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Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the
Texas State German Contest
A CELEBRATION: Looking back and remembering
In this first issue of the Texas State German Contest
Newsletter, it is appropriate to look back to where
we started 40 years ago and remember our
purpose, our goals, and the struggles to create the
system we have today. It is also important to assess
how the contest can be made better and continue
to be relevant. We are the envy of many German
teachers in other states, but we cannot rest on our
laurels. We must also bring new teachers in and
help them not to be overwhelmed. Retired teachers
still have much to share and can be mentors as well
as judges. There is a repository of knowledge that
should not be lost as people leave the profession,
but it should be written down or passed down in
some fashion.
Mary ElBeheri and Gail Cope saw the need for
something better than what was available at the
time that would be exciting, interesting, and spark
creativity - going beyond the textbook to make
German the language to take for students who
wanted
something
more
special.
They
brainstormed for several years and worked to get
events at the state level like the Winterfest contest
in the North Texas area that Glenda Keilstrup had
developed at UTA. Yet the resistance from the old
system was strong and unwilling to make major
changes to what they saw as successful and similar
to what the other languages were doing.
You cannot imagine the stir it caused when Mary
and Gail handed out information flyers about the
new contest they were starting the following year.
But many others decided to take the leap of faith
with them, and within just a few years there were 3
regional contests as well as the state level with
coordinating rules and cooperation that led to the
40 years of growth we have seen and hope to
continue for future generations.

Of course, new events have been added as old
ones have been deleted. Our rules are that at least
2 of the regions must have an event for it to
become a state qualifier. That is why some
regional contests have events that others do not.
For instance, the Pretzel Eating Relay and Root
Beer Guzzle are still held at Winterfest, but not
the other 2 regions. We have added pop music
groups as an event in all 3 regions. Some years a
region will volunteer to test an event to see how it
would work out.
The 2 biggest tests for the Texas State German
Contest came with the GREAT ICEARAMA 2015
and the COVID 19 PANDEMIC. Both events forced
our director, Jennifer Christianson, to incredible
efforts to make it possible to have the
competition. The state board worked on Zoom to
come up with a way to hold a virtual contest,
since they were unwilling to give up on having
something this year. The virtual State competition
of 2021 was remarkably interesting and successful
due to the efforts of many people who stepped up
and gave so freely of their time and talents. It may
even give us ideas for flexible judging and
competing for the future.
So it is with gratitude that I look back on the last
40 years. The memories are sometimes
overwhelming, but many of them make me smile,
lots of them make me laugh, and through it all I
remember that it was all worth it. What a
wonderful group of dedicated teachers and
volunteers to have known and worked with for
such a great goal.
-Gail-

1ST CONTEST! Let us know who you'd like to invite to the Texas State German Festival
40th Anniversary in 2022 from any time in history, and why you'd invite them. Send
your answer to tsgc40th@gmail.com by May 30 and you might win a prize!

Work Smarter, Not Harder
Try to make Contest Easier on You
One of the purposes of the Texas State German
Contest Newsletter is to make contest a little less
overwhelming. I always felt as if a giant tsunami
was coming right at me and I was drowning in it,
struggling to survive with what was needed to be
done not only for normal school stuff, home life,
and contest events, not to mention finding a little
me time. No wonder everyone was exhausted at the
end of the year. I became obsessed with finding
ways to be less stressed and tired, so I could enjoy
the process and the students. I have some tips to
share, and I am sure others have their own. I hope
we can use the newsletter as a way to
communicate these helpful hints and ideas for the
new teachers as well as the teachers on the verge of
burn out.
Tip One: Plan Ahead
Summer Homework/Projects
I know this seems weird, but I would give out
sheets of project ideas and get groups started on
things that would be good to have for the coming
year’s contests. Kids get bored in the summer and
need to do something. Why not get their art or
needlework or video done? How about doing a
research trip with their family or a friend to use for
a research paper? Gingerbread houses can be
designed, the candy collected, the background
painted all during the summer. Posters, kit models,
paintings, photography all can be accomplished
with plenty of time to polish and perfect during
summer vacation. This leaves the school term free
for more esoteric things like classwork - vocabulary,
grammar, conversation, and testing. If they need a
partner or a group to get a project done, it is a lot
easier to do over the summer break. Make that cute,
tied quilt about the Norse gods or Till Eulenspiegel
and his Merry Pranks. Hook a cute rug featuring a
German beer stein. There are so many crafts that
can be made with gummy bears - the only limit is
their imagination! The Paß Auf team could be
meeting and making flash cards or writing their
own questions for practice games.

You get the picture I am sure. Put the kids in
charge. They have experience at contest, and
know what they liked. You will enjoy seeing the
results. Do remind them of how excited you will
be at the beginning of school when they bring
everything in to show you and how disappointed
you will be if they slack off and do nothing.
Maybe you can think of incentives to reward their
industriousness, but it really is not necessary. They
will understand how much easier life will be for
them as well come contest time.
TO BE CONTINUED IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS
-Gail-

Topics for Research Papers on German Texas Themes
Historic German Dance Halls
Twin Sisters Dance Hall, Blanco
Twin Sisters, named for the twin hills just
outside of Blanco, was built eight years
prior to Gruene Hall in 1870 to serve as a
center for German immigrants, making it
one of the oldest halls in the state.

Sengelmann Hall, Schulenburg
The floorboards often creak at Senglemann
Hall, but not always from the dancers
taking a twirl on the old pine dance floor—
the 1890s hall, restaurant, and biergarten is
also said to be haunted by former patrons.

Schroeder Hall, Goliad
Bought off eBay in 2017 by Linda Krause, the
1890 dance hall has the requisite dance
floor, neon beer signs, and a separate
saloon with a wood-burning stove and an
old brick floor.

Anhalt Hall, Spring Branch

Famous German Texans
Dwight David "Ike" Eisenhower
Former US President

Lyle Lovett
Musician

Glenda Kielstrup
UT Arlington, Founder of Winterfest

Justin Furstenfeld
Record producer, artist, author, and the
lead singer, guitarist, and lyricist of the
rock band Blue October

Bob Schieffer
Journalist

Captain “Sully” Sullenberger III
(pilot who landed in Hudson River)

Renee Zellweger
Actress

Jo Schults
Southwest Airlines pilot

Derived from the German word for
“stopping place,” Anhalt is still owned by
the German Farmer’s Club, Germania
Farmer Verein, established in 1875 to
safeguard livestock.

MORE Topics for Research Papers on German Texas Themes
WORLD WAR II P.O.W. CAMPS IN TEXAS
With nearly seventy prisoner of war camps, Texas
had approximately twice as many as any other
state. These camps ranged from extremely large
base camps that housed thousands of prisoners to
small branch camps that held less than 100. Over
50,000 German soldiers were held in Texas during
World War II.
PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS IN TEXAS - TEXAS
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
1. White Rock Lake Works in Dallas
2. Fair Park Improvements in Dallas
3. East Texas Camps
MILITARY TRAINING AFTER WORLD WAR II
4. Fort Bliss - part of German military training since
1956
GERMAN TEXANS IN DALLAS
5. University of Dallas Art Professor and renowned
Wood Sculptor Heri Bartscht
6. University of Dallas German Professor Waltraud
Bartscht
7. Karl Kuby
8. Gershon Canann
WHO ARE THE FAMOUS GERMAN TEXANS WHERE
YOU LIVE?

SONS OF HERMANN HALL IN DALLAS
TURNS 100
The historic hall, built by a fraternity of German
immigrants identifying themselves as the Sons
of Hermann, has been a community staple since
its formation. Built in 1910 on the far eastern
edge of Deep Ellum, the building is something of
an
antique—the
last
remaining
all-wood
structure in Dallas, a fact that the hall's eager
volunteers are quick to point out to curious
visitors.
It was built, quite specifically, as a community
center for the fraternity—complete with a
bowling alley, a bar and a ballroom. Over the
years, though, it has turned into something else:
The upstairs ballroom, built so the music-loving
German immigrants could congregate and
dance, would go on to be used as a concert
venue for local bands and touring acts alike.
Over the years, its stage has hosted everything
from punk bands to country and Western outfits.

Trachtenmode!
This traditional style is not just for dance groups!
Zeitgeist mit Stil für alle Generationen.

Sports News from Germany
Olympia in Tokyo: Which
teams have qualified so far

German

Soccer: Men’s National team qualified, but the
Women’s team did not.
Handball: The Men’s National Team qualified, but
the Women’s National team did not.
Basketball: Men - The German men missed the
direct ticket by failing the preliminary round at the
World Cup in China but made the jump to one of
four qualifying tournaments. They have to win this
in Split (June 29th to July 4th) in order to be
allowed to go to Tokyo. The German women's
national team no longer has a chance to qualify for
the Olympic Games in Tokyo.
Basketball 3 against 3: Men - The German men
missed the qualification. The German women
missed the direct Olympic ticket, but at the end of
May they are in a qualification tournament in Graz
with 20 countries.
Hockey: The German men bought their Tokyo ticket
in November 2019. The Women’s team will also be
there.
Volleyball: Men - Like five years ago in Rio de
Janeiro, both national volleyball teams are missing
from the Olympics.
Beach volleyball:
Men - 15 of the 24 starting places will be awarded
on June 14th via the Olympic ranking. The best
twelve results on the world tour are included in the
evaluation. The vice world champions Julius Thole
and Clemens Wickler (Hamburg) are practically
already qualified. A German duo could fight for
another ticket via the Continental Cup.
Women - Qualification is the same for women as it
is for men. Karla Borger and Julia Sude (Stuttgart)
are currently in tenth place in the ranking. Olympic
champion Laura Ludwig and her partner Margareta
Kozuch (Hamburg) would also be there with the
current 15th place.

Water polo: No German teams qualified.
Baseball / Softball: No German teams qualified for
either.
Rugby Men / Women - Both teams failed in the
elimination. The men in the quarter-finals to
Ireland, the women in the preliminary round.
Surfing
When surfing makes its Olympic debut at the
Tokyo games, Rachel Presti, Dylan Groen and Leon
Glatzer will be hitting the waves for Germany. The
trio grew up on beaches far from their sporting
homeland which they only know from visits to
their grandparents. The German surfers, who are
training in Costa Rica, want to be taken seriously
as contenders in Tokyo.

Swiss News
Yodeling 'superspreader' concert is blamed for turning
Swiss region into a Covid hotspot
Concert with 600 people is believed to have made Schwyz canton virus hotspot
The audience were asked to social distance, but mask-wearing was not required
Studies have shown that singing can spread coronavirus-infected droplets
By RACHAEL BUNYAN FOR MAILONLINE and AFP
PUBLISHED: 06:02 EDT, 16 October 2020 | UPDATED: 07:41 EDT, 16 October 2020
The coronavirus pandemic has not deterred the
Swiss from sending yodels echoing across their
mountain valleys, but a concert attended by 600
people is believed to have made one canton a
European virus hotspot.
At the late September yodeling event in the rural
Schwyz canton, Switzerland, people in the
audience were asked to maintain social distancing,
but mask-wearing was not required.
'We can't do anything about what happened with
this yodeling group. We found out nine days after
the performances that several people from the
group were infected,' event organizer Beat Hegner
told RTS public television.
An Australian study last month suggested that
singing can spread coronavirus via airborne
droplets and pose greater risks than talking. A choir
singing indoors can saturate the air with infected
particles which float.
The researchers, from the University of New South
Wales, Sydney, added that if singers wear a face
mask and venues practice social distancing and
allow smaller audiences, then the risk from singing
can be reduced.
Now the pandemic has spread through the Swiss
region, with 1,238 cases compared with just 500 in
mid-September.
On Wednesday alone, 94 people tested positive,
twice as many as the day before.
The overloaded cantonal hospital in Schwyz has
asked people to begin wearing masks and avoiding
gatherings.
'There's an extremely high rate of positive tests.
We've gone from 30 to 50 percent,' hospital chief
Franziska Foellmi said.

'It's time we reacted. The explosion in the number
of cases in Schwyz is one of the worst in all of
Europe,' chief doctor Reto Nueesch posted online.
Cantonal authorities have stepped up infection
control
measures,
making
mask-wearing
compulsory at all public and private events with
more than 50 people and in situations where
distancing can't be maintained.
But people can still go to the shops without
covering their nose and mouth.
Switzerland isn't the only country to practice
yodeling, an age-old style of singing where the
performer rapidly switches between registers.
It's also practiced in Austria's Tyrol region and in
variant forms across the mountains of central
Europe, from Poland to Romania.
Like archery, wrestling and the Alpine games,
yodeling has been one of the building-blocks of
common
identity
between
Switzerland's
culturally disparate regions since the 19th
Century.
-

Liechtenstein News
The first princess of African origin: Princess Angela of Liechtenstein
Angela and Maximilian currently have one son
together, Prince Alfons who was born in 2001.
Prince Alfons is 6th in line to the throne of
Liechtenstein. Other than her background in
design and her marriage to Maxmilian, little is
known about Princess Angela as the family are
keen to stay away from the public eye as much as
possible.

In January 2000, Angela Gisela Brown became the
first person of African heritage to marry into a
ruling European family. The marriage was groundbreaking in Liechtenstein and the union did receive
negative remarks from some of the royal family,
although most were happy for the couple and did
not express any prejudice towards their new
princess.
Angela was born in Panama into an ordinary family
and went on to study fashion at Parsons Design
School in New York. Angela excelled in her studies
and won an award upon graduating. Whilst running
her own design company called A. Brown, Angela
met her now husband Prince Maximilian of
Liechtenstein.
Maximilian is the second son of the current
reigning Prince of Liechtenstein, Hans-Adam II. As
Maximilian is not set to inherit the throne, the
couple married and have lived a relatively normal
life for royals. Maximilian studied business and is
now the Chief Executive Officer of the LGT group
which is an asset management and private banking
group. This enterprise which began in the 1920s has
made Liechtenstein one of Europe’s most wealthy
monarchies despite being a tiny state.

Princess Angela is part of a new generation of
European monarchies. As Europe becomes more
globalized with people moving from all corners of
the world, it is refreshing to see the old dynasties
adapting. Whereas in the past it was impossible
for a Prince to marry anyone other than a Princess
from another European family, it is now becoming
the norm for royals to marry for love. From Grand
Duke Henri of Luxembourg’s marriage to his
Cuban bride Maria Theresa to Prince Haakon of
Norway marrying a single mother and former
waitress Mette-Marit, after hundreds of years of
stale protocol the royal houses of Europe are
finally modernizing.

For Foodies:
Germans go crazy for white asparagus
SPARGEL - WHITE ASPARAGUS
WITH EASY HOLLANDAISE SAUCE
INGREDIENTS

Traditionally, Germans aren't usually very fussy
about the freshness and quality of their food. They
want cheap produce and buy more than 90 percent
of their fruit and vegetables at the supermarket. In
the case of white asparagus, though, it's a
completely different story. Germans shell out big
bucks for freshly picked spears and purchase more
than 50 percent of it directly from farmer's stands
and market stalls. Because they place such an
emphasis on buying fresh asparagus, they also tend
to buy what has been grown in their own region.
The history of asparagus in Germany is sparsely
documented. Legend has it that the plant was
introduced to Germany some 2,000 years ago by
the Romans, who prized asparagus as a delicacy, an
aphrodisiac and even as a contraceptive. By the
1700s, it was being cultivated in monasteries and
courtly gardens in Germany, but paintings and
drawings show it was grown above ground, which
means Germans were eating green asparagus, not
white.
The question of why white asparagus has become
so popular in Germany is difficult to answer. " It is a
German tradition and many restaurants in
asparagus-growing regions - offer a special
asparagus menu during the season.

3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil (or unsalted
butter)
2 lbs white asparagus, washed and trimmed
⁄ teaspoon finely chopped fresh lemon zest
2 -3 teaspoons fresh squeezed lemon juice
⁄ teaspoon kosher salt
⁄ teaspoon white pepper (optional)
fresh snipped parsley, optional to serve
EASY HOLLANDAISE SAUCE
⁄ cup butter (1 stick)
4 large egg yolks
⁄ cup heavy cream (or whipping cream)
2 tablespoons lemon juice (to taste)
⁄ teaspoon sugar
⁄ teaspoon Dijon mustard
DIRECTIONS
Warm the olive oil or butter in a large saucepan
over medium heat. Add the peeled and trimmed
asparagus, lemon zest, and salt & pepper; stir to
combine.
Cover and cook until tender-crisp, about 5
minutes, stirring occasionally. Do not over cook.
Arrange on serving platter and squeeze with fresh
lemon juice.
Prepare the Hollandaise Sauce: Cut the butter
into four pieces and place in a 1-quart glass
measure or bowl. Microwave, covered with a
paper towel, on high, until almost melted (about
45 seconds to 1 minute).
Remove butter from the microwave and stir until
completely melted.
Separate eggs, placing the yolks in a small bowl
and setting the whites aside for another purpose.
Beat the yolks well with a whisk or fork, then add
to the butter and stir well.
Add cream, lemon juice, and sugar to egg mixture
and stir well. Microwave mixture, uncovered, on
high, until just slightly thick, about 1 to 2 minutes,
stopping every 20 seconds to stir with a fork.
Remove sauce from microwave and stir in the
mustard.
Pour warm sauce over the cooked white
asparagus and serve at once. Garnish with fresh
snipped parsley or fresh small edible flowers such
as violets or Johnny jump-ups, if desired.
NOTE: Sauce may be kept warm for up to 2 hours
in an insulated container. Or cool the sauce to
room temperature and refrigerate it in a covered
microwave safe container for up to 24 hours. To
re-warm, cover container with plastic wrap, pierce
wrap with a knife to vent, and microwave on 50
percent power until heated through, about 2-3
minutes, stopping to stir halfway through. Do not
allow sauce to boil.

German Americans Celebrating Birthdays!

Answers in next month's newsletter

