS
San Marcos HS
Plano West Sr. High
Clements HS
La Grange HS
Martin HS
Jasper HS
Marcus HS

Past Teacher/School Grants
$550
$450
$350
$250
$150
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$550
$450
$350
$250
$150
$100
$100
$100
$100
$550
$450
$350
$250
$150
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018

Belton ISD
$500
Willis High School
$500
Cinco Ranch High School
$484
La Grange ISD
$500
Plano ISD
$500
Plano West Sr. High School
$500
Clear Lake High School
$500
Deer Park High School
$239
Katy ISD
$500
Tomball High School
$500
Clear Lake High School
$442
Cinco Ranch High School
$487
William B Travis High School $300
Morton Ranch High School
$487
Allen High School
$421
The Woodlands High School $310

We’re looking for more tips
from teachers on how to
Work Smarter, Not Harder for
Contest. Send us your best
tips and you could win swag
you can use in your
classroom!

Work Smarter, Not Harder pt. 5
Flash cards and more!
Contest Tip! - German Artists
These make excellent projects for your students. Not
only can you teach them about the artists, but you can
decorate your room, and have students make copies of
their images for contest. They can use various media to
make the images, from painting to needlework. Flash
cards work well particularly if you make them fairly large
and laminate them. Have the information about their
dates, type of art work, most famous works, and any
interesting biographical information placed on the flash
card. On the back of the card have an image of an
important piece done by that artist. Separate cards
could be made for the art the student liked.
Here is a list of German artists to use for the project. It is
not totally comprehensive but is thorough. Let me know
if I left someone off that you like, and I will add it to the
list.
German Artists for Cultural Literacy
Stephan Lochner (1400-1451)
Martin Schongauer (1450-1491)
Tillman Riemenschneider (1460-1531)
Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528)
Lucas Cranach (1472-1553)
Albrecht Altdorfer (1480-1538)
Matthias Grünewald (1480-1528)
Hans Holbein the Younger (1497-1543)
Karl Langhans (1732-1808) architect of Brandenburg
Gate
Maria Anna Angelika/Angelica Katharina Kauffman
(1741 -1807) was a Swiss-Austrian Neoclassical
painter.
Caspar David Friedrich (1774-1840) father of German
Romanticism
Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902)
Thomas Nast (1840-1902)
Gustav Klimt (1862-1918) Austrian art nouveau
painter, father of Secessionist movement in Austria
Der Blaue Reiter- Group of artists from Munich before
WWII including Wassily Kandinsky (Russian-born
1866-1944), Paul Klee (Swiss-born 1879-1940)
Die Brücke-Emil Nolde (1867-1956) and Max
Beckmann (1884-1950) expressionist painters from
Dresden
Käthe Kollwitz (1867-1945)
Adolf Loos, architect (1870–1933)
Ernst Barlach (1870-1938)
Paula Modersohn-Becker (1876-1907)
Hans Hofmann (1880-1966)
Franz Marc (1880-1916)
Ernst Ludwig Kirchner (1880-1938)
Hannah Hoch (1889-1978)
Georg Gross (1893-1959)
Otto Dix (1891-1969)
Walter Gropius (1883-1969)
Max Ernst (1891-1976)

Sulamith Wulfing (1901-1989)
Berta Hummel (1909-1946)
Meret Oppenheim (1913-1985)
Friedrich Hundertwasser (1928-2000)
Helmut Newton (1920-2004)
Joseph Beuys (1921-1986)
Gerhard Richter (1932-)
Eva Hesse (1936-1970)
Georg Baselitz (1938-)
Anselm Kiefer (1945-)
Sigmar Polke (1941-2010)
This is another good Flash Card Project. They might
make them for you and for their science teachers
(brownie points for you and extra credit for them.)
List of German Nobel Prize Winners
Reinhard Genzel-2020 (see below)
Joachim Frank
Rainer Weiss
Stefan Hell
Thomas C. Südhof
Herta Müller
Harald zur Hausen
Gerhard Ertl
Peter Grünberg
Theodor W. Hänsch
Wolfgang Ketterle
Herbert Kroemer
Günter Blobel
Günter Grass
Horst L. Störmer
Paul J. Crutzen
Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard
Reinhard Selten
Bert Sakmann
Erwin Neher
Hans G. Dehmelt
Wolfgang Paul
Johann Deisenhofer
Robert Huber
Hartmut Michel
Jack Steinberger
J. Georg Bednorz
John Polanyi
Ernst Ruska
Gerd Binnig
Klaus von Klitzing
Georges J.F. Köhler
Georg Wittig
Arno Penzias
Henry Kissinger
Ernst Otto Fischer
Karl von Frisch
Heinrich Böll

Work Smarter, Not Harder pt. 5
German Nobel Prize Winners (cont'd)
Gerhard Herzberg
Willy Brandt
Bernard Katz
Max Delbrück
Manfred Eigen
Hans Bethe
Nelly Sachs
Feodor Felix Konrad Lynen
Konrad Bloch
Karl Ziegler
Maria Goeppert-Mayer
J. Hans D. Jensen
Rudolf Mössbauer
Werner Forssmann
Polykarp Kusch
Max Born
Walther Bothe
Hermann Staudinger
Fritz Albert Lipmann
Hans Adolf Krebs
Albert Schweitzer
Otto Diels
Kurt Alder
Hermann Hesse
Ernst Boris Chain
Otto Hahn
Otto Stern
Adolf Butenandt
Gerhard Domagk
Richard Kuhn
Otto Loewi
Carl von Ossietzky
Hans Spemann
Werner Karl Heisenberg
Otto Heinrich Warburg
Carl Bosch
Friedrich Bergius
Hans Fischer
Thomas Mann
Hans von Euler-Chelpin
Adolf Otto Reinhold Windaus
Ludwig Quidde
Heinrich Otto Wieland
Gustav Stresemann
James Franck
Gustav Ludwig Hertz
Otto Fritz Meyerhof
Albert Einstein
Walther Nernst
Johannes Stark
Fritz Haber
Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck
Richard Willstätter

Max von Laue
Gerhart Hauptmann
Wilhelm Wien
Otto Wallach
Albrecht Kossel
Paul Johann Ludwig Heyse
Karl Ferdinand Braun
Wilhelm Ostwald
Rudolf Christoph Eucken
Paul Ehrlich
Eduard Buchner
Robert Koch, Physiology or Medicine, 1905
Philipp Lenard
Adolf von Baeyer
Hermann Emil Fischer
Theodor Mommsen
Emil Adolf von Behring
Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen

German astrophysicist shares Nobel Prize
in physics
The Nobel Prize in physics has been awarded to
British scientist Roger Penrose, along with
German Reinhard Genzel and US physicist
Andrea Ghez, for their research into black holes.
The Nobel Prize in physics has been awarded to
British-born Roger Penrose for the discovery
that black hole formation is a robust prediction
of the general theory of relativity, along with
German Reinhard Genzel and US physicist
Andrea
Ghez
for
the
discovery
of
a
supermassive compact object at the center of
our galaxy.
"This year's prize is about the darkest parts of
the universe," the Nobel Committee said
Tuesday when announcing the award in
Stockholm.
Penrose is a professor at the University of
Oxford, while Genzel works at Germany's
prestigious
Max
Planck
Institute
for
Extraterrestrial Physics. Ghez is a researcher at
the University of California.

Some German Superstitions
By Erin "ebe" Porter from The German Way & More
This is the perfect time to go over some German
superstitions, or Aberglauben. Every culture has them,
but when you aren’t raised around them they can strike
you as a bit funny. From fondling chimney sweeps to
strict rules about when to open a window, here are some
superstitions in Germany:

Look for a Chimney Sweep for New Year's Eve

Es zieht

It won’t take you long to find out Germans have a very
contradictory attitude toward drafts. On one hand, it is
vital for every German house to lüften (air out) on a daily
basis. German homes are traditionally airtight and this
practice prevents Schimmel (mold) and the much-feared
stale air. The exact protocol seems to differ German to
German, but the expectation is that every household
should leave the windows open for at least 5-10 minutes
a day, no matter whether there is sunshine, rain, or snow.
German windows are built for this production so you can
leave them ajar and Dauerlüftung throughout the day. If
it is cold, you still must air your Wohnung but can do so
in a burst of stosslüftung by fully opening the windows,
ideally so there is a cross breeze. It is a less ridiculous in
the times of Coronavirus when Luften can really make a
difference in the rates of transmission. Maybe the
Germans had it right all along.
…until you consider the opposing German conviction that
the slightest breeze can cause illness. The term “Es zieht”
(which translates to “it pulls”) may be shouted with
disdain whenever there is the slightest draft. The German
will tug their scarf a little tighter then snap the window
closed curtly, fearing that errant breeze will cause a cold,
neck, back or joint pain, or infection.

No Early “Happy Birthday”
To wish someone an early birthday is to wish them a year
of bad luck. You also can’t open gifts before the official
date. Save that Alles Gute zum Geburtstag til the day.
A Proper Prost
Beer drinking is serious business in German, and
nowhere is that more clear in the traditions surrounding
the “Prost“. Germans take their direct eye contact to
another level when you raise a beer to cheers. You must
look every person in the eyes as you clink glasses, or else
the prerequisite 7 years bad luck. Just as bad is if you
prost with an empty glass, or glass of water.

Silvester (New Year’s Eve) is a time of year ripe with
superstition. In Germany, it is all about the Feuerwerk
(fireworks), the mustard doughnut, Marienkäfer
(ladybug),
the
Bleigießen
(lead
pouring),
the
Glücksschwein (lucky pig), and the Schornsteinfeger
(chimney sweep). Wait…what?!
Among those many bizarre traditions, it was the
chimney sweep that caught me most by surprise. Our
first Silvester in Germany a friend brought a clover plant
(an almost universal symbol of luck) with a little wire
sweeper cheekily perched on top. When I inquired about
its origins, I found you are supposed to touch a
Schornsteinfeger‘s buttons on this day. Historically, a
sweep collected their earnings in the new year so it was
a very lucky day for them, and they were the first to bring
their well wishes to each household. Today, chimney
sweeps are harder to come by but you can still find their
likeness all over Germany around the new year.
Knock on Wood
“Knock on wood” is a common North American saying,
but its practice is a bit different in Germany. Stammtisch
(regulars table) is an informal meet-up, often centered
around a sturdy wood table and some beer drinking.
Whenever someone joins the table, you give a hearty
knock on the table. Besides being a robust greeting, this
was once a way to ward off the devil. The tables were
usually oak, and legend says the devil can’t touch oak so
knocking on it proved you weren’t the devil.
Press Your Thumbs
Americans grow up crossing their fingers, but in
Germany you Daumen drücken (press your thumbs). This
tradition is said to come from gladiator times in Rome
when a thumbs up indicated that the gladiator would be
executed and tucked in thumbs allowed them to live. In
Germany, the custom of crossing fingers would only be
done behind someone’s back when they are lying.

Holidays and Celebrations for September
September 29 | Michaelmas (Michaelis (das), der
Michaelistag) – Feast of St. Michael the Archangel
September | Oktoberfest (Oktoberfest) – In Munich.
Two-week celebration beginning in late September
and ending on the first Sunday in October. More…
September | Thanksgiving (Erntedank) in the
German-speaking countries takes place on various
dates from September to November, depending on
the location. The Thanksgiving observance in
German-speaking Europe is not a legal holiday.

The typical German, Austrian or Swiss thanksgiving
celebration (Erntedankfest) is usually a rural harvest
time observance with church services, a parade, music,
and a country fair atmosphere. In larger cities,
Erntedankfest is sponsored by Protestant and Catholic
churches. A typical German church observance begins
with a sermon and perhaps some choral singing. Then
comes the thanksgiving procession, complete with the
presenting of the traditional “harvest crown”
(Erntekrone) for the harvest queen (Erntekönigin).
(Note: The queen gets a crown much smaller than the
one in the photo above.). Later in the day, there’s more
music, dancing, and food. In some places, there is also
an evening service followed by a lantern and torch
parade (Laternenumzug) for the children — and even
fireworks!
An autumn wreath for sale in Germany.

In Switzerland, many communities observe Erntedank
in mid-September. In Germany the observance is often
on the first Sunday in October, which is usually also the
first Sunday following Michaelistag or Michaelmas (29
September). This puts the Germanic thanksgiving closer
to Canada’s Thanksgiving holiday in early October, rather
than the American observance in late November, but
there is no official date or any nationwide observance as
in the US and Canada. Not even the “official” Erntedank
date of the first Sunday in October, recommended by
the German Catholic Church since 1972, is followed
uniformly everywhere in Germany, nor is it included in
the Church calendar of official observances. In some
areas, Erntedank coincides with the wine harvest and
takes place as late as November. For 2020, in response to
the Covid-19 pandemic, most communities modified the
celebration, but refused to drop it entirely.

Oktoberfest!
The Oktoberfest 2019 in Munich (cancelled in
2020 and 2021 for Covid-19 concerns):
6.3 million visitors (more guests than the state of
Hesse has inhabitants) counted the Wiesn 2018 and
more than 7.3 million measures of beer were drunk.
The Oktoberfest 2019 included the “Große Wiesn”
with 34.5 hectares, including “Oider Wiesn” (=Old
Oktoberfest) with 3.5 hectares
About 8000 permanent employees and 5,000
changing employees
Beer price 2019: 10.80 – 11.80 € (2018:10.70 – 11.50 €)
Toilets: 1,400 “seats”, approx. 1 kilometer “standing
room”, 43 toilets suitable for the disabled
Food: Oxen: 124; calves: 29; roast chicken: 509.420,
pork sausage: 122.658 pairs, knuckles of pork: 80.259
Power consumption: 2.84 million kilowatt hours
Visitors: most international visitors came from the
USA, Great Britain, Austria, Switzerland and France
Wiesn Sanitation Station: 6,592 people cared for,
including 600 people with alcohol poisoning

Did you know that…
… a total of around 4,000 items was found in 2019?
Mostly keys, clothes and cell phones were found.
However, some bizarre items, such as carry cases for
cats, dentures, a leather whip, a tuba, 2 crutches
and a drum set were found as well.
... there is an Oktoberfest App?
The technical progress does not stop, and the
Oktoberfest keeps up to date! To orient yourself as a
“non-native”, there is an app with a “Bavarian –
German” dictionary, an interactive map of the
festival area and the latest Oktoberfest hits.
… in 2012, the operator of the Hacker tent installed a
beer pipeline?
Therefore, the visitors of this tent receive their beer
even faster! This system is attached to a 1000
hectolitre central tank.
… Oktoberfest waitresses carry up to 18 beer mugs
weighing around 41.4 kilograms?

… the Deutsche Post set up its own branch at the main
entrance at the Theresienwiese?
Thus, the Oktoberfest visitors can send greetings to
“those staying home”.
… due to a general ban of any kind of advertising or
lobby events at the Oktoberfest area, Paris Hilton was
once expelled from the Oktoberfest in 2006?
… there is also an Oktoberfest on the Zugspitze?
In September 2021 the 12th Zugspitze Oktoberfest
takes place on Germany’s highest mountain. Unlike
the Munich Oktoberfest, this festival offers a free
panoramic view besides a joyful Oktoberfest-like
mood and tasty Bavarian and Tyrolean specialties.
… Albert Einstein helped to install the lighting in the
Schottenhammel tent in 1896?
… the Oktoberfest has already been cancelled 26 times?
… more than 112,000 beer mugs were stolen in 2014?
… waste baskets were abolished after the Oktoberfest
bombing in 1980?
… the project “Safe Wiesn for girls and women” exists?
A must-have for girls and young women: It is a free
app called “WiesnProtect” with cool features such
as your current location, your hotel and the security
point shown on the map, as well as a separate
emergency call feature, the most important phone
numbers and many additional features.
… the term “Wiesn” has only recently been included in
the Duden?

Oktoberfest! (cont'd)
31 Fun Facts About Oktoberfest
1. Oktoberfest is called October but starts in
September.

… there is a “Gay Sunday” in the Bräurosl tent?
Thousands of homosexual men (and an increasing
number of women) from all over the world are
celebrating at the “Gay Sunday” at the Bräurosl, a
community that is unlikely to be experienced
anywhere else.
… at the Oktoberfest flea circus around 80 fleas “work” in
five shifts?

Fun fact: The event started in 1810 and at that time it took place during
one week of October. Along the years, it was extended and the starting
date was changed to September because the weather is warmer and
more pleasing. Therefore, it’s easier to attract more visitors to stay even
longer and enjoy the beer (and festival) throughout the night.

2. Munich beer only.
Oktoberfest is, above all, a celebration of Bavarian
traditions, so the only beer you’ll find during the festival
is brewed within the city limits of Munich. Only beers
that fit this criteria are considered Oktoberfest Beers.

What is the most popular food at Oktoberfest?
Here, 11 traditional Oktoberfest foods.
Roast Chicken. ...
Schweinebraten (roast pork) ...
Schweinshaxe (roasted ham hock) ...
Steckerlfisch (grilled fish on a stick) ...
Würstl (sausages) ...
Brezen (pretzels) ...
Knödel (potato or flour dumplings) ...
Käsespätzle (cheese noodles)

3. It is a 204-year-old tradition that wasn’t originally a
beer festival.
The first Oktoberfest was held to honor the marriage of
Prince Ludwig and Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen, in
1810. Now that’s what we call a wedding party!
Fun fact: The wedding party ended with a horse party.

4. They’ve cancelled it 24 times.
You can’t stop beer pouring! In 200 years, Oktoberfest
has only been cancelled 24 times. The causes were
mostly due to the war and cholera epidemics.
5. Vomit-proof sneakers for Oktoberfest.
With so much beer being consumed it’s obvious that
some people might feel sick and end up puking… And
that’s why Adidas recently released a limited edition of
vomit-proof sneakers inspired by the Oktoberfest.

Oktoberfest! (cont'd)
14. There’s a wine tent.
Besides 15 different types of wine, there’s also
champagne and sparkling wine in the Weinzelt – wine
tent.

6. Locals call it “Wiesn”.
It’s named after the Theresienwiese, which is the name
of the land where it takes place, and it’s also named after
Therese, the Princess that was married there. It’s
pronounced as “Vizen”.
Fun fact: The “Oide Wiesn” is a part of the festival that features
more traditional elements such as music, dancing and
costumes, in contrast with other parts of the festival that are
dedicated to beer and partying.

7. Nobody raises their mug until the Mayor says so.
Since 1950, the festival has only started after the official
gun salute and the mayor shouting O’ zapft is! (“It’s
tapped!”) and offering the first mug to the MinisterPresident of the State of Bavaria. Only after that, the
festival can start. At noon on the first day, the Mayor will
tap the first keg of beer and the festival will (officially)
start.
8. The hairier the hat, the wealthier the wearer.
During Oktoberfest, traditional visitors wear Bavarian
hats (Tirolerhüte). The more tufts of goat hair on your
hat, the wealthier you are considered to be. Except
nowadays the tufts are synthetic and everybody can look
as wealthy or as poorly as they like.
9. Beer prices start at 10.70€ / £9.50 / $12.
It’s the price of one liter of beer… Not for those looking
for a low budget festival.
10. The beer is specially brewed for Oktoberfest and it’s
extra strong.
One mug of beer here is equivalent to 8 shots of
Schnapps. They’re specially brewed for the festival and
they have at least 6% alcohol.
11. As a result, it could be dangerous for some.
Around 600-800 people suffer from alcohol poisoning
each year.
12. There’s an on-site Red Cross tent.
And it’s usually full! In 2018, at least 5,800 people needed
medical attention.
13. There are 14 large beer hall tents.
The most famous one is Schottenhamel because it’s
where the mayor taps the first keg and the biggest one
is Hofbräu-Festhalle which seats almost 11,000 people.
Fun fact: The “Hacker-Festhalle” tent will have a rock
band playing every day at 5:30PM to get the party
started.

15. And food is everywhere.
There are around 140 restaurants and food stands.

16. Despite the international appeal, it’s still a
surprisingly local affair.
Only 19% of the visitors aren’t from Germany.
17. Oktoberfest is always packed and it helps the
economy.
More than 6 million attend Oktoberfest annually and it
employs around 13,000 people. It helps that it’s free to
enter!
18. Oktoberfest closes between 11:30PM and midnight.
Most locals head to the after-parties.
19. But it opens between 9:00am and 10:00am.
It’s actually family-friendly. Kind of like a state fair with
more than 80 rides.

Oktoberfest! (cont'd)
20. People drank 7.5 million liters of beer in 2018!
Fun fact: In 1910, on its 100th birthday, 120,000 liters of beer
were poured – that’s about 1,500 bathtubs worth of beer!

21. Einstein worked there.
Albert Einstein, once worked as an electrician and
helped to set up one of the beer tents in 1896.
22. Oktoberfest has its very own, pop-up post office.
They send around 130,000 postcards and gifts every year.

23. Glass Steins were late to the party.
It wasn’t until 1892 that beer was served in glass mugs.
They were traditionally made of stone, then they created
them with metal, but now they’re mostly made of glass.
24. Beer mugs are popular souvenirs.
Guests love to take them home. In 2010, 130,000 beer
mugs were confiscated and taken back to their tent
owners.

28. It’s a surprisingly kid-friendly zone.
The idea of bringing children to a massive beer festival
might seem pretty far out, but the truth is that there
are hundreds of children that attend the festival every
year.
There are ferries wheel, roller coasters, games and
traditional Bavarian parades.

29. “Honey, I might’ve lost the kids”.
Seems like losing your offspring is a rather common
side effect of beer drinking. Fear not, however, there is
a lost and found children office on the premises.
30. Lost & Found collects around 5,000 items each
year.
Lost and found possessions include wheelchairs, baby
carriages, passports, keys, crutches and dogs (!). And
they find a pair of teeth almost every year. Wedding
rings also seem to get surprisingly loose during
Oktoberfest.
31. Paris Hilton is permanently banned from
Oktoberfest.

25. Host at Oktoberfest.
Whoever wants to open a food stall or tent has to wait
up to 20 years.
26. “Ein Prosit der Gemütlichkeit!”
This can be heard all the time at the Oktoberfest. But it’s
not Bavarian, it was just invented by a musician
(Bernhard Dittrich of Chemnitz).
27. Church and Oktoberfest.
Sounds out of place? Well, they hold a mass every first
Thursday of the Oktoberfest in the Hippodrome tent.
She went to the event dressed in a golden and shiny
Bavarian Drindl to promote a brand of canned wine.
Locals got the organizers to ban her because they were
offended by how she was dressed.

News - Western Germany Floods
German floods: Up to €30 billion needed
for recovery fund
From Deutsche Welle, August 9, 2021
North Rhine-Westphalia State Premier Armin Laschet
said at least €13 billion would be needed in his state
alone. Over 180 people died in last month's natural
disaster.
North Rhine-Westphalia state premier and CDU
chancellor candidate Armin Laschet said Monday that at
least €26 billion ($30.5 billion) or more will be needed to
help rebuild damaged areas in Germany after deadly
flooding last month.
The comments come ahead of a conference on Tuesday
between Chancellor Angela Merkel and state leaders,
where they are expected to sign off on the recovery plan.
What did Laschet say?
"The total damage in North Rhine-Westphalia will reach
€13 billion, according to initial estimates," Laschet told
members of the state's parliament.
The floods inflicted damage on more than 150 schools in
the state, along with 200 day care centers.
Laschet promised to do everything possible to help
affected towns and families recover from the disaster.
He said the cost of recovery in neighboring state of
Rhineland-Palatinate "will reach a similar, perhaps even
higher sum."
"All the states have shown they are ready to commit to
this €20 to €30 billion," he added
The cost of the recovery will be split equally between the
federal government and the states.
News magazine Der Spiegel reported on Monday that
the federal government has agreed to a recovery
package of €30 billion. The amount is up from the €10
billion sum that the magazine reported was in the talks
last week.
Germany reeling from worst flooding in decades
The floods in the two western German states left 184
people dead. The eastern state of Saxony-Anhalt was
also impacted by the waters, along with the southern
state of Bavaria.
Laschet and other German officials have been criticized
for their handling of the crisis.
Some residents of heavily-impacted areas have said they
received no warning prior to the deadly floods. German
prosecutors recently opened a probe into the district
chief of the hard-hit area of Ahrweiler for negligence.

SPORTS - Tokyo 2020: German coach suspended
for punching horse at Olympics

Kim Raisner was told to leave the Olympics for punching a horse

Germany's modern pentathlon coach Kim Raisner was
suspended on Saturday after punching a horse at the
Tokyo Olympics.
The sports governing body, the UIPM, said Raisner was
disqualified for "appearing to strike the horse Saint Boy...
with her fist."
In Friday's women's competition in Tokyo, television
footage picked up Raisner encouraging Annika Schleu
to "properly" whip the horse as Saint Boy repeatedly
refused to take the course.
She responded to her coach's instructions and duly
whipped the horse, but it did not have the desired effect.
The episode left Schleu distraught as her medal hopes
drifted away before her teary eyes.
The UIPM said Raisner had been given a "black card...
disqualifying her from the remainder of the Tokyo 2020
Olympic Games," by its executive board following a
review of the video clip.
"Her actions were deemed to be in violation of the UIPM
Competition Rules, which are applied to all recognized
Modern Pentathlon competitions including the Olympic
Games," a UIPM statement said.
On Saturday, Raisner was not present at the Tokyo
Stadium for the men's event, with the German Olympic
chief Alfons Hörmann saying it was the "best solution" to
avoid "further question marks" about the coach.
Hörmann said this decision was a mutual one following
discussions between Schleu, Raisner and Susanne
Wiedemann, sport director of the German modern
pentathlon federation.
How has the Schleu responded?
Schleu, who had been favored to win gold heading in to
the competition, said she "didn't expect so much
negative hate."
Speaking with news agency dpa, Schleu described what
happened in the moment when she realized that her
horse was too panicked to take the course.
"Unfortunately in this stressful situation — while in first
place at the Olympic Games — I perhaps more quickly
lost my nerve and started to cry. I then tried to use the
[riding] crop," she told dpa.

While she was disappointed with how she reacted,
Schleu denied that she caused any harm to the horse.
"Of course I feel attacked when it's said that I [was]
inhumane — when there are accusations of animal
cruelty," she said.
"I handled the horse to the best of my ability. It was
already clear one needed to be a little more firm, but I
was at no time rough," the athlete said.
She added that she understood the criticism against her
coach and that Raisner "could have chosen her words
differently" when instructing her to hit the horse.
What is the modern pentathlon?
As well as show jumping, the modern pentathlon
consists of swimming, fencing, running and shooting.
A key element of the discipline, however, is riding an
unfamiliar horse, with competitors given only 20 minutes
to bond with their animal before embarking on their
quest for Olympic glory.
Raisner was not the first German coach to become
embroiled in a controversy during this year's Olympic
Games.
Cycling sports director Patrick Moster was sent home
and suspended until the end of the year after making a
racist comment during the men's road time trial.

Annika Schleu was in tears as her horse refused to take the course in Tokyo

Senfmuseum (Mustard Museum)
Cologne, Germany
This small condiment museum makes all manner of mustards with a 200-year-old mill.

A 200-YEAR-OLD MUSTARD MILL IS the centerpiece at
a museum devoted to one of Germany’s favorite
condiments. While Cologne may be more famous for
its towering Gothic cathedral or refreshing glasses of
kölsch, it’s also home to the Senfmuseum (mustard
museum).
The museum highlights great mustard moments in
history, from Julius Caesar bringing seeds across
Europe to Pliny the Elder proposing its health benefits.
Visitors can watch history come alive as employees use
a restored mill dating back to 1810 to produce an array
of cold-ground mustards, including a moderately spicy
recipe from 1820 as well as garlic, honey, and cayenne
varieties.
The museum also works mustard into other delectable
forms. There are fruity spreads— from a honey-mustard
fig chutney to a sweet jam of apples and Rieslingbased senf— and even a mustard-based herb liqueur.
The museum’s enthusiastic mustard-loving staff lead
tours where they demonstrate the proper method to
make senf and provide a few samples.

Liquidrom, Berlin, Germany
This futuristic German spa allows visitors to float in a pool of salt water while zoning out to
underwater techno.

RESEMBLING A SURREAL CROWN, THE exterior of the
Tempodrom, where the Liquidrom spa is located, looks
like something straight out of a science fiction novel. The
hi-tech delights within don’t disappoint either.
The complex is built to look like an abstract tent
structure, the site once served as a massive train station
circa World War II, where buskers would perform where
they pleased. Inside the ultra-modern structure, any
remnant of those locomotive days are gone, however,
they have been replaced with top of the line spa facilities
made of clean lines and comfortable contours.
The Liquidrom is outfitted with a variety of saunas and
baths, as well as clean, new changing facilities. However,
all of these standard relaxation options pale in
comparison to the crown jewel of the spa’s crown, the
large saltwater floating pool. Surrounded by large arches,
the dimly lit pool is brought to life by multi-colored lights
and music that is meant to be heard under the water.
From classical to techno, the music and lights run
different programs that can be checked on the website.
While the goal of the pool is to promote relaxation, the
overall effect looks like something straight out of
dreamscape.

Otto Wagner Villa I (Ernst Fuchs Museum), Vienna, Austria
This grand manse has been transformed into a museum devoted to one of the founders of
Fantastic Realism.
Built in 1888 as a summerhouse, Otto Wagner’s villa was
always considered a peculiar place. The plans for Villa
Wagner I, which included a bowling alley in the garden,
an opulent external staircase, and an orangery, were first
exhibited in Berlin and immediately got the public’s
attention.
The house became the site of events welcoming many of
Wagner’s famous friends from the Austrian art scenes.
Gustav Klimt, Josef Hoffmann, Gustav Mahler, and other
famous names from the Vienna Secession movement
spent time inside the villa’s walls. Unfortunately, after this
period, the site was taken over by the Nazis during World
War II, and the estate entered a period of decline. It was
even considered for demolition around the 1960s.
Despite it falling into some disrepair, Austrian painter
Ernst Fuchs purchased the site in 1972. He spent two
years renovating the site before opening it to the public.
The renewed villa integrated a look inspired in part by
Wagner’s style, as translated by Fuchs’s personal vision.
Today, the villa is home to the Ernst Fuchs Museum, and
visitors can explore two floors fully stuffed with custommade furniture and artwork, including large-scale
paintings, customized fabrics, and erotic bronze statues.
An outstanding fountain house, a small gallery, and a
café with an extravagantly styled esplanade combine to
make the entire estate a tribute to Fantastic Realism.

The gummy bear originated in Germany, where it
is popular under the name Gummibär (gum or
gummy bear) or in the endearing form
Gummibärchen ([little] gum or gummy bear).
Gum arabic was the original base ingredient used
to produce the gummy bears, hence the name
gum or gummy. Hans Riegel, Sr., a confectioner
from Bonn, started the Haribo company in 1920.
In 1922, inspired by the trained bears seen at
street festivities and markets in Europe through
to the 19th century, he invented the Dancing Bear
(Tanzbär), a small, affordable, fruit-flavored gum
candy treat for children and adults alike, which
was much larger in form than its later successor,
the Gold-Bear (Goldbär). Even during Weimar
Germany's hyperinflation period that wreaked
havoc on the country, Haribo's fruit-gum Dancing
Bear treats remained affordably priced for a mere
1 Pfennig, in pairs, at kiosks. The success of the
Dancing Bear's successor would later become
Haribo's world-famous Gold-Bears candy product
in 1967.
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GNOMES - Germanic Keepers of Treasure and Wisdom
By Eric Bryan, German Life Magazine

succored. In return, forest animals were prepared to help
gnomes whenever necessary. Gnomes were known for
favoring jewelry and gems and had a reputation for
being the best gem cutters and jewelers.

Garden Gnomes

Swiss physician Paracelsus described gnomus—spirits of
Renaissance magic and alchemy—in his 1566 Liber de
Nymphis, Sylvanis, Pygmaeis, Salamandris, et Gigantibus
etc. He possibly coined the word or drew it from a Latin
term meaning a Greek “earth-dweller”, a reference to
such creatures living underground. Gnome derives from
the Renaissance Latin gnomus and the Greek gnosis
(knowledge). The German word for gnome is
erdmännlein.
Gnomes were believed to be mountain and earth spirits which guarded subterranean treasure such as veins of
gold. They were usually depicted as bearded males
wearing hooded brown outfits. While gnomes were
considered earth spirits, the other three elements were
also present: water with undine, fire with salamander,
and air with sylph. Paracelsus considered gnomes to be
the most important of the elemental earth spirits and
characterized them as humanoid creatures standing
two spans (18 inches) tall, who were wary and shy of
people, and had the ability to walk through solid walls or
rock as easily as fish swim through water. In 19th century
fairy tales, the meaning of gnome became entangled
and blended with other names for “little people” such as
leprechaun, goblin, and brownie.
In some traditions, should a sunray touch a gnome, the
creature would (at least temporarily) turn into stone.
Other legends tell that gnomes take the form of toads
during daylight hours. Gnomes are often portrayed in
German fairy and folktales as grizzled guardians of
underground riches. This latter attribute led to Swiss
bankers being referred to as “Gnomes of Zürich”, or
simply as “Swiss Gnomes." In myth, gnomes were also
caretakers of secret knowledge and Gob, the King of the
Gnomes, possessed a magic sword and was able to sway
the melancholic nature of humans.
A gnome was reputedly seven times as strong as a man,
had better vision than did a hawk, and was able to run at
about 35mph. Said to love animals, gnomes used their
skills to locate injured creatures which they then

The German production of gnome figurines, referred to
as garden gnomes and used as lawn ornaments, began
in the 19th century. Garden gnomes spread through
Saxony and Thuringia to other European countries in the
1840s and were especially popular in Britain and France.
By 1841, the Baehr and Maresch Company in Dresden
stocked ceramic gnome figures. In 1847 Sir Charles Isham
acquired 21 terracotta gnomes made in Germany by
Philip Griebel and took them to his home in England,
Lamport Hall, where he had them placed in his gardens.
Only one of these originals survives at Lamport Hall, and
it is insured for about $1.5 million. From about 1860 many
garden gnomes were produced in Gräfenroda, a town in
Thuringia known for ceramic manufacture. For
generations, the family-run Philip Griebel company
continued to make garden gnomes in Germany. In
December 2020 Helma Ortmanntook over from
Reinhard Griebel as CEO of the Gräfenroda-based firm,
with Heidrun Viehweg as managing director. Today, the
garden gnome population in Germany has swelled to
perhaps 30 million. The design of garden gnomes was
later influenced by the appearance of the dwarves in the
1937 Disney animated movie, Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs, a film which caused a resurgence in the interest
in garden gnomes. Another surge in popularity occurred
in the 1970s with the production of plastic garden
gnomes.
In 2014 the Social Democratic Party of Austria used
gnome figures called “Coolmen” during their campaign
in Vorarlberg. The gnome figures, wearing sunglasses
and holding signs bearing slogans, appeared along
highly trafficked roads. After 400 of the figures
disappeared, the party filed a police report, an incident
which attracted international notice.
Garden gnomes are usually depicted as male, bearded,
and wearing a red Phrygian cap. The figures can be
terracotta or made of resin or plastic, and are sometimes
posed dozing, gardening, or fishing. In the 1990s a trend
began of abducting garden gnomes from peoples’ yards
and traveling with them, taking snapshots of the gnomes
in various locales, and sending the photos to the gnomes’
owners. As a takeoff on this practice, Travelocity.com
commercials featured the “Roaming Gnome”. Mock
organizations such as the Gnome Liberation Front,
founded in France in 1997, have “liberated” hundreds of
gnomes from people’s gardens.

GNOMES - Germanic Keepers of Treasure and Wisdom
By Eric Bryan, German Life Magazine

GNOME (LOWERLEFT) IN A MINE, WOODCUTFROM HISTORIA DE
GENTIBUS SEPTENTRIONALIBUS, BY OLAUS MAGNUS,1555. TRUSTEES OF
THE BRITISHMUSEUM / PHOTOGRAPH J.R. FREEMAN & CO. LTD.

The Brothers Grimm
In “The Gnome”, a story collected by the Brothers Grimm
in their Household Tales (first published in 1812), a treeloving king with three daughters has a special apple tree
growing in his palace garden. If anyone dared to eat an
apple from this tree, the king would wish the culprit a
hundred fathoms below ground. When the three
daughters taste of one of the apples, they soon find
themselves far underground.
Three young huntsmen set out in search of the
daughters, and at a strange, deserted castle meet a
gnome asking for bread. After several encounters, the
gnome offers to show the youngest of the huntsmen
where the three daughters are — in three chambers at
the bottom of a dry well. The youngest huntsman
descends the well and rescues the daughters from three
dragons, but his two brothers double-cross him and
leave him in the well in order to take credit for saving
the girls.
The youngest huntsman finds a flute hanging on a wall
of one of the chambers in the well, takes it down and
plays a few notes. This act summons several gnomes, so
he continues to play, and more and more gnomes
appear. They grant the huntsman his wish to return
above-ground by flying him up out of the well, and he
makes his way back to the king’s palace. Here the
daughters vouch for him, to the detriment of his
brothers, and he marries the youngest of the daughters.

A History of the Garden Gnome
Small gnome statues began appearing in Europe in the
early 1600’s as a sign of good luck. The garden or lawn
gnomes as we know them today, appeared in Germany
in the mid to late 1800’s and were always made of clay.
Gnomes first appeared in the gardens of England in the
1840’s and from there their popularity began to take off.
The mythical gnomes were thought to live underground
as their name derives from a Latin word for earth dweller.
They were popular in German fairy tales and were often
described as old men who guarded treasure.
The first garden gnomes that were mass-produced also
came from Germany in the 1870’s. The two biggest
names in gnome manufacturing were Philipp Griebel
and August Heissner. With Heissner becoming known
around the world for his beautifully made gnomes.
Unfortunately, the world wars wiped out most garden
gnome production in Germany, making antique German
gnomes extremely rare today.
In the 1980’s companies in the Czech Republic and
Poland started making gnomes and flooded the market
with cheaper imitations of the German products. Today,
most gnomes are made in either Poland or China. The
American company, Kimmel Gnomes, is one of the last
manufacturers of clay and resin gnomes that are finished
by hand and not mass-produced. These come in a variety
of sizes, poses and colors.
There are 25 million garden gnomes in Germany today.
Originally, gnomes were thought to provide protection,
especially of buried treasure and minerals in the ground.
They are still used today to watch over crops and
livestock, often tucked into the corners of a barn or
hidden in the garden.

German Americans Celebrating Birthdays!

Have something you'd like to share with other Texas State
German Contest teachers and students? Do you have a
great German recipe or craft to share? Send us an email at
tsgc40th@gmail.com and we'll be happy to include it!

Answers in next month's newsletter

