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Work Smarter, Not Harder pt. 4
Incorporating Contest Material into Your Daily Schedule.
Reasons to do all of this work
Public Relations
Announcements of your strange meetings build
interest.
Announcements of all your prizes get notice and
build classes.
Displays outside of your room as well as making
your classroom an environment help promote you
and your classes.
Year Book pages need to be exciting and different.
Reward your officers and chair people with their
own pages.
Common Goals build Unity
High School Students are looking for a niche, why not
your class and club?
We have to work harder than most of the other
languages, why not make it fun for you and your
students?
Cultural Literacy- not just language skills which they
may or may not retain, but other skills and interests
can be cultivated which will stand them in good
stead throughout life.
You are Frau/Herr Deutschland to your students, and
to the school and its community. Make the most of it.

Photo courtesy of Wesley Reisser.
W.T. White High School Deutcher
Verein in 1998

Utilize all your resources
Officers - the more the better! President, V.P.,
Secretary, Treasurer, Publicity, Historian (Club Album).
Give them as much responsibility as you can standsave yourself!!! Reward with their own special shirts,
letter jackets, etc. Keep the same logo for all the club
members but give the officers a bright color that
makes them stand out. Do the same for the chair
people but using a second bright color. When your
students arrive at the contest site, tell them to look
for an officer or the chairperson of their event to ask
for help or to find answers to their questions. If those
people cannot help them, then they can call you. This
keeps you from being run into the ground by the
newbies, and only the direst problems come to you.
Chair people- again, the more the better, if possible
with their own shirts/colors. Have a chairperson for
every contest area you need. Have them check the
rules and make sure everyone is in compliance. They
are also in charge of pick up and clean up. They are
allowed to bring in people to help them.
Dance (male and female co-chairs)
Oompah Band
Rock Group
Classical Group
Soccer Team (male and female co-captains)
Choir and All Vocal Solos
Bike Team Captain
Volksmarsch Team Captain
Pretzel Eating Team Captain
Art Chair-painting and drawing
Photography- individual photos and photo essays

Work Smarter, Not Harder pt. 4 (cont'd)
Needlework Chair
Models and Crafts Chair
Cooking Chair
Club Album
Gingerbread House Chair
Paß Auf
Colleagues
Choir teacher
Band Director
Art Teacher
Drama Teacher
Soccer Coach
Head Janitor
Head of Cafeteria and some of the cafeteria
workers
Principal’s Secretary
Counseling Staff
Copy Room Staff
Interested and Sympathetic Parents
Community Resources
Soccer coaches
German bakeries and restaurants
German Texan Groups and Individuals
German Consulates

Tips for Contest
Use the same skits and puppet skits for a class.
Try to get most of the class involved in the skits
and puppet skits or duet acting. You cannot
have the same kids in the 2 activities, but if
someone is sick or unable to go, you have a
ready substitute.
Pick duet acting pieces that can be done for
several years by the same pair and just add lines
on to it each year. I would have them do a page
and then add a page each year.
Pick a play that you can do for a couple of years.
Pick poetry or prose that tells a story or is modern
and reflects what is happening in Germany now. Try
to find books of poetry with dual language versions
so you can save yourself time explaining what the
piece means, and how to emphasize and dramatize
the various sections.

There is a lot of recorded poetry out there on the
internet. I also have a bank of recorded poetry
files I would happily share with teachers. All you
have to do is request it and give me a good
working email address.
Put students into the prose/poetry memory
categories even though you might think they
won't be able to do it. If they do not get it
memorized, they will have at least worked on it a
lot more and will be secure and more confident
as well as expressive than someone who put
little time into their reading preparation.
The Bible makes a great source of material for
prose reading and memory selections.
Ask your students to pick German music for their
vocal solos or instrumental solos to do for both
their school group and for you. Discuss this with
your colleagues at school. Help the Choir teacher
with his choir songs in German, so that they will
be okay for you to do as well. Work with the
drama teacher about helping with the one act
play.
Support your school athletic teams with posters
in German, special cheers in German during Pep
Rallies or games- you never know when you
might need a soccer net, stop watches, etc.
Have a “gingerbread house day” one Saturday in
the school cafeteria. Hire and pay a couple of the
cafeteria workers to be there. Encourage
cafeteria workers to pick their favorites and
critique the houses. Take pictures of the workers
with the students. This saves mess at private
homes, builds good will with parents and the
cafeteria workers too. The beginners learn from
the advanced students too.
Assign the contest work way early- like before
Thanksgiving- then make memorization of each
skit line part of the daily quiz. One line a day can
really add up to successful memorization well
ahead of contest season.
Any students working on tests and Paß Auf can
work together in class making flash cards,
quizzing each other, making power point Paß
Auf games for the computer.
Your Paß Auf team should be the same group
that takes the culture tests for each level. Put
people from every level on your team.

Research Topics: Some German Texas Places
You can use these topics for research papers for
contest or use them to assign for study and
individual research assignments. They would be
good for the Paß Auf team to make flash cards from
for their team questions bank.
Cat Spring
Luckenbach
Mason
Fredericksburg
Comfort
Gruene
New Braunfels
Muenster
Boerne
Brenham
Schulenburg
Weimar
Lindsay
Kerrville
Castell
Hilda
Latium
Bettina
New Baden
Dessau
Sisterdale
Westphalia
Pilot Point
Mount Carmel
Fulda
Olfen
Windthorst
Rhineland
Nazareth
Umbarger
Slaton
Scotland
New Brandenburg (Old Glory after WWI)
Giddings
Yorktown
Meyersville
Pflugerville
Copperas Cove
Thorndale
Deutschburg
Vatmann
Woodsboro
Tivoli
Fashing

The original 17-acre Kuhlken Estate Vineyard is located north of
Fredericksburg along the Llano Highway in the first viticultural
area designated in Texas, This section of the Texas Hill Country
enjoys cooler evenings and superior soil, making it one of the
most ideal locations in the state for grape growing.

Other Texas German Sites
Bluebell Ice Cream in Brenham
Moravian Church Paintings in the Hill country
High Hill, Tx.
Elisabet Ney Studio, University of Texas in Austin
Lone Star Brewery
Spoetzl Brewery in Shiner, Tx. And others In
Shiner
Scholz’s Garden in Austin, Tx.
Pearl Brewery

German Texas Wine
California may receive the most recognition for
wine production in the United States, but almost a
century
before
California
vineyards
were
established the Spanish missionaries began
producing Texas wines around the 1700s.
German and Italian immigrants are credited with
starting Texas winemaking. When a blight struck
over six million acres of European vineyards
rootstock resistant to the disease was sent from
Texas and grafted to the European varieties. (See
Phyloxerra article in this newsletter). Today, over
half of the species of grape worldwide are grown in
Texas, and much of that in the Hill Country.
Wineries in Texas suffered their own setback as a
result of the Prohibition passed by the 18th
Amendment in 1919. The wine drought lasted until
1935 with repeal of the Prohibition.
With approximately 40 wineries in Texas the state
ranks fifth in wine production -- the top wine states
are California, New York, Washington and Oregon
respectively. That's not to say they produce the
better wine than that grown in the Texas Hill
Country. More than a few Texas wineries lay claim
to that honor.
It can be said without much contradiction that the first
person to imagine vineyards in the Texas Hill Country
was John Meusebach, founder of Fredericksburg.

Research topics: Notable German Texans
You can use these topics for research papers for
contest or use them to assign for study and
individual research assignments. They would be
good for the Paß Auf team to make flash cards from
for their team questions bank.
German Texans have historically played a role in
Texas history. Texans of German birth or descent
have, since the mid-19th century, made up one of
the largest ethnic groups in the state. By 1850 they
numbered five percent of the total population—a
conservative count. The 1990 census listed more
than 17 percent of the population, nearly three
million individuals, claiming German heritage.
List of German Texans
Edna Bierschwale
Dr. Rudolph Leopold Biesele
Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels
Jacob Brodbeck
Edward Degener
Friedrich Diercks (or Johann Friedrich Ernst)
Dr. Carl Adolph Douai
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Henry Francis Fisher
John Frels
William Frels
Justin Furstenfeld
Summer Glau
Phil Hardberger
Laura Harring
Betty Holekamp
Carl von Iwonski
Lyndon Baines Johnson
Lisa Kahn
Pastor John Kilian
Ralph Kirshbaum
Louis Kleberg
Robert J. Kleberg
Walter Krueger
Hermann Lehmann
Glen E. Lich
Ferdinand Lindheimer
Tom Loeffler
Hermann Lungkwitz
Charles W. Machemehl
Chuck Machemehl
Johann Machemehl
Louis A. Machemehl
Paul Machemehl
John O. Meusebach (or Baron Ottfried
Hans Freiherr von Meusebach)
Bill Meier
Burchard Miller
Gus Franklin Mutscher
Randy Neugebauer

Chester W. Nimitz
Richard Petri
Robert Rauschenberg
Charles Sealsfield/Karl Anton Prostl
Bob Schieffer
Gustav Schleicher
Buck Schwietz
Zachary Selig
Kel Seliger
August Siemering
Hubertus Strughold
Johann Ludwig Karl Heinrich von Struve
Count Ludwig Joseph von Boos-Waldeck
Ferdinand von Roemer: Father of Geology in Texas
but never lived here. He just did research here.
Arlene Wohlgemuth
Harry M. Wurzbach
Elisabet Ney
William Fredrick Gebhardt
Betty Holekamp
Aleene McFarland
Chesley Burnett "Sully" Sullenberger III

German Geography
Bird: Eagle
Motto: "Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit." "Unity and
Justice and Freedom."
National Anthem: Das Deutschlandlied (third stanza),
music by Joseph Haydn; lyrics by August Heinrich
Hoffmann von Fallerslebem.
Tree: Oak

Coat of Arms: The country's coat of arms (featuring an
eagle) is said to have originated around 1200. Over the
centuries many variations have been adopted for military
and political reasons, but the eagle has remained as the
central theme. The modern seal features the same colors as
the German flag. The eagle is also used on the German one
Euro and two Euro coins.

Flag of Germany

Germany states & their capitals
Region
Baden-Wurttemberg
Bavaria
Berlin
Brandenburg
Bremen
Hamburg
Hesse
Lower Saxony
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania
North Rhine-Westphalia
Rhineland-Palatinate
Saarland
Saxony
Saxony-Anhalt
Schleswig-Holstein
Thuringia

Capital
Stuttgart
Munich
Berlin
Potsdam
Bremen
Hamburg
Wiesbaden
Hannover
Schwerin
Dusseldorf
Mainz
Saarbrucken
Dresden
Magdeburg
Kiel
Erfurt

Nordrhein Westfallen

Coat Of Arms Of Bremen
City And State

Coat Of Arms for Hessen Coat Of Arms for Berlin

Coat of arms of Bavaria

Coat of arms of Saarland

Coat of arms of Sachsen

Niedersachsen

Rheinland Pfalz

Coat of arms of Baden-Württemberg

Coat of arms of Brandenburg

Coat of arms of
Sachsen-Anhalt

Coat Of Arms for Hamburg

Coat of arms of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

Coat of arms of
Schleswig-Holstein

German Rivers
The most important rivers of Germany are: flowing into the Baltic Sea: Oder. flowing into the Black
Sea: Danube (and its main tributaries Inn, Isar, and Lech) flowing into the North Sea: Rhine (and its
main tributaries Moselle, Main and Neckar), Weser and Elbe (and its main tributaries Havel and Saale)
The Rhine (Romansh: Rein, German: Rhein, French:
Rhin, Dutch: Rijn) is a European river that begins in the
Swiss canton of Graubünden in the southeastern Swiss
Alps, forms part of the Swiss-Austrian, SwissLiechtenstein border, Swiss-German and then the
Franco-German border, then flows through the
Rhineland and eventually empties into the North Sea
in the Netherlands. It is the second-longest river in
Central and Western Europe (after the Danube), at
about 1,230 km (760 mi), with an average discharge of
about 2,900 m3/s (100,000 cu ft/s).
The Rhine and the Danube formed most of the
northern inland frontier of the Roman Empire and,
since those days, the Rhine has been a vital and
navigable waterway carrying trade and goods deep
inland. The many castles and fortifications along the
Rhine testify to its importance as a waterway in the
Holy Roman Empire. In the modern era, it has become
a symbol of German nationalism.

View from Urbar (left side of the river Rhine) onto the Loreley-rock and
the Upper Middle Rhine Valley. Up-left the harbour of St. Goarshausen
and the city itself, below on the left side the campground of St. Goar.

The outflow from Lake Toma is traditionally seen as the source of the
Rhine

Map of the Rhine basin
Rhine at Fläsch, just before it becomes the border to Liechtenstein

German Rivers (cont'd)

Alpine Rhine delta at Lake Constance

Satellite image. In the center and on the right (i.e. to the East) the larger part of Lake Constance,
called the Obersee, is visible, and it includes, in the lower right, the Delta of the Alpine Rhine.
The northwesterly "finger" (on the top left) is Lake Überlingen, containing the island of Mainau.
Below Lake Überlingen (also in the West) is the smaller Untersee, containing Reichenau Island.
The Obersee and Untersee are connected by the four kilometers long Seerhein. On the left the
High Rhine can be seen.

Distances markers along the Rhine indicate distances from
this bridge in Constance

The Rhine Falls at Schaffhausen (Switzerland)

View of the Middle Rhine Valley and Burg Katz, in the background Lorelei

German Rivers (cont'd)
The Elbe (/ˈɛlbᵊ/; Czech: Labe (help·info) [ˈlabɛ]; German:
Elbe [ˈɛlbə]; Low German: Elv) is one of the major rivers
of Central Europe. It rises in the Krkonoše Mountains of
the northern Czech Republic before traversing much of
Bohemia (Czech Republic), then Germany and flowing
into the North Sea at Cuxhaven, 110 km (68 mi)
northwest of Hamburg. Its total length is 1,094
kilometres (680 mi).
The Elbe's major tributaries include the rivers Vltava,
Saale, Havel, Mulde, Schwarze Elster, and Ohře.
The Elbe river basin, comprising the Elbe and its
tributaries, has a catchment area of 148,268 square
kilometres (57,247 sq mi), the fourth largest in Europe.
The basin spans four countries, with its largest parts in
Germany (65.5%) and the Czech Republic (33.7%).
Much smaller parts lie in Austria (0.6%) and Poland
(0.2%). The basin is inhabited by 24.5 million people.

View of the Elbe in Saxon Switzerland, an area in Germany.

The Middle Elbe in the North German Plain near the village of Gorleben. In
this section, the river had been part of the Iron Curtain between West and
East Germany during the Cold War. For that reason, the river banks even
today look relatively natural and undeveloped.
The Port of Hamburg on the Elbe

The Elbe passing Dresden.

The mouth of the Elbe with the island of Trischen in the
North Sea

German Rivers (cont'd)
The Oder (German pronunciation: [ˈoːdɐ]; Czech and
Polish: Odra) is a river in Central Europe. It rises in the
Czech Republic and flows (generally north- and
northwest-ward) through western Poland, later
forming 187 kilometres (116 mi) of the border between
Poland and Germany, part of the Oder–Neisse line. The
river ultimately flows into the Szczecin Lagoon north of
Szczecin and then into three branches (the Dziwna,
Świna and Peene) that empty into the Gulf of
Pomerania of the Baltic Sea.

Old Town Hall | Bamberg, Germany

Frankfurt am Oder

German Chancellor Angela Merkel looks out onto the swollen Oder river on May 29, 2010 in Frankfurt (Oder)

Highest Mountains

The Zugspitze (2,962 meters...is a little less than 10,000
feet above sea level) and is the highest mountain in
Germany.

The Grossglockner is, at 3,798 meters above the Adriatic,
the highest mountain in Austria and the highest
mountain in the Alps east of the Brenner Pass. It is part of
the larger Glockner Group of the Hohe Tauern range,
situated along the main ridge of the Central Eastern Alps
and the Alpine divide.

The Dufourspitze is the highest peak of Monte Rosa,
an ice-covered mountain massif in the Alps.
Dufourspitze is the highest mountain peak of both
Switzerland and the Pennine Alps and is also the
second-highest mountain of the Alps and Western
Europe, after Mont Blanc. It is located between
Switzerland and Italy.

The Matterhorn is a mountain of the Alps, straddling
the main watershed and border between
Switzerland and Italy. It is a large, near-symmetric
pyramidal peak in the extended Monte Rosa area of
the Pennine Alps, whose summit is 4,478 metres
high, making it one of the highest summits in the
Alps and Europe.

Highest Mountains: The Matterhorn
The first ascent of the Matterhorn was a
mountaineering expedition made by Edward
Whymper, Lord Francis Douglas, Charles Hudson,
Douglas Hadow, Michel Croz, and two Zermatt
guides, Peter Taugwalder and his son of the same
name, on 14 July 1865. Douglas, Hudson, Hadow and
Croz were killed on the descent when Hadow
slipped and pulled the other three with him down
the north face. Whymper and the Taugwalder
guides, who survived, were later accused of having
cut the rope below to ensure that they were not
dragged down with the others, but the subsequent
inquiry found no evidence of this and they were
acquitted.
The ascent followed a long series of usually separate
attempts by Edward Whymper and Jean-Antoine
Carrel to reach the summit. Carrel's group had been
200 m below the summit on the Italian side when
Croz and Whymper summited. The climbers from
Valtournenche withdrew deflated, but three days
later Carrel and Jean-Baptiste Bich reached the
summit without incident. The Matterhorn was the
last great Alpine peak to be climbed and its first
ascent marked the end of the golden age of
alpinism.

The first ascent of the Matterhorn by Gustave Doré

Whymper and party stayed an hour on the summit. Then
they began their descent. Croz descended first, then
Hadow, Hudson and Douglas, Taugwalder senior,
Whymper with Taugwalder junior coming last. They
climbed down with great care, only one man moving at a
time. When they were barely an hour from the summit and
were all on the rope, Hadow slipped and fell on Croz, who
was in front of him. Croz, who was unprepared, was unable
to withstand the shock; they both fell and pulled down
Hudson and Douglas. On hearing Croz's shout, Whymper
and Taugwalder clasped the rocks; they stood firm but the
rope broke. Whymper saw them slide down the slope,
trying with convulsive hands to stop themselves, and then
falling from rock to rock and finally disappearing over the
edge of the precipice.
In the Matterhorn Museum – Zermatlantis the broken piece
of rope from the first ascent is kept in a glass cabinet.

The Matterhorn disaster by Gustave Doré

European Asparagus Museum
Schrobenhausen, Germany
Behold, a collection dedicated to Germany's favorite vegetable.

TO SEE THE ASPARAGUS MUSEUM as nothing
more then a wacky collection about an arbitrary
vegetable is to deeply misunderstand Germany’s
deep connections to the slender green vegetable.
For in Germany the asparagus is not simply the
“vegetable that makes your pee smell funny” as it is
known in the U.S., but is the “königliche Gemüse”
or “royal vegetable.”
In 150 B.C. the asparagus was first written about,
and written about with great reverence by Roman
writer Marcus Porcius Cato, and was later cited in a
Roman book of recipes in 300 A.D. But then the
asparagus disappeared. It would seem that after
300 A.D. the asparagus, or at least any reference to
its cultivation, was “lost” for much of the middle
ages, not showing up again in print until 1100 A.D.
this time in the guise of an herb. In 1565 asparagus

or ‘spargel’ appeared in a catalog of plants in the
German Prince’s pleasure garden, referred to as
“delightful fare for lovers of food.” Germany had
officially begun its love affair with the asparagus.
Available only to the nobility for many years, the
asparagus became appropriately known as the
“royal vegetable,” but by the mid 1800s it had
become available to the average German, who
adopted it with vigor.Today, the asparagus season
or “Spargelzeit” is a massive event in Germany,
focused
largely
around
the
towns
of
Schrobenhausen, Schwetzingen and Abensberg.
Almost every restaurant changes its menu to
include multiple asparagus dishes, there are
asparagus seminars, asparagus tours, asparagus
competitions, and in Schwetzingen an asparagus
king or queen is crowned based on the ‘size of
their asparagus stalk.’ They also have a statue of
the much admired “Spargelfrauen” the women of
the asparagus fields.
The asparagus museum extends this asparagus
celebration to an all year round event. Three
floors of 15th century tower are dedicated to
asparagus, and include exhibits on “agriculture,
horticulture, conservation, gastronomy, history,
medical and pharmaceutical science, table
decoration, ceramics, silver, advertising, literature,
art and curiosities” all focused around the
asparagus. The museum even has an Andy Warhol
painting of asparagus.
While the museum can indeed be visited year
around, one really must visit during Spargelzeit,
when the locals eat asparagus at least once a day,
and three times if they can afford it.

'Witnesses of history': the man who kept slabs of the Berlin Wall
Hans Martin Fleischer bought the sections on impulse in 1990. His luck trying to sell them ran out, so he held on.

by Kate Connolly of The Guardian
The Berlin Wall was lifted – it did not fall,” insists
Hans Martin Fleischer. The bureaucrat produces
photographs and film footage shot on hand-held
camera on 12 November 1989 – three days after the
East German border was first breached. They show
the first segments of the concrete barrier that had
encircled West Berlin for 28 years being removed at
night, amid a sea of camera flashes and applause.
Sparks fly as a worker in a hard hat uses an angle
grinder to slice a huge slab emblazoned with a red
swastika from one bearing an interlocking hammer
and sickle – graffiti painted on the western side in
protest at the 1939 non-aggression pact between
the Stalinist and Nazi regimes, which paved the
way for the second world war and the consequent
division of Europe that led to the construction of
the Berlin Wall.
Like a wobbly tooth, the slab finally gives way after
being pushed back and forth by ripper teeth,
before it is hoisted by crane like a trophy above the
incredulous, cheering crowds on Potsdamer Platz.
“The communist authorities of East Germany (who
remained
in
power
until
March
1990)
choreographed that, I’m sure,” says Fleischer, a
hobby historian who has forensically studied the
events of November 1989.
Making the first inner city hole in the Berlin Wall
was the surest sign yet that the authorities,
contrary to widespread fears at the time, were
serious about pulling it down. It was clear that
footage of the action would go around the globe.
That, coupled with the East German regime’s
repeated attempts over the years to characterise
the barrier as an “anti-fascist protection rampart” –
“in their minds what better symbol could they have
chosen to dismantle first than the swastika?”
Fleischer says.
Thirty years on, he pulls open the creaking door of a
warehouse in a wooded location halfway between
Berlin and the Baltic coast that he would like to
remain secret. Using a boat hook, he removes a
large blue tarpaulin to reveal the swastika slab of
wall, 3.6 metres high and weighing 2.7 tonnes,
along with three other pieces that once stood
alongside it on Potsdamer Platz. Pitted with holes
from the pickaxe heads of border guards who
chipped away at them before they were moved into
storage, they are gathering cobwebs, rather than, as
might have been expected, in a museum.
Fleischer,
then
a
student
of
business
administration, was driven both by historical
fascination and an entrepreneurial spirit to buy up
the wall segments on an impulse in 1990.

“I went to Japan shortly after the wall came down,
and took small segments with me which got
snapped up by everyone I met,” he says. “I was
encouraged there by business people to find some
intact pieces that I should buy and ship to Japan
and I liked the business potential.”
I was clear from the start that these sturdy
witnesses of history had to stay intact.
He approached Limex, the company set up by the
East German state secret police, the Stasi, to sell
off the 155km stretch of concrete along with the
watchtowers and other ramifications, who at first
seemed surprised at the interest but soon realised
the opportunity to make money.
“They gave me a plastic folder containing page
after page of photographs of the sections. They
were randomly numbered, but I managed to find
the four pieces that had been adjacent to each
other. They wanted 385,000 deutschmarks for
them,” Fleischer recalls. The parties eventually
agreed on a five-figure number, though he does
not want to reveal exactly how much. “I borrowed
some money from among others, my dad, a
history teacher, who appreciated their symbolic
value above all”.

Hans Martin Fleischer was driven by both historical fascination and an
entrepreneurial spirit. Photograph: Christian Jungeblodt

'Witnesses of history': the man who kept slabs of the Berlin Wall (cont'd)
The deal with the Japanese fell through. A sale to a
Monacan auction house subsequently collapsed, he
believes because it coincided with a neo-Nazi
attack on a Jewish cemetery. Countless museums
and Wall-lovers also turned him down. “The
swastika made it impossible to sell,” he says. “I think
if Mickey Mouse had been on them, it would have
been a different story: less complicated, less
divisive.”
Interest in the wall soon began to wane, with the
war in Yugoslavia casting a shadow over the
euphoric mood that had gripped Europe following
the toppling of communist governments from
Poland to Romania. He put the segments in
storage.
“I thought it would be wise to wait until the 10th
anniversary and allow a certain historification
process to take place before trying my luck again,”
Fleischer says. He resisted the urge, as at least one
highly successful businessman has done, to break
his artefacts into hundreds of thousands of
fragments, which continue to be sold in Berlin
souvenir shops and on the internet, sometimes
accompanied with a certificate of authentication,
for up to 50 euros apiece. “I was clear from the start
these sturdy witnesses of history, marking the first
cut in the Berlin Wall, had to stay intact and
together,” he says.
Having long since shelved his ambitions to sell his
remnants, Fleischer’s historical interest has only
grown. He made a life-sized, surprisingly realistic
copy of the now-lost hammer and sickle section out
of styrofoam and has transported it on the roof rack
of his car to over 20 countries. His accompanying
photographic project has captured it next to the
Eiffel Tower, drawing smiles in war-torn parts of
Ukraine and on a plinth alongside Copenhagen’s
Little Mermaid. His message, the self-proclaimed
“maueraktivist”, or wall activist, says, in reference to
the peaceful people’s revolution of 1989, is: “Human
actions can change everything.”

“He has plans to float it in the Mediterranean in
protest at refugee drownings and to take it to
Northern Ireland, amid Brexit ambitions to
reinstate the border there.
He has also still not given up on his attempts to
re-erect the authentic wall segments somewhere,
ideally on or as close as possible to their original
location. He produces the precise coordinates as
to where it once stood. Hogging the site now is a
nondescript
gleaming
glass
and
concrete
commercial block, typical of the new-builds to
have sprung up along the former Wall route in the
past three decades. The owner, a Spanish property
developer with headquarters registered in
Luxembourg, has not responded to his request for
a meeting to discuss, as he put it to them, the
possibility of “putting the segments, important
symbols of European division, on public display”,
or at the very least referring to their former
presence there.

Hans Martin Fleischer with a pickaxe at the Berlin Wall in 1989.

Fleischer recalls abandoning the party he was at
when TV news reports started coming through
that the first openings had appeared in East
Germany’s borders. The then-24-year-old perched
himself high on the column of the Böse Bridge in
northern Berlin, and watched for hours the stream
of Trabant cars roll over the bridge into the west.
“I thought how lucky I had been as a West German
to have been on the ‘right’ side of the border,
whilst all those people across the communist east
had suffered, in effect been punished for the
crimes of Nazi Germany, through decades of
division and entrapment. Now at last they were
free.”
Fleischer’s styrofoam Berlin Wall on tour in Paris.
Photograph: Martin Fleischer

Pieces of the Berlin Wall in Texas

College Station, Texas
A section of the Wall is on display inside the
George Bush Presidential Library located in College
Station, Texas, as well as outside the museum as
part of a 1997 sculpture entitled "The Day the Wall
Came Down," by Veryl Goodnight, which depicts
five horses running through rubble of the wall. A
similar 1998 sculpture, also containing pieces of
the Berlin Wall, is located at the Allied Museum in
Berlin. This was given as a gift from the United
States to Germany.

Houston, Texas
This section of the Berlin Wall was extracted
from the Frohnau district of West Berlin, on the
border with the East German district of
Oranienburg, in April 1990. It was originally
positioned next to the Continuing Studies
building in 1991. In November 2000, the section
was relocated to the southeast corner of Baker
Hall to acknowledge former secretary of state
James A. Baker III’s leadership of America’s
foreign policy during the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the subsequent reunification of Germany.

Dallas, Texas
Two segments of the wall are on display in the
sculpture garden of the Hilton Anatole hotel in
Dallas, Texas. The two sections are each 12 feet (3.7
m) tall.

San Antonio, Texas
Displayed at Ripley's Believe It or Not

German “Mauerspechte” responsible for Berlin Wall souvenirs

If you’ve ever traveled to Germany, there’s a good
chance you’ve seen tiny pieces of the Berlin Wall for sale
at a souvenir shop. But the wall is gone – so where did
these colorful pieces come from?
After the East German border was opened up nearly 30
years ago, countless people made their way to the wall,
equipped with pickaxes and sledgehammers. They
tirelessly chipped away at the wall. Their motivations
varied, but in general such a person was called a
Mauerspecht.
In German, Mauer means wall and Specht means
woodpecker. A Mauerspecht, therefore, refers to a
person who chips away at a wall (specifically, the Berlin
Wall, since the word arose in this context and had never
been used before). The closest English equivalent would
be the word “stonepecker.”

After the border was opened, many Germans flocked to
the wall, eager to help break apart the object that
blocked their freedom for so long. To many, chipping at
the wall was an emotional act in which they gained
power over a restrictive barrier that was now a symbol
of their triumph. Previously, this concrete structure was
representative of the political system that confined and
controlled the people in the GDR through fear, which
made it even more satisfying for the wall’s former
victims to break it apart themselves.
Naturally, some Mauerspechte gathered wall pieces to
sell as souvenirs. Others were merchants who gathered
and sold much larger pieces or quantities of the wall.
And some – like contemporary artist Horst Walter – used
wall pieces to create memorials of a world that no
longer existed.

Many other contemporary artists were also inspired by
the wall, including Berlin-based artist Yadegar Asisi,
who lived in Berlin’s Kreuzberg district in the 1980s.
Asisi created many of the largest 360-degree
panoramas in the world, among them an enormous
panorama of a Berlin divided by the wall. During a visit
to Germany in 2013, First Lady Michelle Obama took her
daughters to visit Asisi’s panorama in Berlin.
Another notable destination in Berlin is the Wende
Museum, which features wall pieces and memorabilia
gathered by a notable Mauerspecht named Alwin
Nachtweh.

But the first – and possible most famous – Mauerspecht
was John Runnings, who in English was referred to as
both “The Wall Walker” and “The Father of the
Stonepeckers.” Runnings was an American peace
activist who spent years campaigning against a divided
Germany. He was the first person to chip off a part of
the Berlin wall, and the first piece he removed is
currently displayed at the Checkpoint Charlie museum
in Berlin.
Many people soon followed his lead, but not everything
always went smoothly: on August 31, 1990, 14-year-old
Christoph-Manuel Bramböck lost his life while chipping
away at the wall after a piece of loose concrete fell on
him. A memorial site was erected in his honor by the
Stiftung Berliner Mauer in 2009.
Today, remnants of the work done by Mauerspechte
can be found throughout the world in museums and art
galleries, many of which are in the United States. From
the Wende Museum in California to the Newseum in
Washington, D.C., broken segments of the wall are
scattered throughout as a reminder of the triumph of a
reunified Germany.
By Nicole Glass, German Embassy

Phylloxera: the parasite that changed wine forever
How the discovery of a tiny parasite, less than one millimeter long, changed the worldwide
wine industry forever
In June 1863 Prof JO Westwood, a leading
entomologist and biologist at Oxford University, took
delivery of a vine leaf taken from a greenhouse in
Hammersmith. It was covered with a small insect
and its eggs. Westwood identified it as an aphid,
Phylloxera Vastatrix. He was not aware of its
importance, but he was the first in Europe to
discover the existence of this tiny parasite that was
to change the world of wine forever. At around the
same time an unknown disease destroyed several
vineyards in the Rhône valley.
Large numbers of plants, including vines, were
transported from America to Europe throughout the
19th century. A large greenhouse planted with exotic
plants from around the world was an essential part
of the wealthy fashionable household. Little thought
was given to what diseases these might carry with
them. This was to have calamitous consequences for
European vine growers. First Oidium, a fungal
disease, arrived in Europe in 1847, attacking vines
and severely affecting the entire economies of wineproducing regions, followed later by downy mildew
in 1878 and then black rot in 1888. But Phylloxera
proved the most deadly of all.
The aphid is less than one millimetre long, barely
perceptible to the human eye. It attacks the roots of
a vine (the only plant affected) feeding on the sap of
the roots. It spreads from one vine to another
through cracks in the soil, but can also be carried for
long distances by wind, farm machinery or on
human feet. Affected plants become stunted and
eventually die.
The disease quickly spread outwards to include first
the Languedoc, then other parts of France. By the
end of the century, most of Europe and north Africa
had been affected. It is estimated that almost half of
all vineyards in France were affected. Many wine
regions went into decline, never to recover. Others
lost valuable plant material, and changed to more
productive lower quality grape varieties. It is hard to
imagine how devastating it was for farming
communities who were entirely reliant on sales of
wine for survival.
At first, many refused to accept that this small
parasite could be culpable, believing it to be a
symptom rather than a cause. It took a French
government inquiry in 1869 to determine that it was
indeed responsible. The hunt for a cure took longer
than it should, partly due to professional jealousies
between French and American researchers.
Possible cures included flooding vineyards with
water (effective, and still practised in Argentina, but
rarely practical) spraying with carbon disulphite

A grape leaf with galls formed during a phylloxera infection.

(highly flammable and dangerous). Finally, in the
1880s, researchers discovered the only way to
prevent infection was to graft resistant American
rootstocks onto European scions. Today virtually
every vine you see in a vineyard has been treated this
way prior to planting.
A few areas managed to stay free of Phylloxera; the
aphid cannot survive in very sandy soils, so the great
plains of Hungary, Colares in Portugal were immune
from attack. Chile, surrounded by the Andes and
Pacific Ocean has remained free of Phylloxera and
many other plant diseases.
In order to plant a vine, a grower need only stick
cuttings directly into the ground. South Australia, by
observing strict controls and quarantine has so far
remained free. For a time, it seemed as if the dangers
posed by Phylloxera had passed. However, several
supposedly isolated regions such as Oregon and New
Zealand, have discovered to their cost that nowhere
is immune. The most expensive recent outbreak
occurred in California in the 1980s.
Growers, advised by Davis University, planted many
vineyards in California with the AxR1 rootstock,
despite warnings from European viticulturists that it
did not have sufficient resistance to Phylloxera. The
error was to cost dearly; 50,000 acres of vines were
destroyed. It is estimated to have cost the industry
up to $6 billion to uproot valuable mature vines and
replant with vines grafted on to sturdier rootstocks.
Today four wines with a connection to Phylloxera; a
wine from disease-free Chile; the Barossa Valley in
South Australia has been planted with vines for 150
years and remains free of Phylloxera. Geoff Schrapel
of Bethany has old vineyards almost completely
planted with ungrafted vines, including most of
those used for his delicious Semillon. In Spain, the
first disease-free vines to appear were grafted on to
to the productive but very neutral Palomino variety.
It took 80 years for Ribeiro in Galicia to rediscover its
native grapes. And lastly, a Côtes du Rhône, from the
first region to suffer from this deadly disease.

German Olympic Team Uniform Raises Eyebrows, and more Olympics 2020 News
Germany's Olympic uniform for the Tokyo Games
has not gone down well with some athletes and
social media users from the country and abroad.
"Who is responsible for this outfit. Come on now,"
Olympic basketball player Maodo Lo said on
Instagran about the mint green outfit with a rather
extravagant vest and neon-coloured shoes.
Team-mate Niells Giffey agreed, asking makers
Adidas and Team Germany "who thinks this up?"
Internet users were not impressed either during the
opening ceremony.
One tweeted that "no one can take away the gold
medal for ugliest uniform from us", and another
added: "you can rely on the tastelessness of German
uniforms at Olympic Games."
The controversial attire also made it into the BBC
live text of the Tokyo ceremony.
"Following the live text on the motorway. Trying to
describe to my wife, who is driving, how bad those
German outfits are. Words fail me. My eyes!" the
British network quoted one user as saying.
Adidas defended themselves, saying that the outfits
were created together with the DOSB athletes
commission and got a lot of positive feedback
when officially presented two months ago.

Austrian Olympic uniforms

Swiss Olympic uniforms

German equestrian dressage rider Dorothee Schneider won the Gold
Medal at the Tokyo Olympics just weeks after a traumatic accident in
which the horse she was riding died and she broke a collar bone.

Liechtenstein Olympic uniforms

Ronald Rauhe of Germany and Tom Liebscher of
Germany celebrate after winning gold in Tokyo.

OLYMPICS 2021
First ‘Swiss podium’ at Olympics since 1936
Jolanda Neff has led a historic Swiss clean sweep of
medals in the Olympic women’s mountain bike
event with a masterful solo ride on a slippery circuit
in Japan.
Neff, a former world champion, grabbed a Swiss
flag as she crossed the line to land Switzerland its
first gold medal of the Games on Tuesday. “It feels
like a dream and I hope I don’t wake up anytime
soon,” said Neff, who suffered a ruptured spleen in
2019 and broke her hand six weeks ago.
Sina Frei crossed in second place and Linda
Indergand completed the Swiss dominance as she
took bronze.
The last time one nation took gold, silver and
bronze in an Olympic cycling event was in 1904,
when the Americans swept a now-defunct track
event.

Jolanda Neff hugs teammates Sina Frei (8) who won silver and Linda
Indergand (19) who won bronze at the finish line of the women's crosscountry mountain bike competition at the 2020 Summer Olympics.

From left: Sina Frei, Jolanda Neff and Linda Indergand
celebrate during the medal ceremony.

The closest comparison to the mountain bikers’
success in the post-War era is the quadruple
triumph of the Swiss downhill skiers at the 1987
World Ski Championships in Crans-Montana. Peter
Müller led the way ahead of Pirmin Zurbriggen,
Karl Alpiger and Franz Heinzer. At the Olympic
Games, however, even Swiss skiers have failed to
fill a podium.
Even getting more than one medal in the same
competition is rare for Switzerland. The last time
two Swiss women stood on the podium at the
Summer Games was in 2000: Brigitte McMahon
(gold – she later tested positive for EPO and
retired) and Magali Messmer (bronze) in the
women’s triathlon. For the men it was 1952, again
in gymnastics.
It is also just the ninth time in Olympic history
that a nation has cleaned up in a women’s event.
The previous one, two and three was achieved by
the US in 2016 in the 100m hurdles.

It is the first time three Swiss women have ever
stood on an Olympic podium together. The last
time three Swiss men achieved the feat was in
Berlin, 85 years ago. Artistic gymnast Georges Miez
(the most successful Swiss Olympian ever with four
gold medals, three silver and one bronze) was
flanked by Josef Walter (silver) and Eugen Mack
(bronze).
Twelve years earlier, in 1924, it was also gymnasts –
Josef Wilhelm, Jean Gutweniger and Antoine
Rebetez – who gave Switzerland a triple victory on
the pommel horse.

Jolanda Neff rode a winning victory in the women’s cross country
mountain bike race at the Tokyo Olympics.

‘It’s About Creating Equity.’ The Significance of German Gymnasts' Full-Length Unitards
at the Tokyo Olympics

Germany's Sarah Voss competes in the Women's beam qualifications
during European Artistic Gymnastics Championships at the St
Jakobshalle, in Basel, on April 21, 2021.

The German women’s Olympic gymnastic team’s
decision to wear full-length bodysuits instead of
leotards during a Tokyo training session on
Thursday—a move team members have said is
meant to combat sexualization in the sport—is
raising questions about the sexism long associated
with women’s sports and what they wear.
A July 22 Instagram post from German gymnast
Sarah Voss showed the athlete and her teammates
posing in the pink and black bodysuits—with their
legs covered and arms exposed—during their
podium training session. “We wanted to show that
every woman, everybody, should decide what to
wear,” said team member Elisabeth Seitz, who also
competed in the London and Rio Olympics.
According to the BBC, the German Gymnastics
Federation said in April, when the team debuted
full-length bodysuits, that they were taking a stand
against “sexualization in gymnastics.” The sport has
been rocked by sexual abuse, most notably that
from former Team USA doctor Larry Nassar, who
was sentenced up to 175 years in prison for abusing
gymnasts for decades.
While wearing full-length bodysuits is not against
official rules, it is not common practice. The
German team will decide whether to wear the fulllength unitard in competition on Sunday.
Voss told the BBC in an April interview—after
wearing the full-body suit at the European
Championships—that she wants to be a “role model
for young gymnasts who don’t feel very safe in
every situation.” Deciding whether to wear a normal
leotard should be an individual choice, she said.
It’s that individual choice that’s so crucial for
making athletes feel comfortable in sports,
according to Akilah Carter-Francique, the executive
director for the Institute for the Study of Sport,

Society and Social Change at San José State
University. “It’s not just about the uniform. It’s
about creating equity, inclusion and space for
these young women—who are growing into
womanhood—to find and continue to use sport as
a place of empowerment.” says Carter-Francique.
“What’s important is that these athletes are
allowed to bring their full selves into the space
and not have to be concerned about how they
look, or whether they are being objectified in
these spaces of participation and competition.”
Olympic sports have long been political; Black
runners Tommie Smith and John Carlos made
history in 1968 when they raised their fists during
the National Anthem. But that very intersection
coupled with the racial and gender makeup of
governing bodies and organizing committees
raises questions about discrimination related to
gender, race and religion. In the weeks before
Tokyo, a number of controversies highlighted how
women,
BIPOC
athletes,
competitors
with
disabilities and other marginalized groups are
affected by governing bodies and officials
decisions. Earlier this month, Norway’s women’s
beach handball team were slapped with a fine
over their decision to wear brief shorts instead of
bikinis. The International Swimming Federation’s
decision not to allow swimming caps made to
accommodate Black hair in this year’s Olympics
sparked an uproar; officials are now reconsidering
their decision.
When Carter-Francique thinks about the German
gymnast team’s decision, she smiles. As a former
collegiate athlete at the University of Houston
who participated in track and field, she knows the
feeling of discomfort in uniforms that don’t feel
practical. “I was a hurdler and long jumper. So
those are very dynamic events, much like
gymnastics, in the sense that your body is going in
a lot of different directions,” she says. “You want
something that you look good in but also
something that covers you up in areas that you
may have body issues, or just your physicality
itself, the uniform does not accommodate for.”
The move by German athletes also sends a
message particularly to athletes who “may not feel
comfortable in their body image or feel that
gymnastics was a sport that they could not
participate in because of the uniform. It’s going to
be able to open up doors to provide access,” she
says. “So we need to acknowledge their voices, we
need to listen to our athletes.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE INSPIRATION!
from Sugar Geek Show (sugargeekshow.com/news/gingerbread-house-ideas/)

Start early and get a good team.
Start your candy collecting early
(when Halloween candy goes
on sale).
Take lots of pictures of your
group! while you're constructing
your house. The judges love it!
New rule! You can now use
supports of cardboard or foam
core , but it must be covered.
Use Pinterest for more great
ideas!

Battle of the Teutoburg Forest
Hermann the German (Arminius) leads his tribe to attack the Roman Legions and totally annihilates three legions.

The anti-Roman alliance was led by Arminius, who had
acquired Roman citizenship and received a Roman
military education, thus enabling him to personally
deceive the Roman commander and foresee the Roman
army's tactical responses.

The Battle of the Teutoburg Forest took place in Teutoburg
Forest in 9 CE, when an alliance of Germanic tribes led by
Arminius of the Cherusci ambushed and decisively
destroyed three Roman legions and their auxiliaries, led by
Publius Quinctilius Varus. Despite several successful
campaigns and raids by the Roman army in the years after
the battle, they never again attempted to conquer
Germanian territory east of the Rhine River.
Despite several successful campaigns and raids by the
Roman army in the years after the battle, they never again
attempted to conquer Germanic territory east of the Rhine
River. The Germanic victory against the Roman legions in
the Teutoburg forest had far-reaching effects on the
subsequent history of both the ancient Germanic peoples
and on the Roman Empire. Modern historians have
regarded Arminius' victory as "Rome's greatest defeat" and
one of the most decisive battles in history.
Nearly half of all Roman legions in existence were sent to
the Balkans to end the revolt, which was itself triggered by
constant neglect, endemic food shortages, high taxes, and
harsh behavior on the part of the Roman tax collectors. This
campaign, led by Tiberius and Quaestor Legatus
Germanicus under Emperor Augustus, was one of the most
difficult, and most crucial, in the history of the Roman
Empire. Due to this massive redeployment of available
legions, when Varus was named Legatus Augusti pro
praetore in Germania, only 3 legions were available to him.
Varus' name and deeds were well known beyond the
empire because of his ruthlessness and crucifixion of
insurgents. While he was feared by the people, he was
highly respected by the Roman senate. On the Rhine, he
was in command of the XVII, XVIII, and XIX legions. These
had previously been led by General Gaius Sentius
Saturninus, who had been sent back to Rome after being
awarded an ornamenta triumphalia. The other two legions
in the winter-quarters of the army at castrum Moguntiacum
were led by Varus' nephew, Lucius Nonius Asprenas and
perhaps Lucius Arruntius.

Following the attacks of Drusus I in 11–9 BCE, Varus'
opponent, Arminius, along with his brother Flavus, had
been sent to Rome as tribute by their father, Segimerus
the Conqueror, chieftain of the noblest house in the
tribe of the Cherusci. Arminius then spent his youth in
Rome as a hostage, where he had received a military
education, and even been given the rank of Equestrian.
During Arminius' absence, Segimerus was declared a
coward by the other Germanic chieftains, because he
had submitted to Roman rule, a crime punishable by
death under Germanic law. Between 11 BCE and 4 CE,
the hostility and suspicion between the Germanic
tribes deepened. Trade and political accords between
the warlords deteriorated. Tacitus wrote that the Chatti
were hostile, and subjugated the Cherusci, but were
themselves "pacified" between 4 and 6 CE. Velleius
Paterculus also reported that in the years 1–4 CE, there
was unrest in Germania.
After his return from Rome, Arminius became a trusted
advisor to Varus, but in secret he forged an alliance of
Germanic tribes that had traditionally been enemies.
These included the Cherusci, Marsi, Chatti, Bructeri,
Chauci, Sicambri, and remaining elements of the
Suebi, who had been defeated by Caesar in the Battle
of Vosges. These five were some of the fifty Germanic
tribes at the time. Using the collective outrage over
Varus' tyrannous insolence and wanton cruelty to the
conquered, Arminius was able to unite the
disorganized tribes who had submitted in sullen
hatred to the Roman dominion, and maintain said
alliance until the most opportune moment to strike.

The Teutoburg Forest on a foggy and rainy day

Battle of the Teutoburg Forest (cont'd)
While Varus was on his way from his summer camp west of
the Weser river to winter headquarters near the Rhine, he
heard reports of a local rebellion, reports which had been
fabricated by Arminius. Edward Shepherd Creasy writes
that "This was represented to Varus as an occasion which
required his prompt attendance at the spot; but he was
kept in studied ignorance of its being part of a concerted
national rising; and he still looked on Arminius as his
submissive vassal ...".
Varus decided to quell this uprising immediately,
expediting his response by taking a detour through territory
that was unfamiliar to the Romans. Arminius, who
accompanied him, directed him along a route that would
facilitate an ambush. Another Cheruscan nobleman,
Segestes, brother of Segimerus and unwilling father in law
to Arminius, warned Varus the night before the Roman
forces departed, allegedly suggesting that Varus should
apprehend Arminius, along with other Germanic leaders
whom he identified as participants in the planned uprising.
His warning, however, was dismissed as stemming from the
personal feud between Segestes and Arminius. Arminius
then left under the pretext of drumming up Germanic
forces to support the Roman campaign. Once free from
prying eyes, he immediately led his troops in a series of
attacks on the surrounding Roman garrisons.
Recent archaeological finds place the battle at Kalkriese
Hill in Osnabrück county, Lower Saxony. On the basis of
Roman accounts, the Romans were marching northwest
from what is now the city of Detmold, passing east of
Osnabrück after camping in the area, prior to the attack.

Varus' forces included his three legions (Legio XVII,
Legio XVIII, and Legio XIX), six cohorts of auxiliary
troops (non-citizens or allied troops) and three
squadrons of cavalry (alae). Most of these lacked
combat experience, both with regard to Germanic
fighters, and under the prevalent local conditions. The
Roman forces were not marching in combat formation,
and were interspersed with large numbers of camp
followers. As they entered the forest northeast of
Osnabrück, they found the track narrow and muddy.
According to Dio Cassius a violent storm had also
arisen. He also writes that Varus neglected to send out
reconnaissance parties ahead of the main body of
troops.
The line of march was now stretched out perilously
long – between 15 and 20 kilometers. It was in this state
when it came under attack by Germanic warriors
armed with light swords, large lances and narrowbladed short spears called fremae. The attackers
surrounded the entire Roman army, and rained down
javelins on the intruders. Arminius, recalling his
education in Rome, understood his enemies' tactics,
and was able to direct his troops to counter them
effectively by using locally superior numbers against
the dispersed Roman legions. The Romans managed to
set up a fortified night camp, and the next morning
broke out into the open country north of the Wiehen
Hills, near the modern town of Ostercappeln. The
break-out was accompanied by heavy losses to the
Roman survivors, as was a further attempt to escape by
marching through another forested area, as the
torrential rains continued. The rain prevented them
from using their bows because the sinew strings
become slack when wet, and rendered them virtually
defenseless and their shields also became waterlogged
and heavy.

Autumn in Teutoburg Forest.

Reconstruction of the improvised fortifications prepared by the
Germanic tribes for the final phase of the Varus battle near Kalkriese.

Battle of the Teutoburg Forest (cont'd)
The Romans undertook a night march to escape, but
marched into another trap that Arminius had set, at the
foot of Kalkriese Hill. There, a sandy, open strip on which the
Romans could march was constricted by the hill, so that
there was a gap of only about 100 meters between the
woods and the swampland at the edge of the Great Bog.
The road was further blocked by a trench, and, towards the
forest, an earthen wall had been built along the roadside,
permitting the Germanic tribesmen to attack the Romans
from cover. The Romans made a desperate attempt to
storm the wall, but failed, and the highest-ranking officer
next to Varus, Legatus Numonius Vala, abandoned the
troops by riding off with the cavalry. His retreat was in vain,
however, as he was overtaken by the Germanic cavalry and
killed shortly thereafter, according to Velleius Paterculus.
The Germanic warriors then stormed the field and
slaughtered the disintegrating Roman forces. Varus
committed suicide, and Velleius reports that one
commander, Praefectus Ceionius, shamefully surrendered,
then later took his own life, while his colleague Praefectus
Eggius heroically died leading his doomed troops.
Roman casualties have been estimated at 15,000–20,000
dead, and many of the officers were said to have taken their
own lives by falling on their swords in the approved
manner. Tacitus wrote that many officers were sacrificed by
the Germanic forces as part of their indigenous religious
ceremonies, cooked in pots and their bones used for rituals.
Others were ransomed, and some common soldiers appear
to have been enslaved.

Germanic warriors storm the field, Varusschlacht, 1909.

All Roman accounts stress the completeness of the
Roman defeat. The finds at Kalkriese of 6,000 pieces
(largely scraps) of Roman equipment, but only one
single item – part of a spur – that is clearly Germanic,
indicate minimal Germanic losses. However, the victors
would most likely have removed the bodies of their
fallen, and their practice of burying their warriors'
battle gear with them would have also contributed to
the lack of Germanic relics. Additionally, several
thousand Germanic soldiers were deserting militiamen
who wore Roman armour, and would thus appear to
be "Roman" in the archaeological digs. It is also known
that the Germanic tribes wore less metal, and more
perishable organic material, such as leather.
The victory was followed by a clean sweep of all
Roman forts, garrisons and cities – of which there were
at least two – east of the Rhine; the remaining two
Roman legions in Germania, commanded by Varus'
nephew Lucius Nonius Asprenas, were content to try to
hold that river. One fort, Aliso, most likely located in
today's Haltern am See, fended off the Germanic tribes
for many weeks, perhaps even a few months. After the
situation became untenable, the garrison under Lucius
Caedicius, accompanied by survivors of Teutoburg
Forest, broke through the siege, and reached the
Rhine.
Upon hearing of the defeat, the Emperor Augustus,
according to the Roman historian Suetonius in De vita
Caesarum ("On the Life of the Caesars"), was so shaken
that he stood butting his head against the walls of his
palace, repeatedly shouting:
"Quintili Vare, legiones redde!“ ('Quintilius Varus, give
me back my legions!')
The legion numbers XVII and XIX were not used again
by the Romans (XVIII was rebuilt under Nero, but
disbanded under Vespasian), unlike other legions that
were restructured – unique in Roman history, except
for the XXII Deiotariana legion, which may have been
disbanded after heavy losses against the Jewish rebels
in the Bar Kokba revolt (132–136 CE) in Judea.
The battle abruptly ended the period of triumphant
Roman expansion that followed the end of the Civil
Wars forty years earlier. Augustus' stepson Tiberius took
effective control, and prepared for the continuation of
the war. Legio II Augusta, XX Valeria Victrix, and XIII
Gemina were sent to the Rhine to replace the lost
legions.
Arminius sent Varus' severed head to Maroboduus,
king of the Marcomanni, the other most powerful
Germanic ruler, with the offer of an anti-Roman
alliance. Maroboduus declined, sending the head to
Rome for burial, and remained neutral throughout the
ensuing war. Only thereafter did a brief, inconclusive
war break out between the two Germanic leaders.

German Americans Celebrating Birthdays!

Have something you'd like to share with other Texas State
German Contest teachers and students? Do you have a
great German recipe or craft to share? Send us an email at
tsgc40th@gmail.com and we'll be happy to include it!
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