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Frohes Halloween!
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Frohes Halloween (Happy Halloween)

Ruhe in Frieden (Rest in peace)

There isn’t a special German word for Halloween, so a
simple Frohes Halloween is all that’s needed to wish
someone a lovely, spooky day.
Froh by itself means “merry” and, in the correct gender
case, can be tacked on to the beginning of a certain
holiday for a celebratory greeting (for example, Frohe
Weihnachten for “Merry Christmas”).

Naturally, as with the English R.I.P., you’ll also find this
phrase on gravestones, although not shortened as R.I.F.
as you might think!

Süßes oder Saures! (Sweets or sours!)
The German equivalent to “Trick or treat!” and what
candy-craving German children chime at doorsteps on
Halloween. One can also say Süßes, sonst gibt’s Saures
(“Sweets, or there will be sours”) to be slightly more
menacing in their approach.

Vorsicht! (Beware!)
A good word to know whether it’s Halloween or not, as it
can also just serve as a general warning of “Watch out!” If
you want to be more specific, you can say Vorsicht vor
___ (“Beware of ___”).

Der Jack O’ Lantern / Halloweenkürbis (jack o’
lantern)
The name “jack o’ lantern” and the practice of decorating
candle-lit pumpkins derives from an Irish folktale and
there isn’t a unique German word for it.
Der Halloweenkürbis literally just means “Halloween
pumpkin.” There are actually a number of pumpkincarving events in the German-speaking world, a popular
one being the Kürbisfest in Retzer Land near Vienna.

Die Gruselgeschichte (scary story)
This word is a simple combination of the adjective
gruselig (“creepy” or “horrifying”) and die Geschichte
(“story”). Germany has its own tradition of eerie tales, so
you’ll definitely want to hear some of them on Halloween
night.

18 Essential German Words and Phrases for a Spooky Halloween (cont'd)
Der Alptraum / der Nachtmahr (nightmare)

naschen (to eat sweets)

Der Alptraum is a word derived from a combination of
der Alb (“elf” or “goblin”) and der Traum (“dream”), as it
was once believed that nightmares were caused by an elf
sitting on your chest.
Der Nachtmahr comes from die Nacht (“night”) and der
Mahr (which is essentially the same thing as der Alb), and
the English word “nightmare” originates from this
German word.
However, Nachtmahr is considered a bit outdated.
Alptraum is more commonly used nowadays to describe
those frightful dreams that haunt your sleep.

Naschen can just mean “to nibble,” but it’s commonly
used in reference to sweets consumption. There’s even
an idiom, gerne naschen, that means “to have a sweet
tooth.”

Die Fratze (grimace, ugly face)
No Halloween is complete without some horrific facemaking. Die Fratze can mean your standard grimace or a
grotesque face, either of which you’ll want to perfect for
October 31st.

Das Kostümfest (costume party)
A staple of Halloween, costume parties have made their
mark in German celebrations of the holiday. It’s also
good to know that the Germans prefer to keep their
attire fittingly scary for the occasion. If you’re going to
attend one of their costume parties, you might want to
switch out your Superman costume or cute animal suit
for something truly frightening.

Der Aberglaube (superstition)
Germany has its own fair share of superstitious beliefs,
and some may sound quite familiar (the fortune of fourleaf clovers being one such example). Aberglaube is a
combination of an antiquated aber, which essentially
meant “after” or “against,” and the word der Glaube,
meaning “belief.” Thus, Aberglaube loosely means
“against belief,” and is understood in context to mean
“against Christian belief.”

sich verkleiden (to dress up)
You’ll want to wear your spooky best for a German
costume party on Halloween. Remember that this verb is
a reflexive one, so don’t forget to use the proper sich
form!
For example, if you’re going to a serious costume party
that won’t take anyone slacking in their attire, you might
hear: Alle Gäste müssen sich verkleiden. (All guests must
dress up.)

jemandem Streiche spielen (to play tricks on
someone)
Playing tricks will always be a staple of any Halloween,
even in Germany. The usual suspects will likely be some
particularly mischievous youths.

verfolgen (to haunt)
Verfolgen can also just mean “to follow” in a nonHalloween context. The verb spuken has a similar
meaning to verfolgen and is more associated with the
spooky, otherworldly kind of stalking.

spukhaft (spooky, ghostly)
The spuk part of this word (Der Spuk is a noun that
means “haunting”) will be a pretty easy clue for English
speakers as to what it means.

übernatürlich (supernatural)
A word that just rolls off the tongue. The adjective is a
combination of über (“above” or “super”) and natürlich
(“natural”), just like its English translation!

gruselig (scary)
This is a word you’ll be tossing around all day on
Halloween. Gruselig is an adjective that can encompass
varying levels of scary and can be used to describe
something as just “creepy” to flat-out “horrifying.”

schauerlich (nightmarish, gruesome)
Der Schaeur can have a few different meanings,
including “thrill,” “shiver” and “chill.” When this is
combined with the general suffix -lich (the English
equivalent being “-ish”), you get an adjective to help you
describe something truly spine-tingling or unearthly.

Work Smarter, Not Harder pt. 6 - Grave Rubbing
Headstone, tombstone or gravestone rubbings are a
great way to preserve a bit of history. If you're interested
in genealogy or even just the art in your local cemetery,
it's easy to get started. It can also be used as an art entry
for contest.
Supplies Needed
big roll of freezer paper
giant crayons in dark colors-the kind you give little
kids
painters tape to hold the paper to the tomb stone
Steps
Check that it's okay to take gravestone or tombstone
rubbings in your local cemetery. Some headstones may
be considered too fragile to take rubbings but on the
whole, most people won't mind you taking a rubbing.
Be considerate if there is a funeral taking place
nearby.
Don't trespass! If the cemetery asks that people keep
out, it is for a good reason, most likely your safety or
for preservation of the graves.
Assemble the items needed. You'll need a soft brush,
scissors, masking tape, large sheet of paper or rice paper,
rubbing wax or a large, sturdy dark colored crayon, spray
bottle with distilled water, a clean rag, rubber band and
a poster tube.
Select a suitable gravestone. In choosing a gravestone
for a rubbing, look for well defined text and patterns
that interest you. If you like how it looks, that should be
enough of a reason to take a rubbing of that gravestone.
Another reason might be that you're researching the
family tree and want to take a rubbing of a specific
family member's gravestone. Or perhaps you just want
to take a rubbing of a historical gravestone.
If you can't find a particular gravestone that you
know should be in the cemetery, ask the cemetery
caretaker to assist you.
Clean the gravestone. Be respectful when deciding
whether it's okay to touch a gravestone. Some look
better with the signs of age on them but usually
cleaning off moss, dirt, bird droppings, squashed insects,
etc. is fine. Start by using the soft brush to take off the
easiest dirt build-up, and if needed, wipe over gently
using the water sprayer. You only need to clean enough
to show the distinguishable features on the gravestone.
Some key things to note are:
Some gravestones are very fragile. If you notice
breakage, decay and erosion, err on the side of
alerting the cemetery caretaker rather than
attempting to clean it.
Never use anything stronger than water to clean the
gravestone. A few spritzes and a wipe with the rag
should sufficient. If the dirt is not coming off with this
method, then leave it well alone.
Place the sheet of plain paper over the desired
gravestone. Cut off any excess but having a little tuck
around the back of the gravestone makes it much easier
for you to tape it in place and gives the paper the most
stability.

Hold the paper while you tape it in place. You might also
consider using poster tack. Make sure that the tape is
easy to remove afterwards and isn't likely to harm the
gravestone in any way. Be especially careful to avoid
taping over any eroded parts of the stone, as the sticky
side will lift out crumbling stone when you remove it.
Start rubbing. Using the rubbing wax or crayon, begin
from outer edges of the headstone and work your way in.
This way, you identify the border or edging and can
gradually rub in the remaining design outlines. Be sure to
get both the text and any patterns used on the
gravestone.
Keep rubbing until the design depth and wax or
crayon shading is sufficiently to your liking. There are
no rules on what's enough––it's what suits your needs
that counts.
Once completed, carefully remove the tape or poster
tack from the back of the gravestone. Roll the rubbing
up with care and place a rubber band around it. If you've
brought along a poster tube, slip the rubbing inside it for
protection on the way home. If you wish to make more
gravestone rubbings, select the next one and repeat the
steps above until you've made enough rubbings.
Return home. Once back at home, trim the rubbing into
a neat shape along the sides and decide what to do with
it next. If you'd like to display it, it can be simply framed
on a wider backing of cardstock in a nice color or even
just tack it straight to the wall as it is. If using for
genealogy purposes, you may need to take a photo of it
to upload online for other family members.
OTHER IDEAS FOR DISPLAY AND DISCUSSION
a. Have the students display their rubbings in the
classroom and discuss why they picked that tomb stone,
and how it relates to Texas German history.
b. Display the grave rubbings outside your door or in a
display space available to you to use to advertise your
class activities, Include photos of the students in the
cemetery and doing the rubbings, as well as information
on why the project was done. Try to get this done in the
fall in time for a parents’ night.
c. Pick the best rubbings to enter in contest-black and
white event.

Road-Tripping Along Germany’s Fairy Tale Route
Along Germany's Fairy Tale Route the stories we grew up with come to life as you wind past
picturesque villages, fortified castles and sinister forests.
by Terri Marshall of TravelingMom.com
The German Fairy Tale Route stretches 375 miles winding
through a landscape of picturesque villages, fortified
castles, and sinister forests as it follows the footsteps of
the Brothers Grimm. I started my travels in the university
town of Marburg where Jacob and Wilheim Grimm
studied in the early 19th century. Marburg served as the
inspiration for the brothers’ idea to collect the fairy tales
ultimately published in The Brothers Grimm’s Children’s
and Household Tales which has become one of the
world’s most famous books from German cultural
history.
As we walked the narrow alleys of Marburg’s medieval
center, we discovered fairy tale statues and sculptures on
houses, steps and walls. There was a statue of the FrogKing, Red Riding Hood’s basket and cape, and the
wicked step-mother’s mirror from Snow White. Perched
high above the town on the climb up to the imposing
Landgrave Palace we found Cinderella’s slipper.

Hanging out with Mother Hulda
In one of the best-known fairy tales of the Brothers
Grimm, Mother Hulda shook the beds from her
mountain, the High Meissner, which then snowed
feathers down on the earth covering the village of
Hessian Lichtenau. The fairy tales, myths and legends
about Mother Hulda still come alive here. In fact, Mother
Hulda herself greeted us (pillow in hand) when we
arrived in the charming village. It’s not every day that I
walk around with a fairy tale character through a village
filled with iconic half-timbered houses, a 17th century old
city hall and an early 15th century Gothic town church.
The entire experience was a bit surreal – but utterly
enchanting.
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
Next stop was Snow White’s cozy house in the tiny
hilltop village of Bergfreiheit. Inside there were seven
little beds, seven little hats hanging on a rack, and place
settings for seven with – seven little chairs.
The story of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was
inspired by a true story of a local beauty, Margaretha von
Waldeck, the daughter of Count Philip IV who lived in
the Baroque hilltop castle, Friedrichstein. She died young
– presumably poisoned – and her brother founded the
mining village of Bergfreiheit. The seven dwarfs were real
too, but they were actually children who worked in the
local copper mines centuries ago.
We left the tiny little house behind to visit the copper
mine where the dwarfs went when they set off each day
singing “Hi ho, hi ho, it’s off to work we go.” And wouldn’t
you know it, crossing the meadow between the village
and the mine were statues of those seven little guys.

Road-Tripping Along Germany’s Fairy Tale Route (cont'd)
Castle of the Sleeping Beauty
Located in the forest of Reinhardswald, Sababurg Castle
was built over 675 years ago. It stood in ruins covered by
a thorny hedge for several years in the 16th century
when it was named “Castle of the Sleeping Beauty”.
Today, the castles houses a romantic hotel, a café that
serving homemade baked goods, and a gourmet
restaurant that focuses on locally sourced cuisine.
Throughout the castle grounds the Sleeping Beauty fairy
tale is illustrated with steel cuttings. And the medieval
castle garden is filled with historic roses, tulips, shrubs
and herbs. Theatre plays, lectures, and concerts are
staged in the medieval vaulted cellar and on the open
air stage in the inner court of the castle ruins. We even
had an audience with Sleeping Beauty and her Prince!

City of the Brothers Grimm
The city of Kassel is the capital of the German Fairy Tale
Route and the Brothers Grimm. The brothers lived in
Kassel for much of their lives and it was here that they
collected, documented and revised more than 200 fairy
tales. The Brothers Grimm Museum chronicles their lives
and work and has on display their personal copies of the
Tales of Children and the Home with notes and
comments – part of the world document heritage of
UNESCO. In summer, there is a Brothers Grimm Festival
and a fairytale Christmas fair in winter. Kassel is also
home to the UNESCO Word Cultural Heritage site,
Wilhelmshöhe Mountain Park with its iconic statue of
Hercules and magnificent cascading water displays.

Castle Frankenstein, Mühltal, Germany
The birthplace of an eccentric alchemist and possible inspiration for the fictional reanimator of monsters.
Johann Konrad Dippel was rumored to create potions,
perform electrical therapies, and partake in gruesome
experiments involving stolen body parts from the
graveyard. Born in the Castle Frankenstein (German:
Burg Frankenstein) in 1673, it’s disputed whether or not
he was the inspiration for Mary Shelley’s mad scientist of
the same name, who did some cadaver experiments of
his own.
What is sure about Dippel is his colorful career as an
alchemist. He attached his name to Dippel’s Animal Oil,
which he discovered from the destructive distillation of
animal parts and claimed as a universal medicine. The
animal oil came at the end of a wave of popularity for
Iatrochemistry, which had moved alchemy from the
search for creating gold to finding new medicines. The
unpleasant taste and smell, as well as the progression of
medicine, made Dippel’s oil fall into disrepute by the
end of the 18th-century.
Dippel later helped set up a laboratory in Berlin for
making gold and, at one point, he ended up in prison on
a Danish island for seven years due to political activities.
In 1734, he finally had a stroke and died at the Castle
Wittgenstein near Berleburg, although his friends
claimed he was poisoned. By his own hand or that of
another, it is unclear.

The Castle Frankenstein is now in ruins, with only two
towers, a restaurant with vegan and kid-friendly menu
and a chapel remaining. However, the perhaps mythical
connection to Mary Shelley’s novel “Frankenstein” keeps
it a popular destination, especially for Halloween. In late
October and early November, the Burg Frankenstein
Halloween party gathers zombies, witches, werewolves,
vampires, and regular visitors for scary dinners and
creepy shows. A popular annual party was started there
by American soldiers stationed near the castle in World
War II. Until it was deactivated in 2008, the US Army’s
233rd Base Support Battalion in Darmstadt conducted
an annual Frankenstein Castle run which finished at the
tower. The castle was featured in an episode of “Ghost
Hunters International” which aired in February of 2008.

Hildeville, Hanover, Pennsylvania
These small house replicas have stood proudly since the 1950s, even as the property has changed hands.
Sometime in the 1950s, these little houses were built by
Kurt Hildebrand, the original owner of the property who
lived in the house across the street with the white fence.
Depending on who you ask, locals will say Kurt built the
little houses for his grandchildren, his wife Elsie, or as a
hobby and that he would decorate them as a little
Christmas Elf village during the holiday season.
The homes are mainly composed of stone, mortar, wood,
and also have working electricity. Each house has its
own unique quirks, from window layouts, porches, their
own matching colored light, and even unique
doorknobs. At the time of construction, there was also a
stone windmill, a bridge, and a few more homes at the
stream. One home was crashed into and destroyed in
the late 1970s by a pickup truck and others were
damaged beyond repair during a flood.
Since then, the house has changed hands several times,
and all new owners have taken care of or have done
repairs several times over the years. Now known as
“Hildeyville” or “Hildeville,” locals recall childhood
memories of these little homes fondly and have passed
on the imagination and wonderment they evoke to their
children or grandchildren.
Some still believe that garden fairies live in the houses
and come out at night when no one was looking, or that
the houses were for mice, frogs, birds, leprechauns,
gnomes, or little trolls. Let your imagination run wild
when viewing these beauties lovingly tucked into a
quaint town that is Hanover, Pennsylvania. Artist Bobbi
Becker from New Chester painted the houses for
pictures and greeting cards.

Shhhhh! Don't tell anyone! Insider tips for Germany
A huge beach, nostalgic industrial heritage and a massive crater from prehistoric times

Smoked beer and impact craters

Busdorf: UNESCO Haithabu, colony of Vikings

Vikings and the cool beech forest
The town of Schleswig is also located in SchleswigHolstein. The small town on the Schlei inlet dates back
to the 9th century. The Vikings used to live in the region,
and they expanded their settlement into a gigantic
stronghold: Hedeby. Many Germans are unaware of this
heritage from the Norse people – the region first became
German territory in 1864. Merchants from all over the
world met here between the 8th and 12th centuries.
Often fought over, Hedeby was ultimately destroyed. The
Viking Age lives on today in a village of reconstructed
huts. Hedeby was added to the list of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in 2018.
Our quest for insider tips now takes us to Uckermark in
Brandenburg, a district to the north of Berlin, where a
mystical wood awaits: Grumsin Forest, one of the world's
largest continuous beech forests. In 2011, parts of the
forest were included in the Ancient and Primeval Beech
Forests of the Carpathians and Other Regions of Europe
UNESCO World Heritage Site. A 20-kilometre circular
route takes walkers to hidden lakes and moors via an
ancient forest path. This is a lovely and cool place to be
in summer.

Amrum: full moon over the beach

Europe's largest beach
Off we go to the mudflats of northern Germany. The
island of Amrum. is situated in Schleswig-Holstein
Wadden Sea National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. Mudflat hikes are exciting enough, but then there's
Kniepsand, Europe's largest sandy beach. There is always
a secluded spot to place your towel, even in the height
of summer.

It's no secret that the Germans brew an abundance of
beer. But have you heard of smoked beer? This liquid
delicacy, which smells a little like smoked meat, comes
from Bamberg. Several breweries in the town in Upper
Franconia, Bavaria still make their beer today using
traditional recipes – a practice not found anywhere else.
Back in the day, smoked beer was the only beer, as it
only became technically possible to malt without the
use of smoke through industrialisation. At any rate, there
is an impressively high density of breweries here. There is
a total of 60 in the vicinity, and they brew around 400
different beer styles. You can go on walks from brewery
to brewery and learn how to make traditional beer on
beer courses.
Nördlingen, a two-hour drive to the south of Bamberg, is
the site of a catastrophic event in the Earth's history.
Fortunately it was a long time ago. And yet the history is
omnipresent, for the pure fact that Nördlingen is
situated 150 metres deeper in the ground than the
surrounding area, as the town was built in a crater.
A meteorite hit the Earth 14.5 million years ago at a
speed of 70,000 kilometres per hour. It tore an impact
crater 25 kilometres in diameter into the ground: the
Nördlinger Ries, the best-preserved crater in Europe.
Guided tours are available almost every day at Geopark
Ries. You can also learn more about the impacts of this
prehistoric cosmic encounter on Earth at the Ries Crater
Museum in Nördlingen.

Shhhhh! Don't tell anyone! Insider tips for Germany (cont'd)
Museums and the Landscape Park

Rhön: Sternenpark, Orion im schwarzen Moor

Dark Sky Reserve and free climbing
Next stop: Gülpe in Westhavelland Nature Park near the
Elbe river. Until 1990, just under 100 kilometres of the
river marked the border between East and West
Germany. The region is still just as sparsely populated
today – perfect for stargazing. There is hardly any
industry, street lamps or any other form of artificial light
to tarnish the view of the night sky around Gülpe,
making it the darkest place in Germany. Whether you
want to spot shooting stars or the lunar eclipse, there is
no better place to gaze at the sky than the Dark Sky
Reserve in Westhavelland. There are now other dark sky
parks in the Rhön Mountains, the Eifel low mountain
range and the Chiemgau Alps.
The Alps are impressive. Insider tip: the German Central
Uplands even more so. Here too, you can hike without
seeing another soul. The Elbe Sandstone Mountains in
Saxony with their table mountains, pinnacles, gorges,
rivers and forests are particularly appealing, and they
just so happen to be a climbing paradise that holds its
own as the alleged birthplace of free climbing. More
than 1,000 free-standing sandstone rocks can be scaled
here. You can book lessons in climbing schools from Bad
Schandau right through to Königstein.

Museums and Germany is a special topic in itself, as
there are around 6,800 throughout the country –
something for culture lovers to celebrate. Museum
Island in Berlin and Frankfurt's Museum Embankment
boast a particularly high density of these institutions.
But you will find lesser-known establishments among
the crowd, including Berlin's Computer Game Museum,
the German Emigration Centre in Bremerhaven, which
documents the history of German migration using the
fates of real-life families and the German Sports and
Olympic Museum in Cologne, which showcases the
world of sport, from the ancient world right through to
the modern era. It tells stories of triumphant victories
but also bitter defeats.
Or perhaps industrial heritage is your thing? Then we
recommend Duisburg-Nord Landscape Park. The 180hectare urban sanctuary in the north of the city of
500,000 inhabitants sprawls out around the disused
Thyssen ironworks in Duisburg's Meiderich district, now
a heritage-protected industrial monument. Raw iron
was produced for the steel industry here from 1901 to
1985. On guided tours of an old blast furnace, visitors can
see how the workers once grafted here.
The grounds boast gardens, meadows and waterways,
which can be explored on foot or hired bicycle on a
circular route steeped in industrial history. If you want a
clear picture of the landscape park, the observation
tower in Blast Furnace 5 is a great place to start. Not
high enough for you? A climbing garden has been
installed in a former charge bunker, while there is a high
ropes course in a casting house. Or maybe you prefer
being down low? In a flooded gasometer, Europe's
largest artificial diving centre, you can put on your scuba
diving mask and oxygen cylinder and discover a
fascinating underwater world. You can also go wreck
diving: a Trabant, the car brand most widely available in
former East Germany, and the fuselage of a passenger
aircraft have been plunged into the water here.

Rheinradweg: cycling in the landscape park Duisburg-Nord

SPECIAL OLYMPICS RESULTS

From hardwood courts to asphalt, Annika Zeyen golden in Para cycling at Tokyo 2020.
Bonn based star won the women's time trial H1-3 on the former Formula 1 track at the foot of Mount Fuji with a time of
32:46.97

Swiss domination at the 2021 Berlin Marathon
Manuela Schaer takes her fifth consecutive title as
Marcel Hug returns to the top of the podium in his first
race after winning gold at Tokyo 2020.

It has been an amazing year for both Swiss stars, as Hug
claimed four gold medals at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games, including one in the marathon earlier this
month; while Schaer bagged her first two Paralympic
titles in Japan adding three silver medals to it - one of
them in the marathon.
For Schaer, Sunday’s triumph was her fifth consecutive
Berlin Marathon victory. She clocked 1:37:31 followed by
USA’s Tatyana McFadden (1:38:54) in second and Brazil’s
Aline Rocha in third (1:41:39).
Hug finished the men’s wheelchair race in 1:24:03 with
USA’s Daniel Romanchuk taking silver (1:24:47) and
bronze for Canada’s Brent Lakatos (1:29:54) – one second
ahead of fourth place Johnboy Smith from Great Britain.
“I definitely wanted to race well today,” said Marcel Hug
who will run three more marathons in the coming
weeks. London, Chicago, and Boston.
2021 Berlin Marathon Top five
Men’s wheelchair race
Marcel Hug (SUI) - 01:24:03
Daniel Romanchuk (USA) - 01:24:47
Brent Lakatos (CAN) - 01:29:54
Johnboy Smith (GBR) – 01:29:55
Rafael Botello Jimenez (ESP) – 01:33:18
Women’s wheelchair race
Manuela Schaer (SUI) - 01:37:31
Tatyana McFadden (USA) - 01:38:54
Aline Dos Santos Rocha (BRA) - 01:41:39
Merle Menje (GER) - 01:42:12
Vanessa de Souza (BRA) - 01:42:16

Manuela Schaer and Marcel Hug made it a Swiss double
in wheelchair races at the 46th edition of the Berlin
Marathon on Sunday (26 September) in Germany.

Special Olympics Confirms Berlin As Host Of 2023 World Games
- The Games will showcase the talents of 7,000 athletes with intellectual disabilities
- German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier says that the 2023 Games "send a signal to the world on
the importance of inclusion"
- Special Olympics athletes will take a lead role in the design and delivery of the Games
BERLIN, Jan. 30, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- Berlin today
became the official host of the 2023 Special Olympics
World Games during a ceremony in the German capital.
The official contract signing took place at Bellevue
Palace in Berlin in the presence of German President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Special Olympics athletes, and
representatives from Special Olympics, including
Christiane Krajewski, President of Special Olympics
Germany, and Dr. Timothy Shriver, Chairman of Special
Olympics International.
Speaking at the official contract signing in Bellevue
Palace, German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier
noted: "We are already looking forward to the Special
Olympics World Games 2023 as a wonderfully colourful
event. Anyone who has been to a Special Olympics
competition knows what joy it brings both to the
athletes and all of the supporters. A major event like the
Special Olympics World Games gives Germany the
opportunity to not only show what good hosts we are
but also send a signal to the world on the importance of
inclusion."
The Games will provide a global platform to showcase
the talent of people with intellectual disabilities. In
recognition of this, athletes with intellectual disabilities
have been engaged in all key decision making
connected to the Games. In the course of preparing the
bid for the 2023 World Games, 4,500 German athletes
with intellectual disabilities were invited to various
forum gatherings across Germany to input their vision to
the bid's design.
An athlete committee, made up of athlete leaders from
the 14 sub-programmes of Special Olympics Germany,
has also been created. In Berlin this week, 60 athletes
took part in a two-day forum featuring discussion
sessions related to World Games. Issues raised included
exploring the barriers faced by people with intellectual
disabilities to leading full and equal lives, challenges in
employment opportunities, and unequal access to
health care and education.
Mark Solomeyer, Special Olympics Germany national
athlete representative, said he hoped that the Games
would deliver significant change in German society. "We
hope these Games will give people with intellectual
disabilities more recognition. We want to live unified,
both in sport and in society. Through the spirit of sport,
we want to celebrate a festival of inclusion in Berlin in
2023."

These sentiments were echoed by Dr. Timothy Shriver,
Chairman of Special Olympics, who – along with Special
Olympics
Sargent
Shriver
International
Global
Messenger, Nyasha Derera – also met with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel at the Federal Chancellery
during his visit: "The Special Olympics movement is
driven by an urgent mission: to end discrimination
against people with intellectual disabilities and create a
fully inclusive world for all. The 2023 World Games in
Berlin will be a global demonstration of inclusion, with
Special Olympics athletes leading every facet of the
event, from design to delivery. Governed by the
transformative vision of Special Olympics athletes, these
World Games will set a new standard for inclusive
leadership and display the extraordinary outcomes that
are possible when we choose to include."
In the months ahead, members of the Special Olympics
Germany Athlete Committee will take on jobs in
different areas of the Games, including sport and nonsport events, marketing and communications, hospitality
and transportation to ensure a truly athlete-led and
athlete-focused delivery model for the Games. The event
organisers also aim to advance the implementation of
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities in Germany, an international human rights
treaty that seeks to protect the rights and dignity of
people with disabilities. The treaty was ratified by
Germany in 2009 but many of the key features have yet
to be fully realised across German society.
Taking place from 16-25 June 2023, the Special Olympics
World Games in Berlin will be one of the largest sport
and humanitarian events of its kind to take place that
year. Following the Opening Ceremony in the renowned
Berlin Olympic Stadium, an estimated 7,000 athletes
from over 170 nations will compete in 24 sports across
Berlin's state-of-the-art competition venues. They will be
supported by 3,000 coaches and an estimated 20,000
volunteers. The Games will also attract 6,000 family
members, more than 2,000 national and international
media, and 500,000 spectators.
The 2023 World Games is receiving substantial support
from the State of Berlin and the Federal Government of
Germany with combined funds totaling in excess of 70
million euros committed to help support the cost of the
event.
As part of the Games, ESPN, the Global Broadcast partner
of Special Olympics, will bring stories of the competition
to fans around the world on its network and digital
platforms, as well as through additional distribution
agreements in some markets.
SOURCE: Special Olympics

German Halloween Costumes!
Found on HalloweenCostumes.com, or you can use to jump start your imagination!

German Beer Girl Wig

German Halloween Costumes! (cont'd)

oktoberfest tunes
How come Christmas gets all of the best holiday songs?
Oktoberfest is just as much fun as the winter holiday, so
we think it’s about time that someone wrote a catchy
song for the greatest holiday on planet Earth! Here’s our
crack at it:
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
With the steins overflowing
And everyone telling you have a good beer
It’s the most wonderful time of the year
It’s the hap-happiest season of all
With Oktoberfest greetings and schnitzel for eating
At the beer hall
It’s the hap-happiest season of all
There’ll be parties for hosting
Full mugs for toasting
And ale taps that will always flow
There’ll be whimsical stories
And tales of the glories of
Oktoberfests long, long ago
Yes, it’s the most wonderful time of the year!

German music composer Ludwig van Beethoven turned 250 in 2020

German music composer Ludwig van Beethoven turned 250 in 2020, but celebrations have been
rescheduled for June 2021, with open-air concerts for the public in the musician’s birthplace in Bonn.
The Beethoven Anniversary Year has been extended in Germany up to September 2021 after most
projects planned for 2020 had to be slashed because of the pandemic. In the New Year, music lovers
will also be able to listen to the 10th symphony – an unfinished work by the composer that has been
completed with the help of artificial intelligence.
More than just Beethoven
Two major German bands will also be using the occasion to celebrate their anniversary years as well.
Die Fantastischen Vier (The Fantastic Four) are celebrating 30 years of their existence with a concert
on June 11, 2021, and Kraftwerk, considered a pioneer of electronic music will look back at half a
century of music-making a day later on June 12.

German Americans Celebrating Birthdays!

Have something you'd like to share with other Texas State
German Contest teachers and students? Do you have a
great German recipe or craft to share? Send us an email at
tsgc40th@gmail.com and we'll be happy to include it!

Answers in next month's newsletter

