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Athletes to watch at the Winter Olympic Games

Francesco Friedrich
Nationality: Germany | DOB: May 2, 1990
Olympic discipline/specialties: Two-man, four-man
Career Medal Record
Olympics: Double-gold medallist at PyeongChang
2018 (two-man, four-man)
World Championships: 13-time world champion, 15
total medals
European
Championships:
Six-time
European
champion, 12 total medals
The last three Winter Olympic Games have seen three
different winners in the four-man bobsleigh, but the
recent performance of the German squad (led by driver
Francesco Friedrich) at the world championships
suggests that they are the team to beat in Beijing. The
four-man crew are the defending Olympic champions,
and easily won the gold medal at the 2021 World
Championships with a blistering time of 3:35.02 - 0.79
seconds faster than runners-up Latvia.

Francesco Friedrich (R) and Thorsten Margis of Germany
celebrate winning gold in the 4-man Boblseigh at the
PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympic Games

Friedrich also picked up a second gold medal in the twoman event (with brakeman Thorsten Margis), as the
German and Canadian sledges finishing with exactly the
same times, down to the hundredth of a second. With
Germany winning gold in every bobsleigh event at the
PyeongChang 2018, it would be a huge upset if the
nation was absent from the podium in Beijing. With
Friedrich likely piloting two sledges, he's a safe bet to win
more medals in 2022.
"My mentality is to pick from all the best. I see them all. I
see how they slide. I ask them what they do to be fast. I
picked altogether from all the best. I go my own way, but
I take some things from that.”
- Francesco Friedrich, speaking to NBC
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Tina Hermann
Nationality: Germany | DOB: March 5, 1992
Olympic discipline/specialities: Women's singles
Career Medal Record
Olympics: N/A
World Championships: Seven-time world champion,
nine total medals
European Championships: Two-time silver medallist,
bronze medallist
Tina Hermann may have finished outside the medals
in her Olympic debut at PyeongChang 2018 (finishing
5th), but with the retirement of two-time defending
Olympic champion Elizabeth Yarnold (GBR) (the
most successful Olympic skeleton athlete of all time),
the German is a favourite for the gold - and with good
reason.
Hermann
has
won
the
last
three
world
championships in women's skeleton, and is the first
four-time world champion in the event (she also has
three golds in the mixed team event). Though she
finished second overall in the World Cup standings to
Janine Flock (AUT), the 29-year-old's incredible run at
the World Championships means she - alongside
Flock - is one of the top names in the women's field
for Beijing.
"The first race was so bad and I can’t believe I’m here
now a world champion again…it’s unbelievable, I’m
super happy. After last year's World Championships, it
was very difficult for me... but now we are looking
forward to it and hopefully things are going to get
better."
- Tina Hermann, speaking to IBSF Official after winning
gold at the 2021 World Championships

Tina Hermann competing in the women's skeleton at PyeongChang 2018.

Germany Unveils Kits for Beijing 2022 Olympics And Paralympics Representing
"Rebellious Optimism"

Germany's kits for next year's Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Beijing have been unveiled at an
event in Düsseldorf, with design claimed by Adidas to
represent "rebellious optimism".
The show was held at the Alte Kesselhaus in the city, and
jointly presented by German television presenter
Stephanie Müller-Spirra and men's ice-hockey Olympic
silver medallist Christian Ehrhoff.
It featured several of Germany's leading winter athletes
as they revealed the new uniforms through a live show,
moving image clips and a vernissage.
The outfits have been designed and manufactured by
German brand Adidas, with the use of the red, gold and
black colour scheme described as "similar" to that used
at Tokyo 2020.
The black tiger is the animal sign for the Chinese New
Year 2022, and the use of "timeless black" in the uniforms
is said to create a "connection to the host country".
Adidas worked with the German Olympic Sports
Confederation (DOSB) and the German Disabled Sports
Association (DBS) to develop the collection.
German Olympic medallists, including snowboarder
Ramona Theresia Hofmeister and biathlete Denise
Herrmann, as well as 13-time Para Alpine skiing
Paralympic medallist Andrea Rothfuss, also provided
input
Melina Hartmann, design director of Adidas, explained
more about the concept.
"The collection for the Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games in Beijing represents courage and strength,"
Hartmann said.
"The design inspiration of the black water tiger, the
asymmetrical colour blocking and the reinterpretation of
the national colours express the rebellious optimism that
we as the adidas brand stand for together with the
athletes."
Three-time Olympic Nordic combined skiing gold
medallist Eric Frenzel, ice hockey player Moritz Müller,
bobsledder Laura Nolte, freestyle skier Sabrina Cakmakli,
Para alpine skier Anna-Lena Forster and men's 15
kilometres sitting biathlon Paralympic champion Martin
Fleig were among the guests who presented the new
uniforms.

Former cross-country skier Stefanie Böhler, a two-time
Olympic medallist, also presented a self-designed hat
and neck warmer to the athletes.
Cakmakli spoke highly of the new kits for Beijing 2022.
"It was a great experience to be here at the show and to
see yourself on the motifs of the shoots," she said.
"I really like the collection - I especially love the bright,
fresh colours.
"The yellow jacket and the red hat are real eye-catchers.
"And you can see immediately from the colours: We are
Team Germany."
Fleig added the live show offered "a further boost of
motivation, paired with pride and anticipation for the
games that you have trained for so long."
Approximately 200 guests then gathered at a vernissage,
where portraits of stars including four-time luge Olympic
gold medallist Natalie Geisenberger wearing the new
outfits were displayed.
Alfons Hörmann, President of the DOSB, commented
that the unveiling of the uniforms was an important
milestone in the build-up to the Winter Games.
"For the athletes, the presentation of the clothing
traditionally symbolises the official starting signal for the
crucial phase leading up to the Games," Hörmann said.
"We will actively support and closely accompany you on
your way there.
"The common outfit always serves to bring Team D closer
together and to create identification - this was once
again an excellent success with this year's clothing."
Friedhelm Julius Beucher, the DBS President, praised the
fact that Germany's Olympians and Paralympians will be
equipped with identical kits.
"The joint presentation of clothing for the Winter Games
by Team Germany and Team Germany Paralympics is an
important milestone on the way to Beijing," he said.
"The fact that both teams wear the same outfits also
symbolises unity as well as Olympic and Paralympic
sport at eye level."
Germany is traditionally one of the top performers at the
Winter Olympics, topping the medal table three times as
a unified nation and earning a record 14 golds at
Pyeongchang 2018.
At the Winter Paralympics, it topped the standings at
Salt Lake City 2002 and Vancouver 2010, and finished
fifth at the last edition at Pyeongchang 2018 with seven
gold medals.

'Cringe' chosen as 2021 German youth word of the year

"Cringe" has been selected as Germany's youth word of the year for 2021, receiving 42% of votes in an online poll, the
publishing house Langenscheidt said on Monday.
The variant "cringy" to describe an embarrassing situation is also in common usage among Germany's youth.
"The word is in active use in the speech of 10- to 20-year-olds," Langenscheidt said, adding that this was confirmed by
the fact that "cringe" made it to second place last year.
The word "sus" — short for "suspect" — received second place, while the informal English exclamation "sheesh," used to
express disbelief, came in third.
Langenscheidt, which specializes in language books and materials, has been running the online poll since 2008.

Austria’s ‘Word of the Year’ and what it tells us about the country
Austria has named its Word of the Year for 2021, and it
offers an insight into both Austrian politics and the
national sense of humour.
The word is Schattenkanzler which literally means
‘Shadow Chancellor’.
The Austrian Word of the Year is decided by an online
vote and this year 11,843 votes were submitted after 5,362
words were suggested. Schattenkanzler received 2,104
votes, which was closely followed by 2,092 votes for “3G”.
So why Schattenkanzler?
The word was used ironically by many Austrians after the
resignation of former Chancellor Sebastian Kurz earlier
this year amidst corruption allegations, to imply that he
would continue to determine government policy despite
Alexander Schallenberg taking over as Federal
Chancellor.
Kurz retained his role as head of his party, the
conservative People’s Party (ÖVP), and Schallenberg was
a close ally, leaving many sceptical that it would be a
clean break. On Thursday however, Kurz announced he
was leaving politics.
The runner-up term 3G is used to describe the conditions
of the Covid-19 health pass in Austria, which requires
proof of a negative test, recovery from the virus or full
vaccination (getestet, genesen, geimpft). It’s become part
of everyday speech in Austria, with 3G rules (and in some
cases 2G or tested/recovered only) required for entry to
many business and services.
In joint second place for Word of the Year was Ninja Pass,
the name the system used by children and teenagers in
Austria to show proof of Covid tests. And Klimaticket
(climate ticket) came in third place with 898 votes, a nod
to the popularity of the nationwide public transport
tickets launched this year under the name.

The jury, led by the University of Graz’s Society for
Austrian German (GSÖD), also named the ‘Unwort‘ or
roughly ‘bad word’ of the year, which in 2021 was
Querdenker (unconventional thinkers). This word is
traditionally used as a compliment and refers to people
that think outside of the box, but the context has
changed during the pandemic.
The jury’s notes said: “Today, however, this new group of
unconventional thinkers consists predominantly of
corona deniers, vaccine refusers and conspiracy
theorists.”
In another nod to a political situation in Austria, the
Saying of the Year is Eli, es ist vorbei (Eli, it’s over). This
comes from a statement by ex-head of the liberal Neos
party boss Mathias Strolz to Minister Elisabeth Köstinger
of the ÖVP party, who defended Kurz on the TV program
Im Zentrum shortly after his resignation.
The Word of the Year awards were set up in 1999 by
Rudolf Muhr from the Society for Austrian German in
cooperation with the Austria Press Agency (APA).
In 2020, the Word of the Year was, unsurprisingly,
“Corona” and in 2019 it was “Ibiza” in reference to yet
another political scandal involving former far-right
Freedom Party Austria (FPÖ) leader Heinz-Christian
Strache.

"Wellenbrecher" is Germany's Word of the Year in 2021

The last two years have been pretty much all about the
coronavirus pandemic in Germany, and so it’s not
surprising that, yet again, a corona-themed word has
been named Germany’s Word of the Year in 2021. This
time, it’s “Wellenbrecher”.
Defining 2021 by its words
Last year, it was “corona pandemic”. In 2021, the German
Language Society (GfdS) in Wiesbaden, Hesse, has
chosen “Wellenbrecher” as its Word of the Year.
As GfdS managing director Andrea-Eva Ewels explained,
the word is used in coastal protection to describe a
protective structure like a groin, a jetty, or a wall - a
breakwater or, literally, a “wave breaker”. Over the past
year, it has often been used to describe measures
designed to protect the population from the coronavirus
pandemic.
The word “SolidAHRität” - which was used to describe
relief operations in the Ahr valley after the flooding
disaster in western Germany this summer - took second
place, and third was “Pflexit” - a portmanteau (like Brexit)
of the words “care (Pflege) and “exit”, which was used to
describe the ongoing care crisis in Germany, with
thousands of caregivers leaving work due to difficult
conditions or poor wages.

The German Words of the Year 2021
For its list, the GfdS doesn’t just look at how frequently a
word has been used, or how popular it is, but instead at
how significant it has become over the past year, and the
extent to which it reflects developments in society.
This year, the society received more than 2.000
suggestions for its list. The top 10 selected were words
which, in the opinion of the jury, have linguistically
determined political, economic and social life in
Germany over the past year. In a year once again
dominated by the pandemic, it’s perhaps not surprising
that a grand total of seven of the top 10 words were
related to coronavirus.
The 10 German Words of the Year in 2021 are:
1. Wellenbrecher (breakwater)
2. SolidAHRität (solidarity, in reference to flooding
disaster)
3. Pflexit (care-exit)
4. Impfpflicht (vaccine mandate)
5. Ampelparteien (traffic light parties)
6. Lockdown-Kinder (lockdown kids)
7. Booster
8. freitesten (to test oneself free, under 3G rules)
9. Triell (three-way dual, related to chancellor
candidate debates)
10. fünf nach zwölf (five past 12, i.e. on the Doomsday
clock)

Covid school closures: is the Swiss way sustainable?

Pool saliva testing is taking place in many schools

School closures are detrimental to pupils and should only be used as a last resort, say the authors of
a new study. But rising Covid cases mean that even Swiss schools should prepare for possible
closures, they warn.
Switzerland, unlike its neighbours Germany and Italy,
has largely kept its schools open during the coronavirus
pandemic. Schools have only been in shutdown once in spring 2020 compared with an overall 5-7 months in
Germany.
Measures like distancing, handwashing and ventilation
are in place, but masks have not been widely worn in
primary schools during the new school year.
“We would argue from an educational perspective not to
close down schools in sake of the potential for the risk
for certain pupils,” said Stephan Huber, head of the
Institute of the Management and Economics of
Education at the University of Teacher Education and
co-author of the study. So far, the Swiss approach has
been the right one, he and his co-author concluded.
As part of the IBB’s School, Huber and colleagues looked
at 32 studies on schools during the pandemic from 11
countries - including Switzerland - to assess the impact
of school shutdowns. The results have been published in
the journal Die Deutsche Schule.
Learning loss
The report found that school shutdowns led to a
learning loss of between 1-5 months among pupils.
Maths suffered more than reading.
But not all pupils were affected to the same extent.
“Pupils from lower socio-economic family backgrounds
generally do worse with lockdowns as they of course
have less technical equipment and are generally more
less supported by their families,” Huber told SWI
swissinfo.ch. “We see the greater impact among pupils
from less privileged family backgrounds.”
In addition, another review study of the School
Barometer by Huber and colleagues found that closures
also impacted pupils’ social, emotional and motivational
wellbeing and that around a third of parents reported
strains from homeschooling. This was published in the
journal Zeitschrift für Erziehungswissenschaft.

Swiss way going forward?
But is the Swiss way sustainable? The number of new
coronavirus infections in the country has been rising: it
stood at more than 9,900 as of Friday. There has also
been a spike in corona cases among pupils, many of
whom are too young to be vaccinated. Vaccination in
Switzerland is non-compulsory from 12 years old.
According to the latest official figures the age groups 4-9
and 10-19 are particularly affected (with 747 and 1,218
cases respectively per 100,000 inhabitants as of Friday,
the highest values among the age groups listed). The
situation has already prompted some cantons, which are
in charge of educational matters in Switzerland, into
reintroducing masks in primary schools or to step up
voluntary mass corona testing in schools.
On Tuesday the government announced that it was
considering making mass testing in schools obligatory
(rather than voluntary) as part of plans to tighten
national Covid rules. But the move has dropped after
consultation with the cantons, the government said on
Friday.

Switzerland confirms new restrictions to combat Omicron
variant

Covid school closures: is the Swiss way sustainable? cont'd
School closures, while not currently on the table, cannot
be ruled out completely, Huber says.
“With what is happening at the moment, with numbers
rising again, it’s a big discussion,” said Huber. “There are
educational arguments to keep the schools open for the
sake of the pupils and also for the parents, and
particularly for those children who need more support
from teachers. Schools can compensate to a certain
degree less privileged situations when it comes to
learning. Schools must do everything possible to apply
the hygiene standards needed, as this is also part of their
education mission.”
Preparation is also key, he said. “What schools face - not
only in Switzerland but everywhere - is what happens if
schools are closed or classes go into quarantine? What
happens if we have a national lockdown? They have to
prepare for distance learning, to use digital or other
technology to keep educational going.”
In particular need of support in terms of resources are
“high-risk” schools, with higher numbers of pupils from
underprivileged backgrounds – predominately in urban
areas in Switzerland, the professor said. This was also
highlighted
in
the
very
first
results
and
recommendations of the School.

Official view
For now, it seems that Switzerland will keep to its
present course. “The primary goal is to ensure that
school operations remain as undisturbed as possible,”
said the Swiss Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH) in
its latest recommendations on how to deal with the
coronavirus in schools, issued on November 26.
“Quality education is a right and a necessity. The low
morbidity of SARS-CoV-2 infections among children
does not justify drastic and widespread measures,” it
said in a document aimed at cantonal health and
education authorities.
Repetitive mass saliva testing in schools is key. This
reduces the incidence through isolation of individual
cases, thus avoiding the need for class or school closures,
the document explained. The government will continue
to cover the costs of these voluntary tests, it said.
But further measures like compulsory mask wearing
could be introduced if the situation could not be
brought under control, the document continued.
Meanwhile the debate continues in the country about
how best to control the situation in schools; the main
teaching union has called for more coordinated school
measures across the country (each canton has its own
corona concept for schools), whereas parents’ groups
like BildungAberSicher want stronger health measures
in schools like mask wearing and CO2 monitoring.

One fifth of pupils ‘falling through remote learning net’

CLIMATE CHANGE IN GERMANY

Climate change in Germany is leading to long-term
impacts on agriculture in Germany, more intense
heatwaves and coldwaves, flash and coastal flooding,
and reduced water availability. ... Despite massive
investments in renewable energy, Germany has
struggled to reduce coal production and usage.

The Rhineland is historically a heavily industrial and
population-dense area which includes the states of
North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland Palatinate, and
Saarland. This region is rich in iron and coal deposits and
supports one of Europe's largest coal industries. In the
past, sulfuric acid emissions from Rhineland coal plants
contributed to acid rain, damaging forests in other
regions like Hesse, Thuringia, and Saxony.
Other significant problems for the Rhineland related to
its high level of industrialization include the destruction
of infrastructure from extreme weather events, loss of
water for industrial purposes, and fluctuation of the
ground water level. Since these problems are related to
its level of industrialization, cities within other regions
are also sensitive to these challenges including Munich
and Bremen.
Agriculture
Warming in Germany has affected some parts of the
German agricultural industry. In particular, warming
since at least 1988 in the Southwest wine-growing
regions has caused a decline in the output of ice wine, a
product particularly vulnerable to warming. In 2019,
almost no ice wine was produced due to lack of
sufficiently cold days.
A key reason why the state of Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania is particularly vulnerable to climate change
among northern provinces is that it is a relatively poor
region of Germany with a large agricultural sector.

Health impacts
Many Rhineland provinces and regions are heavily builtup, creating a heat island effect. In addition, urban areas
are rapidly aging along with the rest of Germany. This
increases the severity and frequency of heatwaves which
can be dangerous for vulnerable populations such as the
elderly.

Flooding

Germany aims to become greenhouse gas neutral by
2045. It has set the preliminary targets of cutting
emissions by at least 65 percent by 2030 compared to
1990 levels, and 88 percent by 2040.

Economic impacts
As a highly industrial, urbanized economy with a
relatively short coastline compared to other major
economies, the impacts of climate change on Germany
are more narrowly focused than other major economies.
Germany's traditional industrial regions are typically the
most vulnerable to climate change. These are mostly
located in the provinces of North Rhine-Westphalia,
Saarland, Rhineland-Palatinate, Thuringia,
Saxony,
Schleswig-Holstein and the free cities of Bremen and
Hamburg.

A November 2020 simulation published in the KN
Journal of Cartography and Geographic Information
found that using Representative Concentration Pathway
(RCP) scenarios 4.5 and 8.5, between 5477 and 626,880
people would be affected by flooding due to sea-level
rise in Northern Germany. The bulk of the difference
stems from whether the dikes will breach or not.

Public awareness
The Montreal Protocol in 1987, alongside the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster in 1986, acted as focusing events for
German public and subsequently pushed the
environment to the top of the policy agenda. As a result,
the German government under Chancellor Helmut Kohl
established the Ministry of Environment, Nature
Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (Bundesministrium
fuer Umwelt, Natureschutz, und Reaktorsicherheit, BMU)
in 1986 and the subcommittee the Enquête Commission
on Preventive Measures to Protect the Earth's
Atmosphere (Climate Enquête Commission) in 1987.

CLIMATE CHANGE IN GERMANY cont'd
The role of these committees was to research issues
relating to the ozone depletion problem as well as the
climate change problem, facilitate parliamentary
debate, and produce reports for policymakers to create
well informed programs.
The reports produced by the Climate Enquête
Commission created the beginning framework of
German climate change policies, which have historically
included consistent goal setting for emissions
reductions, promotion of renewable energy, energy
efficiency standards, market based approaches to
climate change, and voluntary agreements with
industry.

Activism
Germany hosted the COP23 meeting in Bonn in 2017 to
which the German delegation traveled in a carbon-neutral
train to demonstrate commitment to carbon neutrality.
It was calculated in 2021 that to give the world a 50%
chance of avoiding a temperature rise of 2 degrees or more
Germany should increase its climate commitments by 25%.
For a 95% chance it should increase the commitments by
79%. For a 50% chance of staying below 1.5 degrees
Germany should increase its commitments by 120%.

CLIMATE CHANGE IN AUSTRIA
Energy in Austria is especially reliant on hydropower.
Other renewable energy in Austria is growing in
importance as well.
In the Food Carbon Footprint Index 2018, Austria had the
27th highest carbon footprint per capita in the world.

Effects of climate change
Temperatures in Austria have risen 2 to 3 times higher
than in other parts of the Northern Hemisphere. In the
20th century, temperatures rose by 1,8 °C, with
temperature rises happening on all levels of elevation. 14
of the 20 hottest years since the beginning of
temperature records in 1786 until 2019 have been in the
21st century. That temperatures rise more in Austria than
in other parts of the world is on the one hand because
Austria is a landlocked country and air heats up faster
over land mass than over oceans. Also the rise of the
subtropical high towards the North is considered a
possible reason for this. Temperatures will rise 1 to 2°C
more until 2050, a global temperature rise of 2°C might
lead to a rise of 4°C in Austria.
Some effects of global warming are already starting to
show its toll in Austria, with more projected to come in
the future. Among them are more days with tropical
weather, a longer growing season, more pests, more rain
in winter, a retreat of snow cover in areas of lower and
middle elevation, loss of humus, more landslides and
rockfalls, a higher risk of wildfire and a change of
channel flow of rivers.
Like the global retreat of glaciers since 1850, glaciers in
the Eastern Alps have lost 52% of their area and more
than 60% of their mass within 150 years. The Dachstein
glacier is retreating since 1981 and has lost 44 m³ until
2019.

Action on climate change
Adaptation
In order to slow down retreat of glaciers used by ski
resorts, parts of the Stubai and Pitztal glaciers have since
2004 been covered with plastic. The overall retreat of the
glaciers cannot be stopped by this measure, because it is
too costly.

Mitigation
Austria was part of the Kyoto Protocol and is part of the
Paris Agreement. Austria pledged to reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions by 16% until 2020 compared to its emissions
in 2005 and by 36% until 2030.
In the Climate Change Performance Index for 2020, Austria
ranks low and below the EU average. While ranking high on
renewable energy, Austria was ranked low on greenhouse
gas emissions, energy use and international climate policy,
very low on national climate policy.

Climate movement
Different grassroots group are active in Austria. Fridays for
Future youth groups regularly organise climate protests in
different cities in Austria. In the course of the September
2019 climate strikes, between 65.000 and 150.000 people
protested for better climate politics, among them 30.000 to
80.000 in Vienna and 16.000 to 18.000 in Innsbruck. The
activist group System Change, not Climate Change has
staged several actions for climate protection, among them
disturbing a speech by Austrian chancellor Sebastian Kurz
at the Austrian World Summit in Vienna in 2018.
The public petition Klimavolksbegehren ("climate public
petition") in June 2020 received more than 380.000
signatures.

Public Opinion
In a Eurobarometer opinion poll on climate change
published in September 2008, 90% of Austrian
respondents thought that climate change was a serious
problem.[14] In 2019, 86% of respondents said it was a
serious problem, below the average of the 28 EU member
states.
Climate change in Austria is a critical issue in the 21st
century. Austria has experienced higher temperatures, a
loss of its glaciers and several of its Alpine biospheres. It also
ranks among the countries in the world with the highest
historical and current CO2 emissions per capita and its lack
of climate policy is criticized by environmental
organisations within the country.

Olaf Scholz Replaces Outgoing German Chancellor Angela Merkel as a
New Coalition is Announced
KEY POINTS
The agreement is the result of weeks of coalition talks between the SPD, the Greens and the FDP.
They will govern together in a three-way coalition for the first time.
Olaf Scholz, the center-left Social Democratic Party’s candidate, is set to be Germany’s next chancellor.
He replaces Angela Merkel who has led Germany for 16 years.
A coalition deal has been announced in Germany after
almost two months of talks following the country’s
inconclusive federal election in September.
Olaf Scholz, the center-left Social Democratic Party’s
candidate, will be Germany’s next chancellor, replacing
Angela Merkel who has led Germany for 16 years.
The agreement between the SPD, the Greens and the
Free Democratic Party, will see them govern together in
a three-way coalition for the first time. The alliance has
been described as a “traffic light” coalition in reference to
the parties’ traditional colors.
Christian Lindner, the head of the pro-business FDP, is
set to be the next finance minister, according to the deal
which was announced Wednesday afternoon and will
now be voted on by the different parties. The Green
Party’s co-leaders, Annalena Baerbock and Robert
Habeck, are poised to take on the roles of foreign
minister and economy and climate minister,
respectively.
“The first traffic light [in Germany] was erected in Berlin
in 1924 in Potsdamer Platz. At that time, it was still an
unusual technology. ‘Can it work?’ people asked
skeptically,” Scholz told a press conference in Berlin on
Wednesday, according to a Reuters translation.
“Today, the traffic light is indispensable when it comes to
regulating things clearly and providing the right
orientation and ensuring that everyone moves forward
safely and smoothly. My ambition as chancellor is that
this traffic light alliance will play a similarly
groundbreaking role for Germany,” he added.
Debt brake remains
The draft coalition agreement covers a wide range of
climate policies — including plans to adopt a climate
protection program by the end of 2022, utilize all
suitable roofs for solar energy and the intention to align
an expansion of its power network with a new
renewables target.
Germany will try to dedicate 2% of its land surface to
wind power infrastructure and will continue to exclude
nuclear power from its energy mix, a policy that deviates
from the policy of its neighbor France. The agreement
also said Germany would stop funding the promotion of
renewable energy once its coal exit was achieved.
It said immigrants shall be eligible to apply for German
citizenship after five years in the country and Scholz
confirmed Wednesday that Germany will keep its
constitutional debt brake — this basically forces leaders
to present budgets without structural deficits or a very
limited deficit.
The new coalition said it would launch a parliamentary
investigation into the Afghanistan evacuation operation.
The country will remain part of NATO’s nuclear-sharing

German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) and German Minister of Finance
Olaf Scholz attend a cabinet meeting at the German chancellery on
August 19, 2020 in Berlin, Germany.

agreement under the new government, the deal noted,
and the Greens will have the right to nominate the
country’s
European
commissioner
if
the
EU
Commission’s president is not from Germany, as is
currently the case with Ursula von der Leyen.
‘Traffic light’ coalition
The parties have vowed to modernize Germany, which is
Europe’s largest economy, with a priority placed on the
transformation into a greener, more digitalized
economy, as well as infrastructure investment.
German businesses are anxious to see what this
transformation means for them in reality, in terms of
energy prices and business costs.
Outgoing leader Angela Merkel’s conservative alliance,
the Christian Democratic Union and Christian Social
Union, will now see itself go into opposition.
Holger Schmieding, chief economist at Berenberg Bank,
described the alliance as a “continuity coalition.”
“New faces need not mean a major change in policies.
We expect the new government to continue the gradual
tilt towards more government spending on pensions
and investment as well as a green transformation that
has been the hallmark of the last eight years of Merkel’s
16-year reign as chancellor,” he said in a note
Wednesday.
Like Merkel’s “grand” coalition of center-right CDU-CSU
and center-left SPD, the new government includes
parties from both sides of the political divide, he noted.
“In terms of numbers, the centre-left (SPD and Greens) is
much stronger and the centre-right (FDP instead of
CDU/CSU) much weaker in the new government than
before. But on many issues, notably domestic and
European fiscal policies, the FDP often advocated a
harder line than Merkel did. As a result, we always
expected the compromises struck between the new
coalition partners to be quite similar to what a
continuation of the old government would have
delivered.”

Germany's political parties — what you need to know
Here's a look at Germany's political parties — CDU, CSU, SPD, AfD, FDP, Left party, Greens — who
they are and what they want.

Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and Christian
Social Union (CSU)
Color: Black
Chairpeople: Armin Laschet (CDU), Markus Söder(CSU)
Parliamentary leader: Ralph Brinkhaus (CDU)
Membership: CDU 400,000 (2020) CSU 140.000 (2019)
Voters: The CDU/CSU are popular with people over the
age of 60, churchgoers, and those living in rural rather
than urban areas. The CDU has also traditionally done
well among small business owners and people with
lower or medium education levels.
2019 European election result: 28.9%
2021 Bundestag election result: 24.1% (2017: 32.9%)

Armin Laschet (l) and Markus Söder (r) head the CDU and CSU
respectively. But chancellor Angela Merkel has been the
dominating political figure for the German conservatives

History: The CDU was founded in West Germany in 1950
in the aftermath of World War II as a gathering pool for
all of Germany's Christian conservative voters. It became
the most dominant political force in the postwar era,
unifying Germany and leading the government for 47 of
those 67 years, alongside its "sister party," the regional
Bavarian Christian Social Union (CSU).
CDU Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, who governed from
1949 to 1963, is the closest the Federal Republic has to a
founding father. It was Adenauer and his economy
minister (and successor as chancellor), Ludwig Erhard,
who presided over West Germany's "economic miracle."
The party's reputation as Germany's rock of moral and
economic stability continued under another long-term
CDU chancellor, Helmut Kohl, who drove German
reunification in 1990 — a key historic moment important
in understanding today's politics.

Chancellor Konrad Adenauer (second from left) helped rebuild
Germany's political system after WWII. Under his leadership, the
CDU remained the country's strongest party even after his
departure in 1963

Platform: The CDU/CSU have also pledged to reduce
taxes. They have proposed a number of cuts that would
mainly benefit high-income earners and want to cut
corporate income tax from 15% to 10%.
The CDU/CSU plans to focus on "efficient marketeconomy tools" to meet the Paris climate goals. They
oppose introducing a speed limit on the autobahn and
banning diesel fuel.
On migration, the CDU/CSU stresses its commitment to
the fundamental right to asylum, but they want tighter
restrictions on who can apply for asylum and they stress
the need to deport refugees who have committed
criminal offenses in Germany.
To solve the housing crisis the CDU/CSU wants to
promote the construction of more than 1.5 million new
homes in Germany by 2025 through tax relief and
cutting bureaucracy, focusing on housing associations
and the builders and owners of owner-occupied homes.
The CDU/CSU wants Germany to play a leading role in
world affairs, and support more Bundeswehr missions
abroad. They want to focus on trade, climate policy, and
the fight against organized crime and terrorism with
their traditional partners: Europe and the United States.
China's growing influence is seen as a challenge and
Russia as a possible military threat.
Most preferred coalition partner: FDP

Social Democratic Party (SPD)
Color: Red
Chairpeople: Saskia Esken, Norbert Walter-Borjans
Parliamentary leader: Rolf Mützenich
2019 European election result: 15.8%
2021 Bundestag election result: 25.7% (2017 20.5%)
Membership: 420,000 (2019)
Voters: The SPD has traditionally been the party of the
working classes and the trade unions. Like the CDU it has
an ageing voter base. The SPD's most fertile ground in
Germany remains in the densely populated industrial
regions of western Germany, particularly the Ruhr region
in North Rhine-Westphalia, as well as the states of Hesse
and Lower Saxony.
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SPD chairpeople Norbert Walter-Borjans (l) and Saskia Esken (r) with
candidate for chancellorship Olaf Scholz

History: The SPD was founded in 1875, making it Germany's
oldest political party. In the tumultuous first decades of the
20th century, the party acted as an umbrella organization
for a number of leftist movements, trade unionists, and
communists. But with the founding of the Communist Party
of Germany (KPD) in 1919, the SPD became the permanent
home of the social justice reformers, rather than the
revolutionaries - though that didn't stop its politicians from
being sent to concentration camps during the Third Reich.
The SPD's first postwar chancellor, Willy Brandt, governed
West Germany from 1969 to 1974. He earned an
international reputation for reconciliation with Eastern
Europe during his time as foreign minister in a CDU-led
coalition government. He was succeeded by Helmut
Schmidt, an SPD icon until his death in 2015. Both remain
hugely respected figures in German politics. Altogether, the
party has been part of the German government for 34 of the
67 years of the Federal Republic and led governing
coalitions for 21 of those. It was behind some of Merkel's
most significant social reform policies during her grand
coalition government from 2013 to 2021.

Nevertheless, the Agenda 2010 labor market reforms
introduced by SPD Chancellor Gerhard Schröder in the
early 2000s introduced welfare cuts uts known as Hartz
IV, which toughened requirements for the unemployed
and curbed benefits and state aid. This move split the
party: SPD conservatives lauded the policy's beneficial
effect on job growth, while more left-leaning factions
condemned Hartz IV as inhumane and neoliberal.
The party's traditional voters — industrial workers and
low-income earners — turned their backs on the SPD, and
the party went through a protracted identity crisis as it
teamed up with the conservatives for "grand coalition"
governments, that were seen to dilute its image.
Most preferred coalition partners: Green Party

Green Party
Color: Green
Chairpeople: Annalena Baerbock, Robert Habeck
Parliamentary leaders: Katrin Göring-Eckardt, Anton
Hofreiter
2019 European election result: 20.5%
2021 Bundestag election result: 14.8% (2017 8.9%)
Membership: 120,000 (2021)
Voters: The Greens rely heavily on the well-educated,
urban demographic for their voter base — party
strongholds tend to be major cities in western Germany,
especially where universities are located. Green voters
have become more affluent over the years, and the
Greens struggle to attract voters from lower-income
classes. Most recently it has gained support from young
voters, due to the Fridays for Future movement and the
general concern over the effects of climate change.
History: The party, whose official name translates as
Alliance '90/The Greens, grew out of an assortment of
social protest movements of the 1980s that eventually
unified.

SPD icons Willy Brandt (l) and Helmut Schmidt both served as German
chancellors

Platform: The SPD's core issue has always been social policy:
It pushed through the current minimum wage of 9.35€ and
wants it increased to 12€ ($14), it wants to introduce a
minimum old-age pension to be topped up with additional
state revenue. The SPD wants to introduce a wealth tax of
1% on "very high wealth" and an easing of the tax burden on
low and medium earners. To balance that cut the party is
discussing raising income tax to 45% on incomes over
€90,000 and 48% for incomes over €250,000 (€500,000
for families.).

The Greens cleared the 5-percent hurdle by a slim margin in 1983 — to the
suprise of many. Once a party associated with hippies and environmental
activists, the Greens gradually became a mainstream party for the middle
class
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Their supporters marched for everything from ending
nuclear power to gay rights — while maintaining the key
plank of environmental protection. Their success lies in the
fact that all of these causes have been incorporated into
mainstream politics since the alliance was officially founded
in 1993 (the Green Party itself was founded in 1980).
The party became truly prominent in German politics
between 1998 and 2005, its time as the junior coalition
partner to Gerhard Schröder's SPD, and supplied his
government with Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer.
The Greens were long divided into "realists," who are willing
to compromise party aims to have a say in government, and
the more left-wing "fundamentalists," who are closer to the
party's counter-culture roots.
The realists have been gaining ground. The most prominent
example has been Winfried Kretschmann who is leading a
coalition with the conservative CDU in the southwestern
state of Baden-Württemberg.
Platform: The Greens put an emphasis on infrastructure
development and plan to finance it all through debt, with
the argument that debt is less of a burden in the long run
than decaying infrastructure.
Environmental concerns remain core: Starting in 2030, the
Greens want only emission-free cars to be allowed on the
road and for the CO2 price per ton to rise to €60, in 2023
with relief for low-income individuals. They want to
establish a network of fast train connections that would
make flights within Europe redundant.
In terms of social policy, the Greens advocate a mandatory
minimum pension payout subsidized through an increase
in tax revenue, while a new system is established to which
civil servants would also contribute. They also support a
"guaranteed income," an increase in the minimum wage.
They want to ease pressure on low and medium earners by
raising the amount of income exempt from income tax. The
difference is to be made up by raising taxes for higher
earners.
In terms of foreign policy, they want a tough values-based
approach that more directly criticizes China and Russia for
human rights violations.
Preferred coalition partner: SPD

Free Democratic Party (FDP)
Color: Yellow
Chairperson: Christian Lindner
Parliamentary leader: Christian Lindner
2019 European election result: 5.4%
2021 Bundestag election result: 11.5% (2017 10.7%)
Membership: 75,000 (2021)
Voters: As a neo-liberal, pro-free market party, the FDP
traditionally finds the most voters among the selfemployed, especially business owners and professionals like
dentists and lawyers. Its support from the working class is
very marginal.

The FDP has had difficulty proving its importance in recent elections,
despite leader Christian Lindner managing to return it to the Bundestag
in 2017

Platform: Personal freedom, and restricting the power of
the state, have been the party's guiding principles.
The FDP wants to combat climate change by promoting
new technolgies and it has promised to accelerate
Germany's sluggish digitalization drive.
The FDP's program is founded on the principles of
individual freedom and civil rights. It has always
campaigned for more tax cuts, rejects any tax increases
and is opposed to a wealth tax, as well as the tightening
of inheritance tax." The FDP opposes "expropriations, rent
control, or rent caps and wants to see an increase in
owner-occupied homes.
The FDP wants more privatization, abolish the aviation
tax and promote air traffic. The FDP rejects a speed limit
on the autobahn, and its climate strategy relies heavily
on technology that hasn't been invented yet.
The FDP wants to introduce a statutory equity pension
based on the Swedish model rather than prop up the
current pension system from the state coffers. The party
wants to introduce more generous supplementary
income rules for people who receive benefits.
The FDP is also a pro-European party and wants to
enable skilled workers to migrate to Germany under a
points system based on the Canadian model. War
refugees are to be granted temporary protection status
quickly with minimum bureaucracy and should return
home swiftly after the relevant conflict has ended.
The FDP wants 3% of GDP spent on international
security, including development aid and diplomacy. The
party is critical of Russia and China and wants
negotiations for secure trans-Atlantic data traffic.
Most preferred coalition partner: CDU

Left Party
Color: Red (magenta)
Chairpeople: Susanne Hennig-Wellsow, Janine Wissler
2019 European election result: 5.5%
2021 Bundestag election result: 4.9% (2017 9.2%)
Membership: 60,350 (2020)
Voters: The Left Party's stronghold was traditionally in the
former East, with former communists who supported the
German Democratic Republic (GDR) and protest voters who
want to express their disenchantment with traditional
parties. However, many of these have switched to the
populist nationalism of the AfD since 2015.
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Two women head the Left party: Susanne Hennig-Wellsow, a pragmatist
from the East, and Janine Wisseler, a Marxist from western Germany

The AfD's Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla have emerged as the most
prominent representatives of the AfD

History: Though it was only founded in 2007, the Left
Party has a much longer history, and is still considered a
direct descendant of the Socialist Unity Party (SED) that
ruled the East German GDR until reunification with the
West in 1990.
Partly because of its association with the East German
dictatorship, the Left remained a pariah for the other
mainstream parties and has never been part of a federal
government coalition — though it has some government
experience at the state level.
Platform: The Left is the only major German party that
rejects military missions abroad. It also wants NATO to be
dissolved and the minimum wage to be raised
dramatically. Some political scientists still see the Left as
a radical party that ultimately seeks to overturn the
capitalist economic order, but the party itself actually
only advocates stronger market regulation, stronger
rental caps, and more social investment.
The Left Party rejects deportations, wants to dissolve the
EU border protection agency, Frontex and demands
asylum for poverty, environmental, and climate refugees.
It wants to give all long-term residents the right to vote
and to stand for election on the federal level.
It wants a minimum wage of €13 an hour and to lower
the retirement age. The party also wants to introduce a
"solidarity minimum pension" of €1,200 — financed
through tax revenue, and tax relief for people who earn
less than €6,500 gross a month. The party wants taxes on
millionaires to balance this cut.
Preferred coalition partners: SPD, Greens

2019 European election result: 11%
2017 Bundestag election result: 12.6% (92/709 seats)
History: The far-right populist Alternative for Germany
(AfD) has surged to prominence since it was founded in
2013 as a Euroskeptic party. Since then, Germans have
elected the AfD to the federal as well as every state
parliament in regional elections as well as the European
parliament.
The AfD was originally created by a group of neo-liberal
academics as a protest against the single European
currency. They were angered specifically by Merkel's
decision to bail out Greece in 2010 following Europe's
financial crisis. But following the influx of refugees
mainly from war-torn Syria in 2015, the party set an
overtly nationalist, anti-immigrant, anti-Islam agenda.
The AfD has a powerful extremist section which the
domestic intelligence service is keeping tabs on.

Alternative for Germany (AfD)
Color: Light blue
Chairpeople: Jörg Meuthen, Tino Chrupalla
Parliamentary leaders: Tino Chrupalla, Alice Weidel
Membership: 32,000 (2021)
Voters: The AfD has poached voters from all the other
major parties except the Greens, and has simultaneously
succeeded in mobilizing many non-voters. The AfD
scores best among middle-income to low-income
earners — though that is by no means its exclusive voter
base, and draws voters from across social classes. It is
especially successful in Germany's East. Its membership,
meanwhile, has one significant feature — only 17% are
women.

Platform: The AfD wants to prevent migrants from
heading to Germany at all. The party wants to
immediately deport anyone whose application for
political asylum is rejected and to encourage foreigners
to return to their home countries.
The party insists on the primacy of "traditional" German
culture and rejects Islam as a part of German society. It
also questions the notion that climate change is manmade and wants to reverse Germany's ongoing transition
to renewable energy sources.
The AfD wants to stabilize the pension system with
additional tax revenue provided by reduced spending on
migration, climate, and EU issues.
The AfD wants to deregulate rental and construction law,
to support the construction and real estate industry. A
shortage in affordable housing is blamed on immigrants.
The AfD supports international organizations such as the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and
NATO "for the time being," but considers both a threat to
the "self-determination of peoples." It wants to limit
NATO's operational area to the territory of its member
states and replace the EU with a new organization.
Preferred coalition partners: Ruled out by all other
parties

Chancellor of Austria

The Federal Chancellor of Austria is the head of
government of the Republic of Austria. The position
corresponds to that of Prime Minister in several other
parliamentary democracies.
Current officeholder is Alexander Schallenberg of the
Austrian People's Party (ÖVP), who was sworn in on 11
October 2021 following the resignation of Sebastian Kurz,
of the same party. Both leaders formed a government
with the Green Party, forming the first coalition between
these two parties at the federal level. Brigitte Bierlein
was the Second Republic's first Kanzlerin, forming a
nonpartisan caretaker govenment between a vote of no
confidence in Kurz's first government in June 2019 and
the formation of his second in January 2020.
The Chancellor's place in Austria's political system
Austria's chancellor chairs and leads the cabinet, which
is composed of the Chancellor, the vice chancellor and
the ministers. Together with the president, who is head
of state, the cabinet forms the country's executive
branch leadership.

Austria is a parliamentary republic, the system of
government in which real power is vested in the head of
government. However, in Austria most executive actions
of great extent can only be exercised by the president,
upon advice or with the countersignature of the
chancellor or a specific minister. Therefore the chancellor
often requires the president's consent to implement
greater decisions. Furthermore neither the ministers nor
the vice chancellor report to the chancellor.In legislature,
the chancellor's power depends on the size of their
affiliated parliamentary group. In case of a coalition
cabinet, the chancellor commonly is the leader of the
party most represented in the National Council, with the
leader of the party able to grant a majority, usually
serving as the vice chancellor.
The first Austrian sovereign head of government was the
State Chancellor of the Austrian Empire, a position only
held by Klemens von Metternich. The office was later
renamed to Minister-President of the Austrian Empire
and remained from there on until the dissolution of
Austria-Hungary. The first head of government after the
monarchy was the State Chancellor of German-Austria,
an office again only held by one person; Karl Renner.
After allied powers declined a union between Austria
and Germany, the office was renamed to just State
Chancellor of Austria and later changed to Federal
Chancellor, which remained the position's final form
until present day.
The official residence and executive office of the
chancellor is the chancellery, which is located at the
Ballhausplatz in the center of Vienna. Both the
chancellor as well as the cabinet are appointed by the
president and can be dismissed by the president.
The current officeholder is Alexander Schallenberg, who
was sworn in as chancellor on 11 October 2021 by
President Alexander Van der Bellen.

Federal Chancellor of Switzerland

"I don’t see myself as the eighth federal councillor, but rather as
the most senior civil servant. My power is limited, but I do have
a certain influence. My role is to mediate, offer guidance and
coordinate, and I can make proposals."
Walter Thurnherr, Federal Chancellor

The annual photo of the Swiss Federal Council for 2020, with
federal chancellor Walter Thurnherr on the far left

“Are there now eight members in the Swiss
government?” is what readers from abroad ask every year
when the new photo of the Federal Council,
Switzerland’s seven-person government, appears.
No. Nothing’s changed. The government still has seven
members. The eighth figure, who almost always stands
on the left or the right, is not photobombing the shot: it’s
the federal chancellor.
Unlike in Germany or Austria, federal chancellors in
Switzerland are not the most powerful political figure in
the country. Although they are less visible to the public
than the seven government ministers, they do have
political influence. The extent of this influence depends
on the individual and also on the respective members of
government.
In the past, some of the chancellors were referred to as
the eighth minister. Corina Casanova (2008-2015) saw
her role more as that of a discreet civil servant. Even the
incumbent chancellor, Walter Thurnherr, prefers to call
himself the “most senior civil servant” rather than the
eighth minister.
No one has yet succeeded in making the move from the
chancellery to government, although Thurnherr was said
to have had good chances at the end of 2018 before
parliament ended up choosing Viola Amherd.
The chancellor is elected by the Federal Assembly (both
chambers of parliament). So far only two of the 17
chancellors have been women. The first, Annemarie
Huber-Hotz, held office from 2000 to 2007.

Tasks and responsibilities
Federal chancellors existed many years before the first
cabinet minister; it is the oldest Swiss institution still in
existence. As early as 1803 the Federal Diet appointed a
Confederate Chancellor, who became Federal Chancellor
with the foundation of the federal state in 1848.
Most chancellors have been recruited from parliament
and have belonged to a government party. Only the
rightwing Swiss People’s Party has never had a
chancellor.
The federal chancellor heads the Federal Chancellery,
which plans and coordinates government business.
Chancellors also take part in the weekly government
meetings, where they have an advisory role. As the
government’s chief of staff, they can mediate, coordinate,
co-author reports, make proposals and even submit
motions. Voting, however, is not possible.
The chancellor’s area of responsibility also oversees
communication for the federal government as well as
federal initiatives and referendums, and elections in the
House of Representatives.
In return, he or she receives a salary equivalent to 80% of
a government minister’s salary, i.e. around CHF360,000
($368,000).

The Easiest Apple Strudel from www.thekitchn.com/apple-strudel
When a shattering, flaky crust gives way to a mess of
warm, cinnamon-scented apples, you know you’re in for
something good. I’m not talking about an apple pie — I’m
talking about apple strudel. This classic Austrian pastry is
as homey and comforting as can be. Variations abound
and true strudel requires homemade pastry, but for the
sake of getting sweet bites into my mouth faster, I’m
okay with taking a couple of shortcuts.

INGREDIENTS
1 (1-pound) package frozen phyllo dough (13x18-inch),
thawed in the refrigerator overnight
1/3 cup raisins
2 tablespoons dark rum or water
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter
1/2 cup panko breadcrumbs
1 1/2 pounds tart baking apples (about 3 medium),
such as Granny Smith or Honeycrisp
5 tablespoons granulated sugar, divided
1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
Powdered sugar, for serving
Freshly whipped cream or vanilla ice cream, for
serving (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS
Thaw 1 (1-pound) package phyllo dough overnight in the
refrigerator if needed.
Arrange a rack in the middle of the oven and heat the
oven to 350°F. Meanwhile, place 1/3 cup raisins and 2
tablespoons dark rum or water in a small microwavesafe bowl. Microwave for 20 seconds, then set aside to
allow them to plump and soften.
Melt 8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter in a medium
skillet over medium heat. Transfer 6 tablespoons to a
small bowl and set aside. Add 1/2 cup panko
breadcrumbs to the skillet and toast over medium heat,
stirring frequently, until golden-brown, 3 to 5 minutes.
Remove from the heat and let cool.
Peel and core 1 1/2 pounds apples (about 3 medium). Cut
each apple into quarters. Cut each quarter crosswise into
1/4-inch thick pieces. Place in a large bowl. Drain the
raisins, then add the raisins to the bowl. Add 3
tablespoons of the granulated sugar, 1 tablespoon lemon
juice, 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon, and 1/4 teaspoon
kosher salt. Toss to combine.
Stack 6 phyllo dough sheets on a large baking sheet.
Cover with plastic wrap, wax paper, or a damp kitchen
towel and leave at room temperature. Reroll the
remaining phyllo dough sheets, place in a gallon-size ziptop freezer bag, and refreeze for another use.

Place a sheet of parchment paper large enough to lay
the phyllo dough on onto a flat work surface. Lay 1 sheet
of phyllo dough with a long side closer to you on the
parchment paper. (Keep the remaining phyllo covered.)
Brush the sheet with 1 teaspoon of the butter and
sprinkle with 1 teaspoon of the granulated sugar. Repeat
with layering, buttering, and sugaring the remaining
sheets of phyllo dough, but do not brush the final sheet
with butter or sprinkle with sugar.
Sprinkle the toasted breadcrumbs in a 3-inch wide strip
2 inches from the bottom and sides of the phyllo dough.
Use a slotted spoon to spoon the apple filling evenly on
top of the breadcrumbs. Discard any liquid remaining in
the bowl.
Fold both sides of phyllo dough over the filling. Fold the
bottom end up and over the filling, then carefully
continuing rolling up and away from you to enclose the
filling. Place the strudel seam-side down on the
parchment paper you assembled it on, then slide the
whole thing onto the now-empty baking sheet. Brush
the top of the strudel with the remaining melted butter
and sprinkle with the remaining granulated sugar.
Bake, rotating the baking sheet halfway through, until
deep golden-brown, 45 to 55 minutes total.
Transfer the baking sheet to a wire rack and let cool for
10 minutes. Transfer the strudel to a cutting board and
cut crosswise into 8 slices with a serrated knife. Dust the
tops of the slices with powdered sugar and serve warm
with whipped cream or vanilla ice cream.
Storage: Leftovers can be stored in an airtight container
in the refrigerator for up to 2 days.

Fondue
Fondue is a Swiss melted cheese dish served in a
communal pot (caquelon or fondue pot) over a portable
stove (réchaud) heated with a candle or spirit lamp, and
eaten by dipping bread into the cheese using longstemmed forks. It was promoted as a Swiss national dish
by the Swiss Cheese Union (Schweizerische Käseunion)
in the 1930s, and was popularized in North America in
the 1960s.
Since the 1950s, the term "fondue" has been generalized
to other dishes in which a food is dipped into a
communal pot of liquid kept hot in a fondue pot:
chocolate fondue, fondue au chocolat, in which pieces of
fruit or pastry are dipped into a melted chocolate
mixture, and fondue bourguignonne, in which pieces of
meat are cooked in hot oil or broth.

Fondue was popularized as a Swiss national dish by the
Swiss Cheese Union (Schweizerische Käseunion) in the
1930s as a way of increasing cheese consumption. The
Swiss Cheese Union also created pseudo-regional recipes
as part of the "spiritual defence of Switzerland". After
World War II rationing ended, the Swiss Cheese Union
continued its marketing campaign, sending fondue sets
to military regiments and event organizers across
Switzerland. Fondue is now a symbol of Swiss unity.
In the meantime, fondue continued to be promoted
aggressively in Switzerland, with slogans like "La fondue
crée la bonne humeur" 'fondue creates a good mood'
and (1981, in Swiss German) "Fondue isch guet und git e
gueti Luune" 'fondue is good and creates a good mood' –
abbreviated as "figugegl".
Fondue was promoted to Americans at the Swiss
Pavilion's Alpine restaurant at the 1964 New York World's
Fair.
Fondue was popular in the United States in the 1960s
and 1970s, along with other foods made in chafing
dishes.
The extension of the name "fondue" to other dishes
served in a communal hot pot dates to 1950s New York.
Konrad Egli, a Swiss restaurateur, introduced fondue
bourguignonne at his Chalet Suisse restaurant in 1956. In
the mid-1960s, he invented chocolate fondue as part of a
promotion for Toblerone chocolate. A sort of chocolate
mousse or chocolate cake had also sometimes been
called "chocolate fondue" starting in the 1930s.

A full cheese fondue set in Switzerland. Apart from pieces of bread to dip
into the melted cheese, there are side servings of kirsch, raw garlic,
pickled gherkins, onions, and olives.

History
The earliest known recipe for the modern form of cheese
fondue comes from a 1699 book published in Zürich,
under the name "Käss mit Wein zu kochen" 'to cook
cheese with wine'. It calls for grated or cut-up cheese to
be melted with wine, and for bread to be dipped in it.
However, the name "cheese fondue", until the late 19th
century, referred to a dish composed of eggs and cheese,
as in la Chapelle's 1735 Fonduë de Fromage, aux Truffes
Fraiches; it was something between scrambled eggs
with cheese and a cheese soufflé. Brillat-Savarin wrote in
1834 that it is "nothing other than scrambled eggs with
cheese". Variations included cream ("à la genevoise") and
truffles ("à la piémontaise") in addition to eggs, as well as
what is now called "raclette" ("fondue valaisanne").
The first known recipe for the modern cheese fondue
under that name, with cheese and wine but no eggs, was
published in 1875, and was already presented as a Swiss
national dish. Despite its modern associations with rustic
mountain life, it was a town-dweller's dish from the
lowlands of western, French-speaking, Switzerland: rich
cheese like Gruyère was a valuable export item which
peasants could not afford to eat.
With the introduction of corn starch to Switzerland in
1905, it became easier to make a smooth and stable
emulsion of the wine and cheese, and this probably
contributed to the success of fondue.

Fondue Bourguignonne

Chocolate Fondue

Fondue cont'd
Preparation
Cheese fondue consists of a blend of cheeses, wine, and
seasoning, although there are many variations, such as
using beer rather than wine. Traditionally, the caquelon is
rubbed with a cut garlic clove, white wine is added and
heated with cornstarch, and then grated cheese is added
and gently stirred until melted, although in practice all the
ingredients can be combined and heated together at
once. Some kirsch is often added. The cornstarch or other
starch stabilizes and thickens the mixture. Additional
wine may be added if the fondue is too thick; its acid and
ethanol decrease the fondue's viscosity. A fondue can
curdle if the protein separates from the fat, which is
usually the result of not enough liquid in the mixture and
an insufficiently acid mixture, so lemon juice is sometimes
added.

Temperature and la religieuse
A cheese fondue mixture should be kept warm enough to
keep the fondue smooth and liquid but not so hot that it
burns. If this temperature is held until the fondue is
finished there will be a thin crust of toasted (not burnt)
cheese at the bottom of the caquelon. This is called la
religieuse (French for the nun). It has the texture of a
cracker and is almost always lifted out and eaten.

Cheese fondues - Swiss
The regional names used for some of these variants are
factitious, and do not reflect genuine regional traditions.
Vaudoise: Gruyère.
Fribourgeoise, from Fribourg: Vacherin fribourgeois à
fondue, wherein potatoes are often dipped instead of
bread. This is the only cheese fondue that does not use
wine. The cheese is melted in a few tablespoons of
water over low heat.
Moitié-moitié (or half and half), also called Fondue
Suisse: Gruyère and Fribourg vacherin.
Neuchâteloise: Gruyère and Emmental.
Innerschweiz: Gruyère, Emmental, and Sbrinz.
Genevoise: Gruyère (preferably of several stages of
maturity) with a little Emmentaler and Valais cheese.
Sometimes chopped sautéed morels are added.
Interlaken: Gruyère, Appenzeller, Emmental.
Appenzeller: Appenzeller cheese with cream added.
Tomato: Gruyère, Emmental, crushed tomatoes, and
wine.
Spicy: Gruyère, red and green peppers, with chili.
Mushroom:
Gruyère,
Fribourg
vacherin,
and
mushrooms.

Consumption and etiquette
Fondue is eaten by spearing a piece of bread on a fork,
swirling it in the pot, and putting it into the mouth. Some
writers recommend that the dipping fork be used only to
transport the food from the pot to one's plate, not to eat
from.
Losing a piece of bread in the caquelon is said to be
penalized by buying a round of drinks, singing a song, or
running around in the snow naked.

Raclette
Raclette is a Swiss dish, also popular in France, based on
heating cheese and scraping off the melted part.
Raclette cheese is a Swiss cheese marketed specifically
to be used for this dish.

History
Dishes of melted cheese were mentioned in medieval
texts from Swiss convents as early as 1291. Melted cheese
was originally consumed by peasants in the
mountainous Alpine regions of the cantons of Valais and
Fribourg (Switzerland), and Savoie and Haute-Savoie
(France). It was then known in the German-speaking
part of Switzerland as Bratchäs, or "roasted cheese".
Traditionally, cow herders carried cheese with them
when they were moving cows to or from pastures up in
the mountains. In the evening, the cheese would be
placed next to a campfire for softening, then scraped
onto bread.
In Valais, raclette is typically served with potatoes,
cornichons, pickled onions, black tea, other warm
beverages, or Fendant wine. A popular French option is
to serve it with white wine, such as Savoy wine, but
Riesling and pinot gris are also common. Traditionally, it
is consumed with black tea, since a warm beverage
supposedly improves digestion.
In Switzerland, a scraper continuously serves all in the
restaurant from an oven placed in a separated table or
near a wood fire. In France, restaurateurs often place a
raclette oven directly on the table, in which case the
scraping is to be done by the guests.
The name of the dish, Raclette, comes from French
Swiss dialect verb "racler" to scrape. It refers to both the
type of cheese and the dish it is served with.
Dish
Half a raclette cheese being melted using an electric
heat lamp.
Raclette is a dish native to parts of Switzerland. The
raclette cheese round is heated, either in front of a fire
or by a special machine, then scraped onto diners'
plates. In at least one traditional Geneva restaurant the
solid cheese is impaled on a spike next to the fire so that
it drips. Warm plates with two or three slices of boiled
new potato are held underneath to catch the drips and
served immediately to patrons, whose bill is calculated
by the number of servings they ate.

Raclette cont'd
Traditionally the melting happens in front of an open fire,
with the big piece of cheese facing the heat. One then
regularly scrapes off the melting side. Some restaurants
that serve raclette use a heat lamp to substitute for the
open fire, with the cheese being put under the lamp as
the customer orders and the melted cheese scraped off,
as in the traditional method. The melted cheese is
accompanied by small firm potatoes (Bintje, Charlotte or
Raclette varieties), cornichons (gherkins), pickled onions,
and dried meat, such as jambon cru/cuit, salami, and
viande des Grisons, and to drink, Kirsch, black or herbal
tea or white wine from a Valais vineyard (a Fendant wine
from the Chasselas grape).

A modern way of serving raclette involves an electric
table-top grill with small pans, known as coupelles, in
which slices of raclette cheese are melted. This new way
has been used since the 1950s. Generally the grill is
surmounted by a hot plate or griddle. In Switzerland the
electrical raclette is called "raclonette". The device is put
in the middle of the table. The cheese is brought to the
table sliced, accompanied by platters of boiled or
steamed potatoes, other vegetables and charcuterie.
These are then mixed with potatoes and topped with
cheese in the small wedge-shaped coupelles that are
placed under the grill to melt and brown the cheese.
Alternatively, slices of cheese may be melted and simply
poured over food on the plate. The emphasis in raclette
dining is on relaxed and sociable eating and drinking,
the meal often running to several hours. French and
other European supermarkets generally stock both the
grill apparatus and ready-sliced cheese and charcuterie
selections, especially around Christmas. Restaurants also
provide raclette evenings for parties or dinners.
"Vercouline" is a raclette in which Bleu du VercorsSassenage is used. In Franche-Comté, the Bleu de Gex (or
"Bleu du Haut Jura") and Morbier, both PDO, are used as
variants.

Half a raclette cheese being melted using an electric heat lamp.

Cooking raclette

A homestyle raclette with a variety of cheeses and meats

Why Switzerland props up its ailing sugar industry

In less than a decade the surface area dedicated to growing sugar beets
in Switzerland has dropped from 20,000 hectares to 16,500 hectares
Thomas Kern/swissinfo.ch

Price in freefall
The Aarberg site is one of two – the other is in Frauenfeld,
northeastern Switzerland – owned by Sucre Suisse.
Together they account for all of Switzerland’s sugar
production capacity, which tops out at around 270,000
tonnes annually. More than two-thirds of the sugar
produced by Sucre Suisse is gobbled up by the country’s
food industry, with clients including the makers of Red
Bull and Rivella drinks, multinational food and drinks
conglomerate Nestlé, and chocolate maker Lindt.
“Switzerland has a sugar self-sufficiency rate of nearly
65%,” says Raphael Wild, head of communications at
Sucre Suisse. Most of the shortfall is imported from the
European Union, with 3,300 tonnes of cane sugar
imported from Mauritius.

Every year from October to December more than 1.5
million tonnes of sugar beets grown in Switzerland are
harvested to supply the country’s sugar industry – an
industry being kept alive by massive government
subsidies. SWI swissinfo.ch reports from Aarberg, home
to the country’s largest sugar factory.
The thick white plume of smoke rises through the
morning fog of the Bernese Seeland as we approach the
town of Aarberg, located in the heart of the region
sometimes referred to as Switzerland’s vegetable garden.
The scent of caramel and earth swirl through the air as
the enormous storage vats belonging to the Sucre Suisse
(Sugar Switzerland) factory appear through the mist.
Making its way through the factory gates is a stream of
trucks, tractors and trains – all loaded to the brim with
freshly harvested sugar beets. During peak production
season from October to December, more than 10,000
tonnes of the white root vegetable arrive daily from
across the country.
In a process practically unchanged since the factory
opened in 1912, the beets are cleaned, pulped and
transformed into sugar. An incessant noise accompanies
the shift workers as they go about their business 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. Every day during the high
season the plant churns out nearly 1,000 tonnes of sugar.

Aarberg is the Swiss sugar capital. Thomas Kern/swissinfo.ch

It usually takes eight beets to produce one kilo of sugar. Thomas
Kern/swissinfo.ch

But the local industry is fragile. The negotiated price of
Swiss sugar is calculated in line with the global market,
which is subject to price fluctuations. Bilateral
agreements also link prices to those of the EU, which
have fallen sharply since 2017, when Brussels freed up
production volumes and removed export restrictions.
This dragged down prices in Switzerland, hitting local
farmers’ profit margins and driving many to abandon the
market.
Growing subsidies
In less than a decade the surface area dedicated to
growing sugar beets in Switzerland has declined from
20,000 hectares to 16,500 hectares. Today the crop
accounts for just under 2% of the country’s usable
agriculture space, and the number of people farming
beets has dropped from 6,000 five years ago to 4,500
today.
In 2018, in a bid to halt the industry’s decline, the
government increased subsidies for beets growers by
CHF300/ha ($325/ha) to CHF2,100/ha. It also put a
premium on organic production and introduced a
customs protection of at least CHF70 per tonne of sugar.
In September parliament extended the measures until
2023.

Why Switzerland props up its ailing sugar industry cont'd
This year the industry breathed a small sigh of relief as
global conditions improved.
“Prices are again rising. This is among various factors due
to a historic drought which hit Brazil this year. Sugar
cane crops suffered enormously, creating a global
shortage,” Wild says.
The respite is expected to be temporary. Wild says it
would be impossible for Swiss sugar to compete with
foreign products without state support.
“It is obvious that without these government
contributions to beets farmers, from which we benefit
indirectly, we would face important difficulties,” he says.

The sugar is stored in silos with a capacity of 60,000 tonnes. Thomas
Kern/swissinfo.ch

Taxpayers foot the bill
Switzerland’s sugar industry costs taxpayers around
CHF70 million a year.
“It is the equivalent of nearly CHF4,000 in subsidies per
hectare, which is more than most other crops,” says
Vision Landwirtschaft, a thinktank made up of
independent farming professionals that aims to
encourage sustainable development and improve the
economic position of Swiss agriculture.
Furthermore, the thinktank says beets are voracious
consumers of pesticides, provoke soil erosion and create
heavy soil compaction.
However, Wild says a study commissioned by Sucre
Suisse found that Swiss sugar is 30% more sustainable
than that produced in the EU.

Farmers call for return of banned pesticide
The industry’s supporters argue that, because sugar is
one of the basic foods stored by the government in the
event of a crisis, maintaining sugar production in
Switzerland is crucial. Strategic food reserves must be
enough to cover three months of local consumption.
In a written reply to a motion put forward by Ursula
Schneider Schüttel from the Social Democratic Party, the
government justified its support for the industry: “Sugar
is considered a basic commodity, [and] the creation of
reserves is compulsory under the law on the country’s
economic supply.”
But critics are sceptical. “If we were left to ourselves in a
crisis, we could not eat sugar by the spoonful,” Patrick
Dümmler from thinktank Avenir Suisse told Swiss public
television, SRF. He argues that state support for
Switzerland’s sugar industry is also bad from a health
standpoint. “That’s why I think the importance of security
of supply for the country is exaggerated.”

Eurovision Song Contest 2021

Måneskin in 2018; from left to right: Ethan Torchio, Victoria De Angelis,
Damiano David and Thomas Raggi

The Eurovision Song Contest 2021 was the 65th edition of
the Eurovision Song Contest. It took place in Rotterdam,
Netherlands, following the country's victory at the 2019
contest with the song "Arcade" by Duncan Laurence. The
Netherlands was due to host the 2020 contest, before it
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Organised
by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and host
broadcasters Nederlandse Publieke Omroep (NPO),
Nederlandse Omroep Stichting (NOS) and AVROTROS,
the contest was held at Rotterdam Ahoy, and consisted
of two semi-finals on 18 and 20 May, and the final on 22
May 2021. The three live shows were presented by
Chantal Janzen, Edsilia Rombley, Jan Smit and Nikkie de
Jager.
Thirty-nine countries participated in the contest, of
which twenty-six re-entered the artists chosen for 2020
(albeit with different songs, as per the contest's rules).
Bulgaria and Ukraine returned after their absences from
the 2019 contest, while Hungary and Montenegro did not
return after their 2019 participation. Armenia and Belarus
had originally planned to participate, but Armenia later
withdrew due to social and political crises following the
2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war and Belarus was
disqualified after their intended entry was found to be in
violation of the contest's rules.
The winner was Italy with the song "Zitti e buoni",
performed by Måneskin and written by the band's
members Damiano David, Ethan Torchio, Thomas Raggi
and Victoria De Angelis. This made Italy only the second
member of the "Big Five" to win the contest since the
group's establishment, following Germany's victory in
2010. Måneskin's victory also made them the first band
to win the contest since Lordi for Finland in 2006. France,
Switzerland, Iceland and Ukraine rounded out the top
five, with France and Switzerland achieving their best
results since 1991 and 1993 respectively. This was the fifth
time since the juries were reintroduced alongside the
televoting in 2009 that the winner did not place first in
the jury voting; Switzerland was the jury winner, while
Italy was the televote winner. For the first time since
1995, none of the top three entries were performed in
English.

Also, for the first time since the current voting system
was implemented in 2016, more than one country
received nul points from the televote in the final; these
were Germany, Spain, the host country the Netherlands,
and the United Kingdom, the last of those becoming the
first country to receive nul points from both the jury and
televote. This was the fifth time that the host country
ranked in the bottom five since 2015, with the
Netherlands finishing 23rd in the final, as well as the
second time that the United Kingdom had received nul
points in the contest, the last time having been in 2003.
For the first time since its debut in 2015, Australia failed
to qualify for the final, making Ukraine the only country
that never failed to qualify from the semi-finals since
their introduction in 2004.
The EBU reported that the contest had an audience of
183 million viewers in 36 European markets, an increase
of a million viewers from the previous edition, with an
increase of seven percent in the 15–24 year old age range.

Rotterdam Ahoy, host venue of the 2021 contest.

The 2021 contest was held in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, following the country's victory at the 2019
edition with the song "Arcade", performed by Duncan
Laurence. It was the fifth time that the Netherlands had
hosted the contest, having previously done so in 1958,
1970, 1976 and 1980. The selected venue was the 16,400seat Ahoy Arena in Rotterdam Ahoy, a convention centre
and multi-purpose indoor arena located on Ahoyweg,
which serves as a venue for many events, including
concerts, exhibitions, trade fairs, and conferences.
Rotterdam Ahoy had previously hosted the Junior
Eurovision Song Contest 2007, and was set to host the
2020 contest before its cancellation.
By Eurovision tradition, the Netherlands received the
right to host the Eurovision Song Contest after the
country won the competition in 2019. The Dutch host
broadcasters NPO, NOS and AVROTROS launched the
bidding process in the same month, on 29 May,[5] in
which five cities – Arnhem, 's-Hertogenbosch, Maastricht,
Rotterdam, and Utrecht – submitted their bid books
during a ceremonial event held in Hilversum on 10 July
2019. On 16 July, Maastricht and Rotterdam were
shortlisted, and after the NPO visited both cities, on 30
August 2019, Rotterdam was announced as the host city
of the Eurovision Song Contest 2020.

Neuschwanstein Castle vs. Linderhof Palace
Neuschwanstein Castle in Schwangau, Germany, is like
something straight out of a fairy tale. But it’s also one of
the most-visited destinations in all of Europe. Kind of
crazy when you consider that half the rooms in the castle
were never completed. Instead, escape the crowds and
spend your time visiting Linderhof Palace. Like
Neuschwanstein, Linderhof was also built by King
Ludwig II. It’s a little smaller, but just as beautiful. You
can visit the Linderhof Palace and Park for under $10 a
person, and children under 18 can get in free
(Neuschwanstein costs about $20 for a guided tour).
Some visitors think Linderhof’s interior is better than
Neuschwanstein’s. Linderhof’s gardens are beautiful in
the summer, and visiting the castle is a great option to
spend your day.

The Venus Grotto
The extensive restoration work in and around the Venus
Grotto will last until the end of 2024.
The artificial dripstone cave with its lake and waterfall
was modelled on the Hörselberg from the first act of the
Wagner opera "Tannhäuser".
This natural stage, built in 1876/77 by the landscape
sculptor A. Dirigl, was lit by arc lights. The electricity for
this was generated by 12 dynamos in the machine house
100 m away, one of the first electricity works in Bavaria.
The Venus Grotto features a "royal seat", a Lorelei rock
and a gilt boat in the shape of a shell.

Enlargement of the bedroom
In 1885/86 there was a final rebuilding phase. The
bedroom, as the central room in the complex, was
widened and extended to the north (building phase 6).
This required extensive rebuilding of the palace and a
new central section for the north façade, including a new
roof for this area. No further additions were made to the
palace, which now measured 30 x 27 metres, after King
Ludwig II died in 1886. He did not live to see the
completion of the new bedroom.

Bedroom

The Moorish Kiosk
The Moorish Kiosk was originally created for the World Exhibition in Paris in 1867. King Ludwig II purchased it in 1876 and
had it magnificently and imaginatively decorated with a glass chandelier, a marble fountain and the sumptuous Peacock
Throne. Here he read and drank tea while servants appropriately dressed in Oriental costumes and smoking narghiles
lent an added touch of authenticity.

Zurich Drops to Fourth in Ranking of Most Expensive Cities

Zurich consistently ranks as one of the most expensive cities in the world.
© Keystone / Gaetan Bally

Soaring inflation, supply chain disruptions and high oil
prices have shuffled this year’s ranking of the most
expensive cities compiled by the Economist Intelligence
Unit. Zurich drops from first to fourth, as Tel Aviv takes
the top spot.
Geneva, the other Swiss city in the top ten, came in
seventh – the same spot as last year in the annual
Economic Intelligence Unit’s Worldwide Cost of Living
survey published on Wednesday. Zurich had tied for first
place with Paris and Hong Kong in the 2020 ranking.
This may say less about the cost of living in Switzerland’s
finance and banking capital and more about the rapid
rise in prices in other cities. Tel Aviv moved five places in
this year’s ranking, above Paris and Singapore, which tied
for second place. This is the first time the Israeli city has
been listed as the most expensive.
The EIU writes that Tel Aviv’s rise is largely the result of
the strength of the Israeli currency, the shekel, against
the US dollar and increases to grocery and transport
prices. High oil prices and the rising cost of consumer
goods affected other cities in this year's ranking. Tehran
saw the biggest change moving from 79th to 29th place
as US sanctions caused shortages and price increases.

The EIU’s Worldwide Cost of Living Index collected data
from 50,000 goods and services in 173 cities in August
and September as prices for freight and commodities
rose. On average, prices rose by 3.5% compared with 1.9%
this time last year. Many countries have been affected by
trade restrictions and pandemic-induced labour
shortages and ongoing supply chain disruptions. This is
the fastest rise in the cost of living for city dwellers in five
years. The average cost of a litre of unleaded petrol has
soared by 21%, the survey found.
“Although most economies across the world are now
recovering as Covid-19 vaccines are rolled out, many
major cities are still seeing spikes in cases, leading to
social restrictions. These have disrupted the supply of
goods, leading to shortages and higher prices,” said
Upasana Dutt, head of the Worldwide Cost of Living
survey at EUI.
There were some countries that saw prices fall. Rome
saw the biggest drop as it fell 16 places to 48, with a
particularly sharp decline in the cost of groceries and
clothing. Bangkok and Lima were the second-biggest
movers down the rankings, with significant declines in all
categories.
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